French minister extends disputed visit to Israel 

( ^ FF * “ French Forei = n Minister Herve de 
Cnarette has agreed to extend a visit to Israel next week 

^ ^ protested officially about the brevity of the 
m P . officials said Friday. Mr. De Charetre will arrive in 
Israel Monday evening, instead of Tuesday during the 
day as planned, and will stay until Wednesday, said min- 
istry spokesman Yves Doutriaux. The visit sparked a 
diplomatic utt earlier in the week, when Israel protested 
That K would only he 24 hours long.'The Israeli govem- 
mciu is not happy with the organisation of the visit as it 
has been presented. This stay of 24 hours does not corre- 
spond with the three -day visit we were promised," the 
Israeli foreign ministry said Mondav.The Israeli min- 
istry s spokesman Yigal Palmor subsequently sought to 
eahn the row, saying De Charetle would receive a warm 
welcome whatever the length of his trip. Mr. De Charette 
will fly on to Syria on Wednesday. 
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Crown Prince calls for djaiospa 

.AMMAN i Petra i — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan on Friday called for objective dialogue dial 
strengthens “responsible citizenship and national unity" 
and addresses on national issues. In a workshop oigan- 
ised by the University of Jordan, the World Affairs Coun- 
cil and the Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation. Prince 
Hassan told researchers, academicians and politicians 
that the current stage in the Arab and Muslim worlds 
requires much more coordination and cooperation in all 
fields and an overhaul of pan-Arab and Islamic relations, 
pointing out to the importance of democracy in protect- 
ing the achievements in the region. Prince Hassan voiced 
hope thar Arabs would not remain under the influence of 
others but be in an influential position. The Crown 
Prince also called for establishing a dara base in order to 
supply sufficient information. 
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Palestinians protest peacefully against Jabal 
Abu Ghneim project, but tension runs high 

Israel , in obvious bid to cool nerves , suggests next 
West Bank pullout could be broader than agreed 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Ringed by 
Israeli troops, hundreds of 
Palestinians held a prayer 
protest Friday near a hill- 
side in Arab East 
Jerusalem where Israel 
plans to build a large Jew- 
ish settlements. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Friday that his government 
will announce next w*eek 
the scope of iis pullback 
from West Bank rural 
areas due in March under 
peace accords with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu mean- 
while told his cabinet that 
“the government will 
make its decision on the 
matter next week," accord- 
ing to an official state- 
ment. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority' (PNA) delivered 
a message to the nations of 
the world saying it was 
their duty to srop Israel 
from building the new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

“It is an international 
responsibility to stop this 
i project) and every' nation 
must fulfill its duty’ to put 
a halt to Israel's settlement 
activity," Local Adminis- 
tration Minister Saeb 
Erekat said in a letter sent 
to world capitals. 

Prince Ra’d 
undergoes 
leg surgery 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra'd Ben 
Zeid on Friday underwent a 
cataract extraction with intra- 
ocular lens implantation in 
the right eye at Ibn AI 
Haitham Hospital, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. 
Khalid Al Sharif, the surgeon 
who performed the operation, 
told the Jordan Times that the 
operation involved removal 
of the diseased lens and 
replacing it by a clear new 
lens. Dr Sharif said Prince 
Ra’d is in excellent condition 
and will leave the hospital 
today (Saturday). 

Dahiyvat named 
Muta University 
president 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued on Friday 
appointing former minister 
Bid Dahiyyat as president of 
Mula University as of March 
1 . Another decree was issued 
accepting die resignation of 
Abdul Rahman Attiyyat as 
Muta University president . 

Ibrkey receives bids 
for Iran pipeline 

ANKARA (AP) — Tur- 
key's slate-owned pipeline 
Company has received 14 bids 
from Turkish companies I or 
construction hy 1°9S of die 
Turkish part of :i pipeline for 
Iranian natural gas. The Unit- 
ed States fu in criticised 
Turkov \ signing of u 520 bil- 
lion iiuiur.il gas deal with 
Iran, which it accuses of 
sponsoring terrorism. The 
lowest bid. worth $117 mil- 
lion, was made hy Istanbul - 
based construction company 
STFA. it was announced Fri- 
day. But the government may 
name another company as 
winner. The pipeline will 
Stretch front the Iranian bor- 
der to the Turkish city oi 
Erzurum, sonic 260 kilome- 
tres w the west. The con- 
struction work is scheduled to 
begin in April. An American 
law calls for sanctions against 
Companies that invest more 
than S40 million in Iran s 
energy sector. 


Mr. Erekac told journal- 
ists the letter had been sent 
to U.N. Secretary' General 
Kofi Annan. U.S. Middle 
East coordinator Dennis 
Ross and his European 
Union counterpart Miguel 
Angel Moratinos. 

It was also sent to Cana- 
da. China, Japan and Rus- 
sia. as well as Arab coun- 
tries and "nations in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin Ameri- 
ca." he said. 

The letters were part of a 
diplomatic offensive by 
the Palestinians against 
Israeli's decision Wednes- 
day to build the settlement 
of Har Homa. 

The United States and 
other governments have 
already come out against 
building the neighbour- 
hood. which will eventual- 
ly house 25.000 Jews in 
the Arab sector of the city. 

‘The nations of the 
world are unanimous in 
considering East 

Jerusalem an occupied ter- 
ritory 1 . Therefore we call on 
them to work with the 
Palestinian National 
Authority' in stopping this 
new settlement." Mr. 
Erekar said. 

The decision to build 
"strikes at the bases of the 
peace process and could 
return both the Israeli and 
Palestinian peoples to cir- 


cles of violence," the letter 
said. 

It also dismissed Israeli 
promises to build homes 
for Arabs in East 
Jerusalem. “Such rumours 
have accompanied every 
move to (Jewish) settle- 
ment in East Jerusalem 
since 1967 and have never 
proved true,” it said. 

Israel is slated by March 
7 to further withdraw 
troops from parts of Pales- 
tinian areas in the West 
Bank under a Jan. 15 
agreement signed between 
the sides for the handover 
of the city of Hebron. 

The redeployment would 
be the first "phase of a 
three-part withdrawal from 
rural areas to be completed 
by mid- 1998 as pan of the 
expansion of Palestinian 
self-rule. 

But Mr. Netanyahu 
denied Friday fhat he had 
contacts with Washington 
or the PNA regarding the 
redeployment, after mem- 
bers of his coalition 
accused him of striking a 


ting a 

secret deal with the Pales- 
tinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu reported- 
ly promised Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
that Israel would enlarge 
areas to be turned over if 
he acted to prevent vio- 
lence over Israel’s decision 


Netanyahu pushed Bar-On 
nomination, report asserts 


TEL AVIV (AP)— Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and his justice 
minister pushed their 
choice of attorney general 
through the cabinet despite 
reservations by several 
ministers, according to a 
transcript of the session 
published Friday. 

The Jan. 10 appointment 
of lawyer Roni Bar-On as 
attorney general triggered a 
political scandal that 
reportedly may lead to 
criminal charges against 
top government officials. 

Mr. Bar-On. a member of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s Likud 
Party, resigned Jan. 12 after 
just one day in office amid 
criticism that he was a judi- 
cial lightweight chosen 
only for his political ties. 

Several days later, Israel 
TV alleged that Mr. Bar-On 
was appointed as part of a 
deal in which he would end 
the corruption trial of 
Aryeh Deri, leader of the 
religious Shas party. In 
exchange, Shas was to pro- 
vide the decisive cabinet 
votes for the Hebron deal, it 
said. Mr. Netanyahu's gov- 
ernment also depends on 
Shas for its parliament 
majority. 

On Friday, the business 
daily Globes published a 


transcript of the Jan. 10 
cabinet meeting in which 
Justice Minister Tsahi 
Hanegbi presented Mr. Bar- 
On to the ministers as his 
choice for attorney general. 

The transcript showed 
that Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Hanegbi overrode concerns 
by several ministers thar 
Mr. Bar-On’s Likud mem- 
bership and personal ties to 
Mr. Hanegbi should dis- 
qualify' him. Mr. Hanegbi 
once worked in Mr. Bar- 
On’s office as a trainee 
after graduating from law 
school. 

*Tr is impossible to live 
in this country without 
adopting one ideology or 
the other and that certainly 
does not disqualify anyone 
from any position,” Mr. 
Netanyahu rold the minis- 
ters. 

Mr. Netanyahu insisted 
thar a decision be taken that 
day even after five minis- 
ters complained they had 
not been given enough time 
to consider Mr. Bar-On ’s 
nomination and asked for 
the vote to be delayed. 

Ultimately. 12 ministers 
supported Mr. Bar-On’s 
appointment five abstained 
ana one voted against. 

(Con tin ad on page 7) 


to build the new settle- 
ment. 

The prime minister's 
office, however, denied the 
report, which has been 
widely picked up in the 
Israeli media. 

But Israeli Communica- 
tions Minister Limor Liv- 
nat said she expected Mr. 
Arafat would keep a lid on 
Palestinian anger. 

“The Palestinians have 
used logic and reached the 
conclusion that if they 
want to advance in the 
implementation of (peace) 
agreements, it's worth it 
for them to sit quietly,” 
Ms. Limor told Israeli 
army radio on Thursday. 

About 20.000 Palestini- 
ans attended prayers in the 
Old City here Friday with- 
out incident under tight 
Israeli security. 

Some 500 extra police in 
riot gear were on the 
streets during the weekly 
prayers at Al Aqsa Mosque 
complex, as border guards 
deployed at "points 
between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian neighbourhoods. 

But the worshippers, 
whose number was around 
the same as usual for Fri- 
day prayers, gathered and 
then left after the service 
without incident, witnesses 
and police said. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 


also prayed Friday on the 
Jabal Abu Ghneim where 
Israel plans to begin con- 
struction in two weeks of 
the first 2,500 of a planned 
6,500 homes for Jews. 

The worshippers, who 
numbered from 200 to 
300, marched up the Jabal 
Abu Ghneim hillside from 
the neighbouring Arab 
quarter of Umm Tuba, but 
there were no incidents 
with Israeli police. 

Israeli Housing Minister 
Eli Ishai ~ formally 
approved Thursday the 
plan to build Har Homa 
and the supreme court 
cleared obstacles to the 
construction of the settle- 
ment. 

The court on Thursday 
postponed until sometime 
in March its hearing of a 
petition by two Israeli left- 
wing opposition deputies 
seeking to stop the project. 

It also decided that other 
petitions would be heard in 
March, putting an effective 
end to attempts to halt con- 
struction. 

The Palestinians, who 
want East Jerusalem as the 
capital of a future state of 
their own, have warned 
that the project could scut- 
tle the peace process. 

The Islamic Resistance 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq wants to increase oil 
exports under U.N. deal 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq is seeking U.N. 
approval to raise the 
amount of oil it exports 
under a humanitarian 
exemption to U.N. sanc- 
tions, Oil Minister Amer 
Rashid said Friday. 

He said Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Al Sahaf was 
in New York to discuss the 
request at the United 
Nations. 

Under a U.N. “oil-for- 
food" deal. Iraq started in 
December to export oil 
worth $2 billion over six 
months, or some 500,000 
barrels a day at current 
prices, to finance the 
import of food and medical 
supplies. 

“This amount is below 
the food and medical needs 
of Iraqis.” General Rashid 
told a press conference. 

Iraq was looking for “a 
good increase to satisfy the 
basic needs” of its 20-rail- 
lion population and hoped 
the new level of exports 
would take effect on March 
9, three months after the 
oii-for-food deal was 
launched, he said. 

The current export capac- 
ity of Iraq is between 2.4 
and 2.5 million barrels a 
day, said the minister. 


Mr. Rashid said Iraq has 
already exported $864 mil- 
lion worth of crude and 
that it hoped to have 
reached $1.7 billion by the 
end of the first three 
months of oil exports. 

Out of the S2 billion in oil 
revenues, just under two- 
thirds of the amount is to go 
on humanitarian supplies 
and the rest to finance U.N. 
operations and pay war 
reparations for die Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 

The overall U.N. sanc- 
tions, including the lifeline 
oil exports, have been in 
place since the August 
1990 invasion. Iraqi troops 
were evicted from the emi- 
rate by a U.S.-led coalition 
in the 1991 Gulf war. 

Gen. Rashid also 
renewed charges that the 
United States was to blame 
for the delay in starting the 
distribution of food and 
medicine under the deal 
with the United Nations. 

Washington “continues to 
raise obstacles to slow 
down the accord." he said, 
adding that only between 
eight and 10 out of ISO- 190 
food contracts submined by 
Iraq had so far been 

(Continued on page 7) 


No more censorship of foreign papers, magazines 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

.AMMAN — The Press 
and Publications Depart- 
ment has stopped “review- 
ing" the foreign press 
before it reaches news- 
stands in Jordan, a senior 
Ministry of Information 
official has said. 

“From now on, the 
department will not inter- 
fere and the newspapers 
and magazines will be 
delivered' straight from the 

plane to the bookshops.” 
said the director general of 
the Press and Publications 
Department and secretary- 
general at the Ministry of 


Information, Mohammad 
Amin. 

Mr. Amin told the Jordan 
Times on Thursday that the 
decision went into effect on 
Feb. 23 and was taken in 
line with a memo to the 
department issued by 
Prune Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

“The memo is in confor- 
min’ with the policy state- 
ment the prime minister 
made before Parliament 
when he took office one 
year ago,” Mr. Amin stated, 
adding that, in his govern- 
ment's political pro- 
gramme, Mr. Kabariti put 
great emphasis on mea- 
sures aimed at enhancing 


the free circulation of 
ideas. 

Before the enforcement 
of the new provision, a spe- 
cial committee under the 
Press and Publications 
Department used to review 
all foreign newspapers and 
magazines entering the 
Kingdom in accordance 
with the 1994 Press and 
Publications Law. 

The decision is also 
expected to speed up the 
distribution of foreign 
press and allow Jordanian 
readers to receive fresher 
and more recent issues of 
foreign newspapers. 

According to Mr. Amin, 
around 60 to 70 foreign 


newspapers and magazines 
from the Middle East and 
elsewhere are available in 
Jordan everyday.' 

The department will con- 
tinue ro “review” foreign 
books entering the country. 
Mr. Amin said. 

However, the Press and 
Publications Depanmenr 
will "shortly’' stop this 
practice as well, he antici- 
pated. adding that the total 
abolition of the depart- 
ment’s "preview” of for- 
eign publications will come 
as pan of amendments to 
the current Press and Publi- 
cations Law expected to be 
proposed by the govern- 
ment. 



Israeli border police watch Paljestiniaris praying on jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem in protest against Israel's plan to construct a Jewish settlement there (AFP 
photo) j 


King: Netajnyahu should not 
think informing in advance 
will make his plans acceptable 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
reiterated Jordan's rejec- 
tion of Israel's decision to 
build a Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem and 
warned that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu should expect 
stiff opposition to the plan. 

In an interview with 
Israel’s Yediot Ahronot 
newspaper, the King also 
renewed his warning that 
the Israeli move would ■ 
endanger the peace 
process. 

Mr. Netanyahu should 
expect opposition to the 
move and should not think 
that projects such as the 
new settlement would be 
"acceptable to us just 
because we were informed 
of it in advance.” 

The Israeli move, the 
King said, “could under- 
mine all that we have 
achieved so far in the path 
for peace.” 

People who feel proud of 
themselves live on both 
sides and they should not 
be fooled or humiliated, 
said the King. 

The King, in a strong 
message delivered by an 
envoy to Mr. Netanyahu on 
Wednesday, warned that 
the Israeli decision ro build 


a new Jewish settlement 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim 
was a serious blow to the 
Middle East peace process. 

The King warned that the 
1 Israeli decision risked 
damaging Israeli-Jordanian 
relations. 

“The King warned that 
the implementation of die 
Israeli decision was bound 
to create new facts on the 
ground whose negative 
effects will adversely 
influence the positive fed- 
; ings that have been pre- 
1 vailing lately." Jordan 
| Television said, 
j In his message to Mr. 
I Netanyahu, the King reit- 
1 erated Jordan’s stand. 

I which was made clear to 
! tile Israeli premier during a 
I visit to Amman on Sunday. 
. that the Kingdom consid- 
ers East Jerusalem an 
occupied Arab land, 
j As such, the Kingdom 
'sees any unilateral change 
I in the status of the city 
| before reaching a final 
.agreement with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
constitutes a serious dan- 
ger to peace. Jordan Tele- 
vision said. 

! The King called on Mr. 
Netanyahu to reconsider 
Ills decision to go ahead 
with the JabaJ Abu Ghneim 


project and emphasised 
that the Israeli plan does 
not sene the interests of 
the people , of this region, 
including those of the 
Israeli people. 

The Israeli decision 
would undermine the 
credibility of the whole 
peace process and trigger 
anger that will unleash 
violence and endanger the 
building of peace, said the 
King. 

Kins Hussein had sent a 
similar message to the late 
Israeli premier Yitzhak 
Rabin when Israel in 1995 
decided to confiscate lands 
in Arab East Jerusalem and 
Rabin responded positively 
to the King's appeal and 
halted the move. 

At the time the United 
States vetoed a United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution against Israeli 
measures in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, who 
was reportedly expected to 
visit Tel Aviv on Saturday 
to attend a ceremony in 
memory of Rabin, has can- 
celled the visit in what was 
seen as another message of 
strong protest against the 
Israeli plan to build on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim. 


Eight parties announce merger 
as National Constitutional Pam 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Eight centrist nationalist 
political parties have formally announced 
their merger as the National Constitutional 
Party, the Jordan News Agency. Petra, said 
on Friday. 

The long-awaited announcement came 
after a meeting late into the night on 
Wednesday and capped several weeks of 
intense negotiations among rhe parries' sec- 
retaries-aeneral . 

The parties involved in o the merger are: 

— The Progress and Justice Party, head- 
ed by Ali Sa'ad: 

— A I Ahd (Fledge), one of the strongest 
parties in the Kingdom, with two ministers 
in the current cabinet and five deputies in 
the Lower House of Parliament, headed by 
Minister of Housing and Public Works 
Abdul Hadi Majali: 

— Al Waed (Promise), headed by Anis 
Muasher. 

— The Jordanian National Alliance, 
headed by Mijhem Khreisha: 

— Al Watan (Homeland), headed by 
Hakam Kheir; 

— the Jordanian Arab Masses Party, 
headed by Abdul Khaleq Shataat: 

— Al Vakaiha (Reawakening), headed by 
former Deputy Prime Minister Abdul 
Ra’ouf Rawabdeh; 

— the Popular Unity Party, headed by 
Talal Ramahi. 

In a joint statement, the parties' secre- 
taries-general said the decision to merge 
was taken because of the similarities in the 
parties" political stands and programmes. 

The new party will seek the "enhance- 


ment of democracy and political pluralism 
under the leadership of His Majesty King 
Hussein." the statement said. 

At the international level, the National 
Constitutional Party's political programme 
puts emphasis on “the strengthening of 
inter-Arab relations, the achievement of a 
just and durable peace in the region, the full 
restoration of tile Arab Nation's righis and 
the creation of an independent Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its capital." 

The statement also called for the 
“Israeli's full withdrawal lioni the Golan 
Heighrs and Sourh Lebanon" and the lift of 
the economic sanctions imposed on Libya. 
Iraq and Sudan. 

At the domestic level, the National Con- 
stitutional Party's political programme 
aims at “ensuring equality among Jordani- 
ans of various origins and respect of all Jor- 
danians’ constitutional rights." the joint 
statement said. 

The new parry will also address some of 
Jordan’s thorniest domestic issues, includ- 
ing unemployment, rural and budia areas 
development corruption, and women's 
development issues, the statement said. 

According to party sources, the leaders of 
the parties have agreed to hand in their res- 
ignations to make way for a new leadership 
to be elected in the new party's first gener- 
al assembly. 

Observers suggest that the new leadership 
will be elected before next November’s 
general elections and the merging parties 
will field candidates in a unified list. 

However, “when a unified leadership 
will take over is not yet clear." Mr. Kheir 
told rhe Jordan Times. 
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Protesters urge 
Arafat to free 
prisoners 

A 

JERICHO (AFP) — Around 
jl'» people demonstrated Friday 
iHJiside Jericho prison on the 
West Bank to demand that 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
release political prisoners stag- 
ing a hunger strike. “What is 
happening to you, Abu 
Amman?" the protesters chant- 
ed. “You must release the pris- 
oners rather than just obey 
Israel's orders." Most of the 
demonstrators were family 
members of activists from the 
Popular Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine iPFLP). Seven 
members of the PFLP were Fri- 
day on the eight day of a hunger 
strike in protest at their impris- 
onment by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). The 
PFLP and oilier opposition 
groups called for the release of 
their members from Palestinian 
prisons in reconciliation talks 
called by Mr. .Arafat on Thurs- 
day in Nablus. Two jailed mem- 
bers of the PFLP's central com- 
mittee, Ahmad Saadat and Mah- 
moud Fanun. are also taking 
part in the hunger strike, the 
PFLP said. 



Palestinians demonstrate on Friday outside Jeri- 
cho prison in the West Bank demanding that Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Arafat release political 
prisoners staging a hunger strike (AFP photo) 


Iraqi health system near 
collapse, WHO reports 

U.N. agency working with Sanctions Committee 
to accelerate approval of oil-for-food agreements 


GENEVA (R) — Iraq’s 
health system is close to 
collapse and medicines and 
other life-saving supplies 
scheduled for importation 
under the ’•oil-for-food" 
deal have failed to arrive, 
the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) said on Thurs- 
day. 

A spokesman said the 
United Nations health 
agency was working with 
the U.N. sanctions commit- 
tee in New York to speed up 
its processing of Iraqi con- 
tracts with medical suppli- 
ers. 

The deal, which took 
effect last December, 
allows Iraq to sell $2 billion 
of oil over six months part- 
ly to buy food and medicine 
lor its more than 20 million 
!*eople suffering from sanc- 
tions imposed by the U.N. 
after Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1 990. 

But WHO expressed con- 
cern that diseases, includ- 
ing malaria and typhoid 
threatened to reappear in 
large puns of Iraq. Hospi- 
tals lacked basic medicines 
and electricity to refrigerate 
\ accines against deadly 
outbreaks of polio and 
diptheria. 

WHO Director-General 
Hiroshi Nakajima and four 
experts made a four-day 
trip lo Iraq whieh ended on 
Monday. 

Mr. Nakajima. u Japanese 
pharmacologist. visited 
hospitals in Najaf and Ker- 
bcla. two clinics in sprawl- 
ing suburbs of Baghdad and 


a health facility in Babel, 
according to officials. 

“Government drug ware- 
houses and pharmacies 
have few stocks of medi- 
cines and medical sup- 
plies." WHO said in a state- 
ment. 

Mr. Nakajima was quoted 
as saying: “The conse- 
quences of this situation are 
causing a near breakdown 
of the "health care system, 
which is reeling under the 
pressure of being deprived 
of medicine, other basic 
supplies and spare pans.” 

'Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed A1 Sahaf. 
speaking in New York on 
Wednesday after discussing 
ways to accelerate the deal 
with the president of Lhe 
Security Council, told 
reporters: 

“Any practical person 
will see that up ro now not 
one gramme of food or 
medicine has reached Iraq." 

Iraqi Health Minister 
Umeed Madhat Mubarak, 
in an interview with 
Reuters television on Feb. 
18. accused the sanctions 
committee of delaying 
arrival of medical imports. 
At the time. 

he said the U.N. had 
approved only une contract 
of 347 submitted. 

Mr. Nakajima met Vice- 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan. Deputy Prime 
Minister Tureq Aziz and 
Mr. Mubarak, officials said. 

“He was there to look at 
implementation of Security 
Council Resolution 9S6. 


There is a problem in the 
delivery and arrival of med- 
icines. WHO will work 
with New York ro speed up 
processing of contracts," 
spokesman Richard LeClair 
said. 

KJo Akasaka, an aide who 
accompanied Nakajima. 
cold Reuters: “We were 
aLready aware of the wors- 
ening health situation. 

“No medicine or medical 
supplies have arrived yet in 
thie country. Some is due to 
aJrrive very soon," he 
added. “We. believe the 
sanctions committee is 
doing its best.” 

J In most of the country, 
WHO has an “observer” 
role to ensure equitable dis- 
tribution of health products 
worth S210 million to be 
imported into Iraq during 
the six-month period. 

WHO is also charged 
with directly distributing 
S2S.S million worth of 
medicines and medical sup- 
plies in the three northern 
govemorates where Kurds 
are under international pro- 
tection. 

Joseph Hazbun, a WHO 
official, was on Mr. Nakaji- 
ma*s mission and remains 
in northern Iraq to check on 
distribution plans. 

WHO plans to employ 20 
international staff, backed 
by 100 local staff, to 
observe government distri- 
bution in most of the coun- 
try and carry out distribu- 
tion in the north, Mr. 
Akasaka said. 


Sultan gives new cooperation 
pledge to Clinton on bombing 


WASHINGTON (R) — Saudi Arabia on 
Thursday renewed pledges of cooperation 
with the United States in the investigation 
of a truck bombing that killed 19 U.S. 
troops and Washington said it hoped they 
would be carried out. 

“We've been assured of continued Saudi 
cooperation and intention to work very 
effectively and completely with the United 
States, but specifically with the FBI, in our 
ongoing investigation." State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said. 

“We are very pleased to receive the assur- 
ances of cooperation this week and we’re 
counting on that to be fulfilled," Mr. Burns 
told a news briefing. 

He was speaking after talks between Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine Albright and 
Saudi Arabian Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan and Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al 
Faisal. The Saudi delegation last week met 
President Bill Clinton and Defence Secre- 
tary William Cohen. 

The June 1 996 truck bombing devastated 
a U.S. military housing complex in 
Dhahran. eastern Saudi Arabia. Washington 
has complained that Saudi Arabia was not 
sharing enough information with the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

Prince Sultan said on Wednesday his gov- 
ernment was making progress in the inves- 
tigation, but said the probe would not be 
rushed. Saudi and U.S. officials said arrests 
were made but they refused to give other 
details. 

“I think the FBI Director (Louis Freeh) 
has made very clear the importance of cer- 
tain types of access by FBI agents in Saudi 
Arabia, and we’re counting on thac.” Mr. 
Bums said. 

His comments stopped short of saying 
Washington was satisfied with the informa- 
tion it had received. But he told reporters 
that for Prince Sultan to give the assurances 
in person to Mr. Clinton and Ms. Albright 
was “a very important commitment-” 


Mr. Bums said Thursday's talks also 
reached “complete agreement” on the need 
to continue to impose UJ4. sanctions on 
Iraq until Baghdad meets all its commit- 
ments stemming from its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait and 1991 Gulf war defeat. 

At a luncheon on Thursday for the Saudi 
delegation Ms. Albright applauded 
Riyadh’s backing for die U.S., stand on 
sanctions. 

“Our two nations share an interest in pre- 
venting Iraq from ever again threatening its 
neighbours either conventionally or 

through the development of weapons of 
mass destruction.” Ms. Albright said. 

The United States took the lead in main- 
taining sanctions in force, despite reserva- 
tions from some Arab and European states 
which feel they have gone on long enough 
and brought hardship to ordinary Iraqis. 

Washington said apart from satisfying 
U.N. inspectors that it has done away with 
its weapons of mass destruction, Baghdad 
must also meet other demands including 
information on the fate of more than 600 
missing Kuwaitis. 

Saudi Arabia, which was attacked by Iraq 
during the Gulf war, which ended with the 
expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait says 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has only 
himself to blame for his country’s plight. 

But Saudi officials said they want to see 
the U.S.-led coalition which defeated Iraq 
develop a long-term strategy to counter 
possible chaos in Iraq should the Saddam 
regime role collapse. 

U.S. and Saudi leaders also agreed on die 
need for continued isolation of Iran, Mr. 
Bums said. 

He said the United States learned on 
Thursday that Saudi Arabia planned to give 
fresh economic assistance to the Palestini- 
ans in the West Bank and Gaza. He said 
Riyadh planned “a very large and specific 
allocation” but gave no figures. 


Knee-capper freed from jail to join Arafat 


A NOTORIOUS knee-capper has been 
freed from prison and given a job in the 
Palestinian security services, only a year after 
he was accused of killing nine people and 
wounding dozens of others. 

Ahmad Tabuk. aged, 33 will travel this 
week from his home town of Nablus to 
Hebron to receive the epaulettes and insignia 
of a senior officer of Yasser Arafat’s Preven- 
tive Security Force. 

Until Nablus was handed to the Palestini- 
ans in December 1996, Mr. Tabuk was the 
self-appointed sheriff of the city. As head of 
the militant Fateh Hawks,- a youth militia 
loosely allied -to Mr. Arafat’s Fateh Party, 
none dared to question him. Even the Israelis 
kept their distance from the Nablus casbah 
where the masked Hawks, armed with guns 
and axes, held their weekly parades. 

Yet Palestinian civilians, not Israelis, suf- 
fered most at Mr. Tabuk’s hands. His 
favourite targets were drug addicts, prosti- 
tutes. collaborators and any others deemed 
“undesirable." Some were shot dead by the 
Hawks; the luckier ones were knee-capped. 

When the Palestinians took charge of 
Nablus, for the first 24 hours Mr. Tabuk was 
fugitive on the run from Mr. Arafat’s security 
forces. He was eventually discovered in a 
friend's home in the casbah and arrested after 
negotiations lasting several hours. 

““My husband is a hero of the revolution," 
says his wife Safa, aged 29. “We were sur- 
prised that the police came and took him to 
prison. They gave no reason." 

Palestinian officials say the order to arrest 
Mr. Tabuk followed repeated complaints 
from Nablus families who accused the Hawks 
of terrorising the city. But Mr. Tabuk’s admir- 
ers maintain the arrest was prompted by the 
challenge he posed to Mr. Arafat’s authority. 

“When Arafat came to Nablus and saw 
Ahmad’s picture on the front page of the 
news paper, he was shocked and ordered his 


arrest,” says Tabuk’s sister Khitam, aged 23. 
“He did not like to see Ahmad on an equal 
footing." 

Members of Mr. Tabuk’s family say hey 
remain loyal to Mr. Arafat, but in the same 
breath complain of the harsh conditions Mr. 
Ihbuk endured during 13 months in jail. 

His wife, sister and four small children 
relied on family handouts ro feed themselves 
and pay the rent When they asked for help 
from the Palestinian (National) Authority, Mr. 
Arafat sent them a cheque for 3.000 shekels 
(S6QQ)i„The Palestinian leader’s portrait is 
still stuck- on the front of the family refrigera- 
tor. but hi$ left eye has-been gouged obt. ' 

Before he was jailed by the Palestinian 
authorities. Mr. Tabuk was on an Israeli want- 
ed list. He had previously spent 10 years in 
Israeli jails for a variety of offences, includ- 
ing throwing stones and petrol bombs at 
Israeli soldiers. But, because he “did not have 
Jewish blood on his hands." the Israelis made 
no serious effort to recapture him during the 
fading years of the intifada. 

As a member of the Palestinian security 
forces, Mr. Tabuk will find himself working 
shoulder to shoulder with Jews he used to 
consider his natural enemies. He will also be 
expected to prorecr both Palestinians and the 
Jews from nearby settlements. “He will fol- 
low orders.” says his wife. 

Although he has not benefited from any 
police training, Mr. Tabuk is being assigned a 
senior security job in Hebron. But in Nablus 
there are mixed reactions to his rehabilitation. 

“He should never be allowed to walk free,” 
says Maher, a local shopkeeper. “Mr. Arafat 
will bear the responsibility for letting him 
carry a gun again." 

A few insist Mr. Tabuk is a hero. He was 
never a thief, he never killed anyone," insists 
Majda, a student aged 21, from Al Najah 
University. “He took from the rich to give to 
the poor” — The Sunday Observer. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


French Communist leader puts off Israel trip 

PARIS (R) — The leader of the French Communist 
party, Robert Hue. is postponing a visit to Israel in 
protest at Israeli plans to build new housing in Arab 
East Jerusalem, the party said. “The derision to build a 
new settlement in Easr Jerusalem.. .troubles Israel itself 
as well as Palestine and the rest of the world," it said in 
a statement Mr Hue, who had planned a week-long 
visit to Israel beginning on March 3. has indefinitely 
postponed the trip “until conditions are right." the party 
said. 

At least 12 killed in fighting in central Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Clan fighting in central ! 
Somalia has left at least 12 dead and IS' wounded, 
according to reports reaching here on Friday. The fight- 
ing, between the Murusade and Abgal clans, took place 
in the village of Awusweyne in the region of Galgudud | 
on Thursday. It was the first interruption of a peace 
accord signed by elders eight months ago. Sporadic 
fighting also continued in south Mogadishu between 
followers of Hussein Aidid and Osman Hassan Ali 
“Ato,” with a woman and her 14-year-old daughter 
killed by a mortar Shell Thursday night. The city was 
quiet Friday. 

Iran to launch project to build satellites 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran will in the coming months launch 
a project to build communications satellites. Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani. Iran’s ministries 
of defence, industry and post and telecommunications 
would jointly start the project in the new r Iranian year 
that starts on March 21. said Mr Rafsanjani, quoted by 
the official news agency IRNA. He did not give further 
details. Tehran said in August it had signed an agree- 
ment with Moscow to transfer aerospace technology to 
Iran and help launch the first Iranian educational satel- 
lite within the next three years. The agreement provid- 
ed for aerospace training by professors from the aero- 
space university in Moscow at the Sheikh Bahaei Uni- 
versity in the Iranian city of Isfahan, it said. 

Egyptians with sick children mob surgeon 

CAIRO (R) — Thousands of Egyptians with sick chil- 
dren mobbed London-based heart surgeon Magdi 
Yacoub at a Cairo hospital on Thursday after he said on 
television he would give free examinations to children 
with heart complaints. The hospital called in police to 
protect the surgeon from the crowds and work at the 
hospital was severely disrupted for hours, the govern- 
ment newspaper Al Akhbar reported. Some mothers 
had travelled more than 150 kilometres to be at the hos- 
pital at dawn and meet the Egyptian-born doctor, 
famous in his homeland as the model of a successful 
emigrant. “The surgeon's visit to the hospital turned 
into a fiasco because of the crowds and the bad organ- 
isation." it said. The newspaper did not say how many 
children, if any. the doctor was able to examine. 

Iran seizes morphine; 4 traffickers killed 

TEHRAN" (AFP), — Police aipbuihed convoy^’ of drug 
traffickers in eastern Iran, killing four people, arresting 
three and seizing around one tonne of morphine, the 
official IRNA news agency reported Friday. The raids 
took place on Wednesday and Thursday in the heights 
of Tabas, Torbat-Heidariyeh and Biijand. all close to 
the border with Afghanistan. Seventy-four kilo- 
grammes of opium and heavy weapons were also con- 
fiscated, IRNA said. The Iranian police said Wednes- 
day thar more than 150 tonnes of drugs had been seized 
here in the past 1 1 months. Iran is a transit route for 
opium, heroin, morphine and hashish from its eastern 
neighbours. Pakistan and Afghanistan, destined for 
Europe. A total of 160 tonnes of drugs were confiscat- 
ed last year. 

Medium-strength quake rocks central Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — A medium-strength earthquake 
measuring 4.8 on the open-ended Richter scale rocked 
central Turkey early on Friday, causing minor damage 
but no casualties, the Anatolia news agency said. The 
quake's epicentre was in Corum province. 500 kilome- 
tres east of Istanbul, Istanbul’s Kandilli Seismic Stud- 
ies Institute Said. Anatolia said there was minor dam- 
age in two villages in Corura. but that no one was 
injured. The quake was also felt in the capital Ankara. 

A powerful quake measuring 6.0 on the Richter scale 
caused the death of nearly 100 people in the western 
town of Dinar in October 1 995. 
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| JORDAN TELEVISION 
| Tel. 773111-19 
| PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Mickey Sc. 
Donald Adventures 

14z34l Cartoon — Moomin 

15:00 French Programmes 

16:00 ...Gillette 

16:30 Doc. — Practical Guide to 

Lite Universe 

17:00 Tilt 

17:25 ....Drama — Blue Heelers 

18:00 French Programmes 

I9v30 — News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Hangin'With 
Mr. Cooper 

20:00 Doc. — Magazine-01 

20:30 Prism 

21:10 Lois & Clark — The New 
Adventures of Superman 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 MacGyver 

23:00 Feature Film: “Fatal 
Bund” 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:02. Fajr 

05:21 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:40. Dhuhr 

15:12 ‘Asr 

17:58 ...Maghreb 

19:17 ./Lsha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

St, Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 

Do la Salle Church Tel. 661656. 
Terra Sancta Chun* Tel. 



022366 

Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 623541 

Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chun* 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

.Amman International Church 
Tel. 8271 26 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to rise — 
with clouds appearing at different 
altitudes and- vrfri3s. southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
warm, winds northerly moder- 
acte. and seas calm. 

Miik/Max. temju, 

Amman .....04/17 

Aqaba JO/25 


Deserts .03/20 

Jordan Valley 10/24 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 23 Humidity 
readings: Amman 52 per cent. 
Aqaba 24 per cent. 
USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Arafat AlAsbhab ...-.602507 
Dr. Ayman Al Muhtaseb 875748 

Dc Jamal Jbara .847351 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakeem -.885446 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy ....637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc Mazen Abu Baker .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy (— •) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Dr.HUalAISayed ..986702 
KhaUfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

CSvfl Defence Department 

661111 

Crvil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ... 1 99 
Rescue Police 192, 621131, 


637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank ._... -775 121 

Highway Police ...._ -843402 

Traffic Ponce —896390 

Public Security Department 

.630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints .66 J 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints — 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .. -.787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) ..... 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 

-....661101 

Jordan Televisten -...773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .774111 

Water Authority _.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

.... .815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Afia inti. Airport 08- 
532CK* • 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

S13S13/32 

Khalkh Maternity, J. Amu 

64428176 


AkBeh Maternity, J. Amn. 

— 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas, J. Amman -.636140 

Palestine, Shnudsani ..-.60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital ...—669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasfaer HospitaL.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 
Al-Ahli, Abdali _...66416V6 

Indian. Ai-Mubajreen 

777101/3 

Ai-Basfcir, J. Ashrafieh 

.775111/26 


— .103)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AHA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified. Information 
on ocher flights is obtained on 
telephone (08.) 52700 or (08) 
523250. 

ARRIVALS 


Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Aired Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery _....865 199 

TARO A: 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:55 Damascus (RJ) 

09:40 Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:45 .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi, Dubai (RJ) 

Zar^a Govt Hospital 

...... _(09)9S3323 

10:30 -Colombo (RJ) 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.409)900560 

16:20.. 


17:40. 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al HDtam Modem Hospital 

(09)9909*10 

19-.35. 


20:10 . 


05-35 


IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Other flights 

12:40 ..Muscat, Abu Dhabi (GF) 
15:05. . Vienna (f)S) 

Greek Cattntic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

. ’ (02)247100 

18:15. 

21:00.. 

22:20 

-Dubai, Damascus (EK) 
— .Paris, Damascus (AF) 

2225 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

22:35.. 

23:40.. 

Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 


23:50 .London (KJ) 

01:00 .. -London. Damascus (BA) 

03:45 Rome (A 2) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20- Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Sharm Al Sheikh (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
05:45 ..Marka, Aqaba (add) /RJj 


06:20 

09r00_ 

11:05 

: _..JBeimt(RJ) 

— Aqaba. Leenz (add) (RJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam, New Yoric (RJ) 
11:50 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

12.-00. 

12.-00. 

Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

12:15. 

Cairn (RJ) 

2040. 

Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 

20:15 

20-20 

..■—Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 
Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:00 

.Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

21:00 



Other Flights 
00:15 Damascus. Amsterdam 
(KL) 

03:00 Beirut, Athens (OA) 

07:00 Beirut (ME) 

13:30 „Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

15:50 — Vienna (.OS) 

19:15 Dubai (EK) 

23:10 _ Laroaca (CY) 

23^0 - Cairo (MS) 

23:55 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (AF) 

00:40 Amsterdam (KL) 

04 J5 Rome iAZ) 

06:30 — London ( KJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
2<h30 Aqaba (RW) 

huazrahMy 

TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 a.m. every 
Monday 

Arc Damascus 5:00 pun. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damscus 7:30 mm. every 
Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pun. every 
Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 


Upperflawer price in fils per kg. 

Apple. 

700/500 

Banana (imported).. 
Cabbage. 

— 600/600 
-...1000/900 
100/40 

Carrot 

180/1 “Hi 

Cauliflower. 

380/200 

Cucumber (large) ... 
Cucumber (small) 
Eggplant.™ 

.-...jflyioo 

240/150 

270/140 

Fava beans . 

£50/600 

Garlic 

-...1100/900 

Grape fruit 

200/100 

Lemon ... 

— 430/250 

Marrow (large) 

260/150 

Marrow (small) 
Onion (green) 

— .460/200 
.—180/120 

Onion (dm 

... 2fl0/17n 

Qran°e Ann Men 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

850/500 

300/150 

450/300 

Potato 1 

34A/ltn 

Radish 71 vw 

Spinach Ttnnnn 

S trine beans 

sweat 

Tomato -.—.220/120 
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Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Thursday tour the A1 Hussein Social 
Welfare Foundation and visit with the orphaned children who benefit from the foun- 
dation's care (Photo by George Crystal) 


King, Queen tour welfare foundation, 
visit with orphans cared for therein 


.y 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor Thursday visited 
A1 Hussein Social 'Welfare Foundation, 
which cares for orphaned children, and 
were briefed on the services provided to the 
children. 

Accompanied by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other government offi- 
cials, the King and Queen toured the foun- 
dation and talked to the foster mothers 
employed to take care of the children and 
the foundation's supervisors. 

King Hussein, stating that everything 
possible should be done to ensure a healthy 
environment for the children, suggested 
that the medical authorities concerned pro- 
vide services lo the children in conjunction 
with the Royal Medical Services of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces. He also urged the 
country’s social and voluntary institutions, 
including Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, to 


pursue and intensify their social and 
humanitarian services in the country. 

Later, Mr. Kabariti recommended that the 
NHF and other voluntary and philanthropic 
societies in Jordan supply the government 
with proposals and ideas to promote 
social services and provide better care for 
underprivileged children. 

Minis ter of Social Development Hammad 
Abu Jamous and Director of the Royal 
Medical Services, Major General Yousef 
Qousus expressed their departments' readi- 
ness to provide further assistance to A1 
Hussein Social Welfare Foundation. 

A1 Hussein Social Institution currently 
cares for JS5 orphaned children between 
one and seven years of age. 

Their Majesties were also accompanied 
by Chief of the Royal Court Awn Kha- 
sawneh and HRH Princess Zein Bint A1 
Hussein. 
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Premier lauds PSD efforts to locate child’s body 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Friday lauded Public Securi- 
ty Department iPSD) and other efforts to locate the body of an eight-year old child, who 
was carried away by a flashflood near the Seventh Circle lait week..- ... .. 

1 Mr. Kabariti met \y$i.PSD Director Lieutenant General Nasouh Muhieddin ancfcalled 
for stronger collaboration with other security forces. 

Referring to the issuance of computerised driving licences, Mr. Kabariti described him- 
self as impressed by achievements made by the Drivers and Vehicles Licensing Depart- 
ment in using advanced technology to rapidly issue driving licences. 

He called for the same technology to be employed in other licensing departments 
throughout the Kingdom. 

The' prime minister called on the PSD to provide the necessary training and technical 
support for Palestinian police and stated chat the Palestinian police chief requested the 
provision of such support during a visit to Jordan last month. 


Candidates participate in 
open debate to prepare for 
JBA presidential elections 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Strengthening 
the independent judiciary and 
broadening the rights of 
lawyers were die major 
issues discussed in a 
weekend debate among four 
presidential candidates in 
preparation for the Jordan 
Bar Association tJBA) elec- 
tions. 

In an open JBA debate. 
Hussein Mujjali. Association 
President and Arab national- 
ist. Saleh Armouti. Islamist. 
Zuhdi Dissi, seen to be close 
to Fatah ta PLO faction), and 
Omar Damrah. independent, 
discussed their election pro- 
grammes and projected con- 
tributions if elected to the 
JBA presidency. 

As Mr. Mujjali stressed his 
achievements as a three-term 
JBA president as well as his 
accomplishments in develop- 
ing laws to gram life insur- 
ance. proper retirement, 
social security and higher 
fees to lawyers. Mr. Dissi 
countered that no one person 
has the right to claim such 
accomplishments as his own. 

•‘Every lawyer contributed 
to developing JBA laws and 
no one person can monopo- 
lise these accomplishments." 

he said . . 

Other candidates mainly 
focused on what they per- 
ceived as flaws in relation to 
the JBA' s “weak" political 
stands vis-a-vis Iraq. Sudan 
and Libya as well as the need 
for a stronger palest against 
normalisation of tie* Wllh 
Israel. , 

Thev also stressed the need 
for a redefined judiciary sys- 
tem. independent ot the exec- 
utive authority's control. 


“Currently the minister of 
justice has the right to dis- 
solve the elected executive 
council of the JBA. He also 
has the right to transfer a 
judge from one location to 
another." Mr. Armouti said, 
adding that such rights affect 
the “objectivity" of the legal 
system to a certain extent. 

Mr. Damrah asserted that 
he and his “Independent 
Lawyers List" (ILL) will 
stand firmly against any 
interference with the judicial 
authority. He stressed that the 
ILL will coordinate with spe- 
cialised parties to stop 
“usurping” the civil courts’ 
authorities, by sending cases 
to the State Security and Mil- 
itary Courts as currently 
practised. He also stressed 
the need for a constitutional 
court in order to “interpret 
the constitution and cancel 
current unconstitutional 
laws." 

The candidates also pointed 
to ' shortcomings” of die JBA 
in guaranteeing lawyers’ 
legal immunity against 
“unjustified” suspensions 
against them as decreed by 
judges. 

Mr. Annouti vowed that, 
once elected, he will work on 
granting lawyers immunity 
such as is presently enjoyed 
by judges. He said that a 
judge should not have the 
right to suspend a lawyer and 
that such a right should only 
be granted to a JBA commit- 
tee. 

-[The JBA] should form a 
committee to study suspen- 
sion cases filed against 
lawyers and [rule as to 
whether or not such decisions 
are justified.]" he said. This 
right of suspension, duly 
granted to judges, is “mis- 


used," especially as cases in 
Jordan are usually presented 
in a written form and that 
therefore suspension, on the 
basis of contempt the court, 
is invalid, he added. 

Mr. Mujjali stated that 
trainee lawyers should be 
properly instructed and that 
in 19S5 he gave the executive 
council the right to hold JBA 
exams and that he will not 
modify this decision. 

“The market is saturated 
with lawyers and we need to 
oiganise these issues from 
their roots." he said. 

Only a handful of lawyers 
passed the last JBA exams 
which are taken after a grad- 
uate student of law finishes a 
two-year training. 

Although the Islamists 
were close lo winning the 
presidency by-elec lions in 
April, no Islamist has ever 
managed to win the presiden- 
tial seat and the association 
has always been controlled 
by a coalition representing 
Arab nationalists. leftists and 
Baathists. 

Regarding this year’s elec- 
tion, expected to be a fierce 
competition between 

Islamists and Arab national- 
ists, Mr. Armouti believes 
that he could set a precedent 
as the younger generation of 
lawyers voted in his favor 
last year. 

Such lawyers, who voted 
for Mr. Armouti last year, 
told the Jordan Times that 
their votes were nor based on 
any political affiliation but on 
what they felt each candidate 
could provide for the associa- 
tion. 

So far. 50 lawyers are run- 
ning forth e 10-seat council. 


Results tabulated for municipal elections 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Friday described 
Wednesday’s municipal 
council elections as very 
Successful and maintaining 
a high degree of integrity. 

Results witnessed the re- 
election of Ibtisara Furaihat 
as council member for the 
Rajeb township in the 
Ajloun district. 

The elections held in 
Irbid, Table h. Madaba, 
Balqa. Mafraq and Ajloun 
brought the following peo- 
ple to public office: 

Irbid 

Jihfiyeh: Mayor ZJad 

Abdullah Taiafih 411 
votes. Members: Ibrahim 
Saleh Taiafih 430 votes, 
Mohammad Awad Taiafih 
420 votes, Ahmad Farhan 
Tai afih 412 votes, Ghazi 
Mohammad Taiafih 394 
votes, Omar Salim Taiafih 
394 votes. Mahmoud Aii A1 
Taiafih 385 votes. 

Aqraba: Mayor: Abul 

Salam Yousef Shutaitat. 
Members: Kayed Fayadh 
Shutiyat 323 votes, Thuqan 
Mohammad Hamadinah 
316 votes, Salem Abdullah 
Bani Khalid 3 14 votes. Ibti- 
sam Mahmoud Sari 311 
votes, Mohammad Khalid 
Sobuh 267 votes, Ahmad 
Yousef Shutaitat 256 votes. 

Habakah: Mayor Abdul 
Fatah Ali Omari 352 votes. 
Members: Turki Ali Omari 
337 votes, Salim SaJeem 
Omari 334 votes, Ahmed 
Mohammad Hamasba 333 
votes, Mohammad Khalil 
Omari 330 votes, Abdul 
Karim Yasin Omari 321, 
Ahmed Hasan Omari 321 
votes. 

Marwah: Mayor Moham- 
mad Said Omari 597 votes. 
Members: Yahya Nawaf 
Omari 534 votes, Moham- 
mad Hasan Omari 525 
votes, Munther Mohammad 
Mazari 523 votes. Yousef 
Abdullah Abu Qamar 515 
Votes. 1 Hasan Ahmad Karakr 
015 1 votes, Taysir Khalifah 
Omari 505 votes. 


Jijeen: Mayor: Mohammad 
Jidaan Azam. Members: 
Sami Raji Amarat, Mah- 
moud Yousef Azam. 
Ahmad Ibrahim Azam, 
Yahya Mahmoud Qweitin. 
Ali Mohammad Azam. 


Zoubia: Mayor Ghalib 
Abul Rahim Daradkeh 529 
votes. Members: Mahmoud 
Saleh Daradkeh 530 votes, 
Marwan Ulayan Daradkeh 
527. Hussein Munawer 
Daradkeh 525 votes, 
Ibrahim Ali Daradkeh 522 
votes, Ahmad Mahmoud 
Daradkeh 520 votes. Fayez 
Mahmoud Daradkeh 520 
votes. 



MLOTK 
1i Anmnii 


AtJttMTHkH 


IKE ID 


3-fnfclufi, -tJVhnmh. 
S-Jjmp. j-Ztubia. 


SALQA. 

2- KunuinHP. 


Mafraq 

Fa 'a: Mayor Turki Tayil 
Mufleh 295 votes. Mem- 
bers: Falah Tawafhah 304 
votes. Ham dan Tawafhah 
288 votes. Mahmoud 
Abdullah 284 vores, lrzaiq 
Kaheeni 283 votes, Barakat 
Hamad 2S2 votes, Mah- 
moud Abdul Karim 266 
votes. 

AJ Mansourah: Mayor: 

Khalaf Jazi Bar'i. Mem- 
bers: Fahed Khalaf Bar'i 
261 votes, Khalid Khalaf 
Sariian 233 votes, Nashmi 
Muneizil 232 votes, Aziz 
Bar’i 230 votes, Moham- 
mad Khaldi 219 votes, Aref 
A’id Bar’i 214 votes. 

A1 Harsh: Mayor Ali 
Qasim Salim 207 votes. 
Members: Eid FaJah Salim 
230 votes, Hisham Moham- 
mad Shura’ ah 202 votes. 
Ali M ’jali Salim 202 votes, 
Abdul Karim Za'id 202 
votes, Mahmoud Nahar 
Khatar 197 votes, Khalif 


Mahmoud Shutai'wi 195 
votes. 

Manshieh: Mayor Ali 

Ibrahim Shura ’ah 247 
votes. Members: Khalaf 

Radad Khaldi 265 votes, 
Abdul Hamid Nu’aimat 
246 votes, Said Naser Shu- 
ra’ah 240 votes, Sha’im 
Rivahi 235 votes. Atallah 
Shuwa'ir 230 votes. Ulayan 
Sharafat 205 votes. 

Madaba 

AJ Jabal Al Sharqi: 
Mayor: Surour Abdullah 
Ajaleen 314 votes. Mem- 
bers: Abdul Razaq Suleimat 
324 votes. Abdul Aziz 
Ajaleen 323 votes. Abdul 
Hadi Hawawsheh 322 
votes, Mohammad Ajaleen 
322 votes, Khalaf Ajaleen 
321 votes. Hamad Ajaleen 
3 1 9 votes. 

Ajloun 

Awsarah: Mayor: Hamdan 
Bu’airat 373 votes. Mem- 


bers: Sami Bu’airat 357 
votes. Mohammad Hasan 
Bu’airat 346 votes. Ahmad 
Saleh Bu’airat 335 votes. 
Mohammad Abdullah 
Bu'airat 333 votes. Ahmad 
Ali Mahashi 331 votes. 
.Ahmad Ali Ghazu 330 
votes. 

Rajeb: Mayor Naser 

Mohammad Furaihat 402 
votes. Members: Ibtisam 

Furaihat 427 votes, Yousef 
Ananzeh 424 votes. Khalaf 
Dababseh 404 votes, 

Ahmad Nu’aimat 394 
votes. Abdul Nour Furaihat 
382 votes. Hussein Furaihat 
381 votes. 

Tafileh 

Arafah: Sunfaha and 

Oraim: Mayor: Abdul 

Razaq Sawlqah 492 votes. 
Members: Mohammad 

Jadallah Sawlqah 490 
votes, Ibrahim Sawlqah 
483 votes. Hatira Sawlqah 
480 votes. Mohammad 
Mutlaq Sawlqah 473 votes. 


Mohammad Yahya 

Sawlqah 472 voies. Awad 
Sawlqah 464 votes. 

Balqa 

Zei: Mayor: Abed Musleh 
Amayreh. Members: 
Mohammad Nahar Alqan 
727 votes. Amjad Masri 
66 1 votes. Mohammad 
Suleiman Faleh 649 votes. 
Ali Rahahleh 605 votes. 
Hamud Amayreh 543 
votes. Adel Abu Humur 54 1 
votes. 

Runiamein: Mayor: 

Yaqoub Fa’ouri. Members: 
Salameh Qutaishat 429 
votes, Fuad Mohammad 
Hamad 41 1 votes. Baker 
Shutai’wi 409 votes. Jamal 
Aref Ba’jawi 40S votes. 
Hamdan Kharabsheh 406 
votes. Hasan Saleh Saber 
402 votes. 


Minister, university president deny 
pressure applied for resignation 


By Sacha BaggiU 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Higher Education Abdullah 
Ensour Friday told the Jordan 
Times that the resignation of 
Muta University President 
Abdul Rahman Attiyat was 
purely voluntary and not the 
result of a Prime Ministry 
request as reported by the Ara- 
bic weekly tabloid Shihan. 

Shihan reported Thursday 
that Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti warned Dr. 
Attiyat that if he did not resign 
from his post at Muta Univer- 
sity, he would face charges of 
corruption as justified by cer- 
tain documents in the pre- 
mier's possession. 

Mr. Ensour maintained that 
neither he nor the prime minis- 
ter played any role in Dr. 
Attiyat’s resignation last 
week. 

“This was a voluntary deci- 
sion on Dr. Amyat’s behalf 
and I am not able to comment 
on the reasons behind it as 
they were personal,” he said. 

When contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times, members of the 
teaching staff at Muta. 
requesting anonymity, assert- 
ed that complaints of corrup- 
tion against the university 
president were taken to HRH 
Prince Zaid Ben Shaker, chair- 
man of the university's Royal 


Committee. 

“Accusations against Dr. 
Attiyat. including complaints 
that he abused the right to 
gram scholarships to students, 
that he made decisions without 
the necessary consensus of his 
staff and that he misused his 
power to appoint people to 
positions al the university, 
were taken to Prince Zaid Ben 
Shaker last year,” one univer- 
sity tutor averred. 

“These complaints, submit- 
ted by a so-called ‘opposition 
group’ formed amongst teach- 
ing staff, met with a sympa- 
thetic response from the com- 
mittee chairman who 
promised to investigate the sit- 
uation," he added. 

“Dr. Attiyat ruled the univer- 
sity.” a second Muta Universi- 
ty tutor said. “He polarised 
relations between staff mem- 
bers; those favoured by him 
and those who opposed him.” 

Other university tutors at 
Muta told the Jordan Times 
that they were uninformed of 
the reasons behind Dr. Attiy- 
at 's resignation. 

“We haven ’r officially been 
told why he has resigned, but 
it seems odd that he did SO. a 
mere four months before the 
end of his term." another tutor 
said. 

When this reporter inter- 
viewed Dr. Attiyat .himself, 
“outside pressures frum the 


Karak community." was the 
reason given for his resigna- 
tion after four years as univer- 
sity president. 

"Certain members of the 
Karak community were pres- 
suring me with complaints that 
i did not employ enough mem- 
bers of their community at the 
university." he said. 

“Just a few months ago. I 
held a meeting with communi- 
ty representatives. At this 

meeting l showed them docu- 
ments proving that 1.160 local 
residents were employed at the 
university, hut the pressure has 
continued." Dr. Auiyui suited. 

He insisted that his term was 
not due to end until December 
and that his method of “resist- 
ing the pressure" would take 
the form of a return to leach- 
ing chemistry at the Universi- 
ty of Yarmouk. 

“The university's budget for 
this year was recently 
approved by the Council for 
Higher Education, and so 1 
thought it would be an appro- 
priate time to resign." Dr. 
Attiyat elaborated. 

When asked more specifi- 
cally about the circumstance*, 
of his resignation, he simply 
responded. “I have not seen cr 
spoken with the prime minis- 
ter and only saw the minister 
of education on the day 1 sub- 
mitted my resignation." 


Criminal Court postpones 
‘Udwan Mills’ retrial 


By Rana Husseini 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court last week postponed 
the retrial of 10 people, 
five of whom having been 
sentenced to death last 
year, to March 29. 

The same court will issue 
a revised ruling. 

Ar that rime, the court 
will “either issue a verdict 
against the defendants or 
decide to study other evi- 
dence in the case." accord- 
ing to judicial sources. 

The defendants are pan 
of an original group of 12 
people, including two 
women, nicknamed 
“Udwan Mills,” who, 
in 1 995. were declared 
guilty of committing five 
murders, several armed 
robberies, thefts, aitempted 
murder, kidnapping and 
fraud. 

Two of the murder vic- 
tims were security officers. 

Two of the original 12 
defendants were declared 
innocent of any wrongdo- 
ing while 10 received sen- 
tences ranging from 10 
years to death. 

The Court of Cassation, 
which subsequently 
reviewed the case for six 
months, returned the case 
to the Criminal Court in 
April 1996. ruling that the 


latter based its ruling on 
the defendants' own con- 
fessions and neglected to 
study applicable evidence. 

It justified its decision as 
“the defendants claimed 
they were interrogated and 
forced to confess." 

During the six-month 
retrial the court called sev- 
eral witnesses, including a 
laboratory ex pen who tes- 
tified in court that hair 
samples found in the hands 
of one of the victims did 
not match any of the 
defendants. 

During Thursday’s court 
session, the prosecution 
repeated its call to press all 
charges against the defen- 
dan LS. 

The defence team, how- 
ever. requested that the 
court tribunal follow the 
ruling of the higher court. 

The case, one of the 
longest in Jordan’s history , 
lasted three years and the 
court heard 160 witnesses. 

The group, initially tried 
at the SLate Security Court, 
was nicknamed “Udwan 
Mills”as they were cap- 
tured in a police raid in the 
Udwan Mills village in 
Sukhneh. 
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Yeltsin, Clinton discuss 


March summit by phone 


MOSCOW (R) — U.S. President Bill Clinton and Russian 
leader Boris Yeltsin spoke to each other by telephone 
Thursday and agreed on an agenda for their March summit 
in Helsinki, the Kremlin press service said. 

The two leaders also discussed bilateral ties, disarmament 
and the thorny issue of relations between Russia and NATO 
during their 20-minute conversation, it said in a statement 

“The presidents of Russia and the United States ordered 
their experts to intensify their work in all directions and 
expressed their mutual aspiration to make the meeting in 
Helsinki fruitful and successful." the statement said. 

Earlier Thursday Russian and U.S. officials in Helsinki 
completed preparations for the March 20-21 summit. 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin will hold their talks at 
Mantyniemi, the Finnish president’s residence in the suburb 
of Meilahti. the Kremlin Press Service said. 

The summit is expected to focus mainly on NATO's 
planned eastward expansion to include former Warsaw Pact 
countries — something Moscow fiercely opposes as a 
direct threat to its own security. 

On a recent trip to Moscow U.S- Secretary' of State 
Madeleine Albright made clear that NATO would press on 
with plans to invite several former Communist countries to 
join the Atlantic alliance this summer, regardless of Russian 
objections. 

However she also offered some concessions to make the 
plans more palatable ro Moscow and reported “important 
progress" in her discussions with Russian leaders. 

Last weekend Mr. Yeltsin, recently recovered from a bout 
of pneumonia, said he believed a compromise could be 
found in Helsinki. 

Mr. Yeltsin has a good personal rapport with Mr. Clinton. 

Meanwhile. President Yeltsin held talks Thursday with a 
high-flying army general after hastily summoning him from 
Russia's far east, heightening speculation he may sack his 
defence minister in a government reshuffle. 

Mr. Yeltsin met General Viktor Chechevatov, commander 
of the Far East military district and a potential successor to 
Defence Minister Igor Rodionov. 

Mayak Radio reported that Gen. Rodionov had cancelled 
a trip to Armenia scheduled for next week, just before Mr. 
Yeltsin is expected to announce changes in the government. 

It did not say why Gen. Rodionov's trip had been can- 
celled and the Defence Ministry declined to comment on 
the report. 

Gen. Chechevatov told Interfax News Agency he and the 
president had discussed military reforms. The general 
denied he had been offered any new post but said reforms 
were urgently needed to improve conditions in the cash- 
strapped armed forces. 

“I told the president the troops are controllable and capa- 


ble of functioning at the moment, but the situation is seri- 
ous. as in Stalingrad.'’ said Gen. Chechevatov. referring to 
one of the fiercest battles of World War 0. 

One million people were killed in the battle of Stalingrad, 
between July 1942 and February 1943. The Soviet victory 
over the Nazi invaders at what is now called Volgograd 
helped turn the tide of the war. 

Russian newspapers said Gen. Rodionov's fate hung in 
the balance after a public rebuke by Mr. Yeltsin Wednesday, 
although they played down rumours that Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin was about to be sacked in the reshuf- 
fle. expected late next week. 

“Rodionov has been warned but not yet fired," the news- 
paper Kommersant daily wrote. "The president is starting 
the search for his successor." 

Mr. Yeltsin gives few audiences to regional army com- 
manders and the liberal Izvestia newspaper said defence 
specialists regarded the unexpected meeting as “sensation- 
al*' and that it could herald big changes in the military top 
brass. 

Izvestia said Mr. Yeltsin had been impressed with Gen. 
Chechevatov when he met him last April and that the 51- 
year-old general had been on the short list of candidates to 
become defence minister before Gen. Rodionov was 
appointed last July. 

Mr. Yeltsin told Gen. Rodionov Wednesday to stop 
“whining" after the minister said he was in charge of "a dis- 
integrating army and a dying navy" and stepped up calls for 
more defence spending. 

But the 60-year-old minister's dismissal is no foregone 
conclusion. Mr. Yeltsin appeared to back him last week and 
risks more upheaval in the armed forces if he replaces him. 

The parlous state of the armed forces is expected to fea- 
ture in a radio address that Mr. Yeltsin will make to the 
nation, his second since recovering from a bout of pneumo- 
nia. Ekho Moskvy radio said. 

It added that the address, to be broadcast at 0800 GMT, 
would also touch on the 1997 budget, which Mr. Yeltsin 
signed into law Wednesday after months of parliamentary 
wrangling. 

The prime aim of the impending cabinet reshuffle appears 
to be for Mr. Yeltsin to show he is firmly back at the helm 
after spending many mouths out of the Kremlin with health 
problems. 

Mr. Yeltsin has said he is particularly worried about 
delays in the payment of wages and pensions that has trig- 
gered strikes and protests across the vast country. 

Underlining the level of social discontent the Federation 
of Independent Trade Unions said Thursday it would stage 
a one-day national strike on March 27 lo protest against 
wage arrears and the government’s social policies. 


Albania’s Berisha to seek new mandate on March 3 


TIRANA (R) — Albania's 
parliament has announced it 
would hold a vote to elect 


sident Sali Berisha as its 
candidate. 

Mr. Berisha, who had to 
stand for reelection by 
March 9. was likely to be 
unopposed in the vote and 
was sure to secure a second 
five-year term as his De- 
mocrats hold 122 of the 140 
parliamentary seats. 

“On Monday at 10 a.m. 
(0900 GMT), a plenary ses- 
sion of parliament will be 
convened to elect the presi- 
dent of the republic." parlia- 
mentary president Pjeter 
Arbnori said. 

Parliament set the date 
after a four-hour debate on 
three weeks of ami-govern- 
ment protests in the south- 
ern town of VJore sparked 
by the collapse of Pyramid 
investment schemes that has 
left thousands of impover- 
ished Albanians penniless. 

Before the debate, depu- 
ties stood for a minute's 


silence for the victims of a 
violent dash in Vlore on 
Feb. 10. One man was shot 


who began a hunger strike 
eight days ago. have be- 
come a fresh focus of anti- 
govemmenr resentment. 
w In Gjirokaster. 230 kilo- 
metres south of Tirana, po- 
lice units surrounded a uni- 
versity building where 46 
students began a hunger 
strike Thursday in solidarity 
with Vlore students. 

Regular police later with- 
drew but plainclothes police 
remained in the area and 
had ordered the students to 
vacate the building on the 
grounds that their action 
was illegal. 

The right-wing govern- 
ment has tried repeatedly to 
halt peaceful protests by 
describing their actions as 
illegal. 

The Gjirokaster students, 
who were addressed by Be- 
risha in the town Wednes- 
day. said they were unim- 
pressed with his refusal to 


sack the government over 
the financial scandal. 

Some 600 students who 
have occupied a nearby lec- 
.lufle* hall “were later joined; 
'by airoddd'' ^lecturers’. - ~ ; 

In Tirana, police inter- 
vened Thursday to halt stu- 
dents in the capital from 
mounting their own hunger 
strike. 

In Elbasan. 50 kilometres 
south of Tirana. 2,000 peo- 
ple Thursday staged a 
peaceful anti -government 
rally and later dispersed. 
Albania's state news agency 
ATA reported. 

The symbolism of the stu- 
dent action has not been lost 
on Berisha or the 
Democrats. Student protests 
led to the downfall of 45 
years of Stalinist rule in 
1990 and students helped 
found the Democratic Party 
in December of that year. 

Azem Hajdari, a student 
leader of that anti -Commu- 
nist revolt, who is now a 
Democrat deputy, called in 
parliament for the resigna- 
tion of Prime Minister Alek- 
sander Meksi’s government 


over its handling of the Py- 
ramid scheme scams. 

‘The government should 
resign because some SO ro 
90 per cent of the Democ- 
rats, wanr silch a thing,” he 
told the assembly. 

Twelve other Democrats 
and two other senior party 
figures have also called for 
the dismissal of the Meksi 
administration. 

But Mr. Meksi remained 
defiant. “What is currently 
happening in Vlore is out of 
character of the Vlore peo- 
ple, but it should be solved 
before it is too late.” he told 
deputies. 

Despite government op- 
position within the Democ- 
rats. Mr. Berisha was cer- 
tain to win enough votes 
Monday as smaller rightist 
parties in parliament have 
declined to mount a chal- 
lenge. 

Berisha's main political 
rival. Socialist leader Fatos 
Nano, is in jail for corrup- 
tion but his supporters al- 
lege he is being held as a 
political prisoner. 


_rhe country's president dead and two others died of 
ifabnday arid the Yu ling De-. ■ heart attacks. .. . . 
mocratic Party - ' chose Pfe- ’ VIdreTJhi vers ity'studenK " 


U.N. renews Angola peace force for only a month 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The Security Council, bla- 
ming former UNITA rebels 
for delays in establishing a 
national unity government 
in Angola, has extended the 
mandate of the U.N. peace- 
keeping force there for only 
one month, until March 31. 

The move will enable the 
Council to keep the situa- 
tion under close scrutiny. 

In a unanimous resolution 
the Council also said it was 
ready, in case of further 
delay, to impose trade sanc- 
tions on UNITA and travel 
restrictions on its senior 
officials. 

The U.N. Angola Verifica- 


tion Mission (UNAVEM 
III), now numbering about 
6.600 troops, observers and 
police, has been helping 
oversee a peace accord 
which the government led 
by President Jose Eduardo 
Dos Santos signed with 
UNITA in Lusaka. Zambia, 
in 1994. 

Establishment of a nation- 
al unity government, origi- 
nally scheduled for Jan. 25, 
was to mark the culmination 
of the peace process. 

But this was postponed, 
largely because of problems 
in finding an acceptable role 
for Unita leader Jonas Sa- 
vimbi. who still controls 


much of Angola, including 
diamond-rich areas. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan said in a recent re- 
port he would recommend a 
two-month extension of the 
U.N. force if the national 
unity government were 
formed before the expiry of 
UNAVEM ’s current man- 
date at the end of February. 

Otherwise, he recommen- 
ded only a one-month renew- 
al, until the end of March. 

Even after UNAVEM 
ends its mandate and com- 
pletes its withdrawal over 
several months, it is expect- 
ed to be succeeded by a 
smaller U.N. observer mis- 


sion that would remain until 
the end of the year. 

The Security Council res- 
olution expressed deep con- 
cern at the second delay in 
forming a national unity 
government “as a result of 
the failure of LTNITA" to 
meet an agreed timetable. 

It also expressed concern 
at the continued delay in 
carrying out remaining 
political and military provi- 
sions of the peace accord, 
including the selection and. 
incorporation of some 
UNITA soldiers into the 
Angolan armed forces and 
the demobilisation of the 
others. 


Major ‘disappointed’ by Tory by-election defeat 


LONDON (AFP) — Prime 
Minister John Major said 
Friday he was "disappoint- 
ed” by his party’s drubbing 
in a by-election that had 
been viewed as a barometer 
of national mood for 
upcoming general elections. 

The loss of a seat in 
Thursday’s voting put Mr. 
Major’s government back in 
a minority of one in the 
House of Commons, accen- 
tuating the frailty of his go- 
vernment’s parliamentary 
position. 

But he insisted the opposi- 
tion Labour victory in the 
northeastern constituency of 


Wirral South near Liverpool 
would “not affect people’s 
lives," and he predicted his 
party would win the general 
elections he has promised to 
call by May 1. 

Labour deputy leader John 
Prescott called the result 
“amazing and brilliant... a 
major shift in politics." but he 
insisted Labour, which is 
leading the Tories in all polls 
on the elections, was not 
"complacent.” 

The Tories got the “kick- 
ing” Deputy Prime Minister 
Michael 

Heseliine had predicted in 
Wirral South, with Labour’s 


candidate. 56-year-old for- 
mer civil servant Ben Chap- 
man. gamering a 7,888-vote 
margin over Tory rival Les 
Byrom in the Conservative 
stronghold. 

“Of course I'm disap- 
pointed by the result.” said 
Mr. Major. “It’s a poor re- 
ward for an excellent candi- 
date. But last night's result 
won’t affeci people’s lives.” 

The by-election, he said, 
was "the end of the phoney 
war. 

“Next time, a cross in the 
wrong box could mean Bri- 
tain takes a wrong turning. 

“I don't believe that at the 


general election, people will 
want to elect a party that 
will increase spending, 
bring in higher taxes and 
higher interest rates, new- 
trade union rights and an 
end to choice in education. 

“That's what will happen 
if they vote in a Labour gov- 
ernment” 

Tony Blair, who in nearly 
three years as Labour leader 
has orchestrated wholesale 
reform in the party said in 
remarks prepared for a 
speech later in the day: "We 
have changed for the better, 
and they have changed for 
the worse.” 



Laure Lamotte (left) mourns near caskets of Isabelle and Audrey as their father weeps (centre) during graveside 
ceremonies Thursday. France mourned four school girls who were raped and slain during carnival celebrations 
(Reuter photo) 


Murdered girls’ funeral draws 7,000 in France 


BOULOGNE-SUR-MER. 
France (R) — French Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe joined 
7.000 mourners Thursday at 
the funeral of four girls 
raped and murdered last 
week in a crime that 
sparked calls for the return 
of the Guillotine. 

The ceremony took place 
in the cathedral of the 
Channel port of Boulogne- 
Sur-Mer as the National 
Assembly in Paris suspend- 
ed its session for 10 minutes 
to honour the victims. 


Pakistan 


Peggy. 20. her 17-year-old 
sister Amelie. Isabelle, 20, 
and her sister Audrey, 17, 
went missing on the night of 
Feb. 1 1 during carnival cel- 
ebrations. Their costumed 
bodies were found days 
later hastily buried in the 
sand near a World War II 
concrete bunker. 

Two scrap metal dealer 
brothers, one a convicted 
murderer and the other a 
convicted rapisL are in cus- 
tody on suspicion of raping 
and strangling the girls. 

U.S. refuses 


“They were always smiling 
and gay. They always had a 
kind word. We are shocked 
by this tragic event. We pray 
for them and their families.” 
Delphine, a friend of (he vic- 
tims, said during the sombre 
funeral service. 

In the wake of a series of 
sex killings and Belgium's 
child murder scandal, the 
government has proposed a 
bill to toughen punishment 
of sex offenders and intro- 
duce medical tracking of 
rapists after their release 

visa to Sinn 


from prison. 

The killings also led to calls 
for a reintroduction of the 
death penalty. The Guillotine 
was abolished in 1981. 

Over the objections of the 
dead girls' families, offi- 
cials of the far-right Natio- 
nal Front party called a 
news conference to urge a 
return of the death penalty. 

"It is up to the priests to 
speak of the dead and up to 
the politicians to defend the 
living." said National Front 
leader Carl Lang. 

Fein leader 


quakes 
kills at 
least 48 

QUETTA. Pakistan (AFP) 
— A major earthquake 
measuring up to 7.3 on the 
Richter Scale killed at least 
48 people in southwestern 
Pakistan Friday, officials 
said. 

Thousands of panic stri- 
cken residents poured onto 
the streets of Quetta, capi- 
tal of Baluchistan province, 
bordering Iran and Afgha- 
nistan, after a main tremor 
at 2:10 ajn. (2110 GMT 
Thursday). 

Thirty-eight people were 
killed in Harnai, 145 kilo- 
metres east of Quetta, pro- 
vincial government offi- 
cials said. Three villages 
were destroyed around 
Harnai and a rail line was 
cut. 

Three people were killed 
in Quetta, and seven in 
Sibbi, a district about 160 
kilometres to the east, hos- 
pital sources and residents 
said. Sibbi and Harnai were 
the closest towns to the 
quake epicentre in the Su- 
laiman Mountains. 

Officials highlighted 
though that the toll could 
rise as reports to come in 
from across the far flung 
province with a population 
of around six million. 

Pakistan's Seismological 
Centre in Peshawar estima- 
ted the main quake’s mag- 
nitude at 6.6 on the open- 
ended Richter Scale. 

Monitoring stations in 
Australia and Hong Kong 
gave an estimate of 7.3 on 
the Richter Scale. A quake 
of seven can cause major 
damage. 

The Australian Geologi- 
cal Survey Organisation 
(AGSO) in Canberra also 
measured an earlier quake 
which it said hit 6.3 on rhe 
Richrer Scale. 

Panic was biggest in 
Quetta, which was razed by 
a quake 62 years ago that 
killed an estimated 35,000 
people. Nineteen earth- 
quakes have hit the city 
since 1905, according to 
local experts. 

The first impact was fol- 
lowed by a series of after- 
shocks which rattled the 
city of one million people. 

Many raud-and-stone 
homes on the outskirts of 
Quetta caved in, resulting 
in at least two deaths. 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
United States has refused to 
grant a visa to Gerry 
Adams, the leader of the 
IRA’s Sinn Fein political 
wing, a press report said 
Friday. 

• The Financial Times (FT) 
quoted an unnamed U.S. 
official as saying "we told 
Mr. Adams a year ago the 
only reason we would allow 
him into the country was to 
hear face-to-face how dis- 
appointed the administra- 
tion was at the resumption 
of (IRA) violence." The 
official was referring to the 
violent campaign by the 


LRA (Irish Republican Ar- 
ray) for a united Ireland 
which the organisation re- 
newed a year ago after a 1 7- 
month ceasefire. 

The FT said the U.S. has 
invited the leaders of Nor- 
thern Ireland's other main 
parties to a White House 
reception to celebraie Ire- 
land’s national holiday. 
Saint Patrick’s Day, on 
March 17. 

And in marked contrast to 
its position on Sinn Fein, 
the leaders of political par- 
ties representing Protestant 
paramilitaries had also been 
invited to the reception, the 


paper added. 

The loyalists have held 
the ceasefires they called 
shortly after the IRA did so 
in September 1994, despite 
repeatedly threatening to 
-end them in response to 
each attack by the IRA. - 

In 1995. seven months into 
the IRA ceasefire, Mr. Adams 
was feted when he attended 
the Saint Patrick’s Day recep- 
tion at the White House. 

On Thursday, the IRA 
claimed responsibility for 
the death of a British soldier 
shot in the back by a sniper 
at a checkpoint in Northern 
Ireland earlier this month. 


Former king arrives in Bucharest 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — 

Former King Michael of 
Romania returned to his 
homeland Friday for his 
first visit as a full-fledged 
citizen in 50 years. 

King Michael, accompa- 
nied by his wife, Anne of 
Bourbon-Parraa, was met at 
the airport by Prime Minis- 
ter Victor Ciorbea, several 
government ministers and a 
crowd of several hundred 
well wishers who had been 
allowed to get near the 
plane. 

Reno says no need yet for 
special Clinton funds probe 


“ Long live King Mi- 
chael,” several people shou- 
ted, brandishing Romania’s 
national colours red, yellow 
and blue and portraits of the 
former monarch. 

The 75-year-old ex-king, 
who lives in exile in Swit- 
zerland. was forced to abid- 
cate in 1947, then stripped 
of citizenship by the Com- 
munists in 1948, but the 
current centre-right govern- 
ment restored it on Feb. 21 . 

In 50 years, he has only 
once received authorisation 


to visit his native country — 
for the Orthodox Easter in 
1992. when he was given a 
hero’s welcome. 

On arrival in the VIP 
lounge, the former sovereign 
was handed his brand-new 
Romanian passport made out 
in the name of "Michael of 
Romania.” He will stay in the 
capital except for a brief 
excursion to the provinces 
Monday to the tomb of his 
grandfather Ferdinand. 

In all. King Michael will 
spend six days in Romania. 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. Attorney General Janet 
Reno said Thursday that she 
so far sees no reason for an 
independent counsel to in- 
vestigate the Democratic 
fund-raising controversy in- 
volving President Bill Clin- 
ton. 

But Ms. Reno, who has 
ordered a Justice Depart- 
ment task force to vigorous- 
ly investigate ail allegations 
of improper fund-raising, 
said she would seek an out- 
side special counsel should 
it become necessary under 
the law. 

“As recendy as last week, 
they (Justice Department 
lawyers) have advised me 
that it (the evidence in die 
fund-raising rowj does not 
rise to the standards provid- 
ed for in the independent 
counsel statute,” she told 
reporters. 

“When it does, I will fol- 
low the law of the statute. 
I'm prepared whenever that 
statute is triggered to use 
it.” 

Ms. Reno’s statement 
drew an angry response 
from Senator John McCain, 
an Arizona Republican who 


is spearheading a drive to 
reform campaign finance 
laws. Mr. McCain said he 
was amazed by Ms. Reno's 
refusal to name an indepen- 
dent counsel to investigate 
fundraising after counsels 
had been appointed to look 
into other various allega- 
tions he considered far less 
serious. 

“The quality of evidence 
of criminal wrongdoing 
may be in dispute," Mr. 
McCain said in a statement 
“But the fact that abundant 
information has come to 
light about possible viola- 
tions of the law by senior 
officials is not" 

There has been a chorus 
of calls in Congress from 
Republicans and even some 
Democrats for Ms. Reno, a 
member of Democrat Clin- 
ton’s cabinet to seek an in- 
dependent counsel to take 
over the Justice Depart- 
ment's criminal investiga- 
tion of the fund-raising con- 
troversy dogging the presi- 
dent. 

The controversy escalated 
this week when Mr. Clin- 
ton s staff released docu- 
ments showing he took an 


cal supporters in the 1996 
election campaign, inviting 
top contributors to over- 
night stays at the White 
House. 

“I have spoken with the 
person heading the investi- 
gation for the (Justice De-r^ 
partment’s) criminal divi- 
sion as early as this morn- 
ing. and I will continue to 
keep in close touch with 
him as we review all docu- 
ments,” Ms. Reno said, ad- 
ding she has not received 
any recommendation from 
him for an outside counsel. 

Mr. Clinton, who insists 
the White House invitations 
were proper and within the 
law, suggested on Wednes- 
day that there was no reason 
for an independent counsel 
in the fund-raising contro- 
versy because there was no 
"legal issue” involved. 

For her part, Ms. Reno said 
the law required “specific 
and credible evidence” that a 
crime had been committed by 
a high government official. 
She made clear she and h©w 
task force prosecutors- did no® 
think the evidence yet met 
the threshold. . 
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A truck with nuclear waste drives past the nuclear power station of Neckarwestheim near Stuttgart as it starts its 
controversial shipment under heavy guard of German riot police from the power plant to a Northern German 
dump Friday. Several anti-nuclear activists were arrested as they tried to stop the convoy (Reuter photo) 

Bonn condemns violence in anti-nuclear protest 


BONN iR) — German In- 
terior Minister Manfred 
Kanther has said he would 
not shrink from a test of 
strength if it was forced on 
him by anti-nuclear activists 
opposing a shipment of nuc- 
lear waste. 

Mr. Kanther said support- 
ers of the anti-nuclear 
movement, including key 
members of opposition par- 
ties. knew they were indi- 
rectly provoking violence 
by calling for resistance. 

"j “The go\ eminent will not 
be brought to its knees by 
violence." Mr. Kanther told 
parliament in a debate. "The 
go\emment wants no test of 
strength between perpetra- 
tors of violence and the 
suite, but we will not shy 
away if it comes to that." 

Opposition politicians 
said. Mr. Kanther was ignor- 
ing the concerns of ordinary 
people opposed to nuclear 
waste transport and com- 
mitted to peaceful demon- 
strations. 

"A clever state does not 
charge head-first through 
every wall Lhar is put up 


before it." said Gerhard 
Glogowski, Social Democ- 
rat Interior Minister of Lo- 
wer Saxony, where the con- 
troversial Gorleben nuclear 
waste depot is located. 

"This shipment must be 
the last." he said. 

After the debate, a narrow 
majority of parliament 
members voted to condemn 
acts of violence in connec- 
tion with the shipment and 
take necessary measures 
against perpetrators. 

The motion, supported by 
324 members, with 75 
against and 231 abstaining, 
said violent groups could 
not be allowed to abuse the 
right to peaceful protest. 

Protests have heated up 
ahead of a shipment of nuc- 
lear waste due to arrive ear- 
ly next week at the medium- 
term storage site at Gorle- 
ben. east of Hanover. 

Suspected anti-nuclear 
activists caused chaos on 
roads and railways in north 
Germany Thursday, setting 
fire to signal boxes and set- 
ting traffic lights perma- 
nently on red. 


In recent weeks, suspect- 
ed activists have sabotaged 
rail lines, smashed windows 
of public buildings in ham- 
burg and daubed walls with 
anti-nuclear slogans. 

In a sign of widespread 
local opposition, hundreds 
of children have occupied 
school halls to stop them 
being used to house police 
drafted in to guard the ship- 
ment. 

Mr. Glogowski said 

30.000 police and border 
guards would be needed to 
protect the shipment, mak- 
ing it the biggest security 
operation in German peace- 
time history. He said the 
operation would cost his 
srate over 66 million marks 
($39 million). 

Last year more than 

1 9.000 security officers 
dashed with . some 8,000 
demonstrators trying to 
block a Gorleben shipment. 

Anti-nuclear groups are 
expecting some 20.000 pro- 
testers this time, although 
police say that number is 
exaggerated. 

The head of the German 


police union. Hermann 
Lutz, appealed to demon- 
strators not to sacrifice po- 
lice safety for their ideals. 
“Some of these people think 
the police are not human." 
Mr. Lutz rold German tele- 
vision. 

Joschka Fischer, parliamen- 
tary spokesman of the oppo- 
sition Greens, said the gov- 
ernment was pushing through 
its nuclear energy policies 
like a "police state.” 

Ms. Fischer said Mr. Kan- 
ther ‘s tough stance was an 
attempt to attract right-wing 
voters to the ruling Chris- 
tian Democrats (CDU) in 
Sunday’s local election in 
the state of Hesse. 

The latest delivery will 
include two rail containers 
from France and four more 
from German power plants, 
being moved together to 
save ‘costs for rhe required 
security operation. 

The convoy is due to be 
assembled near the Neckar- 
westheim power plant in 
south-west Germany Friday 
and set off for Gorleben 
Monday. 


China’s parliament hints at political reforms 


BEUING (AFP) — China’s parliament hinted at a thaw fol- 
lowing the death of Deng Xiaoping by calling Friday for 
political reform to match the nation’s striking economic 
reforms. 

"Deng Xiaoping was the chief architect of China’s social- 
ist reform. An important component of his theory ... is that 
while developing our economy, vigorous efforts should also 
be made to restructure China’s political structure.” parlia- 
ment spokesman Zhou Jue said. 

"Deng repeatedly mentioned reform on political system 
in the third volume of his selected works.” he told a media 
briefing ahead of the Saturday opening of the National 
People’s Congress tNPC). 

Mr. Deng, who died on Feb. 19, is normally credited in 
Communist Party circles with maintaining the absolute 
control of tire party while pushing economic reforms. 

Bui his death has opened up the current leadership to a 
buttle for supremacy and many analysts predict that a 
change in direction — under the cover of “developing" Mr. 
Denu’s policies — is possible. Mr. Zhou did not indicate 
clear I \ the direction of the NPC’s post-Deng political 
reforms, but said they would not lead to “a copy of the par- 
liamentary’ system or the multi-party system that is prac- 
tised in the West." 

However, he did confirm a foreign ministry statement 
Thursduv that China was considering signing the U.N. 
covenant on civil and political rights and the U.N. covenant 
on economic, social and cultural rights, which would force 
the nation of 1.2 billion people towards a more tolerant 
political svstem. 

The NPC has lone been regarded as a rubber-stamp body 
as it meets for only two weeks a year and approves almost 
even - motion put before it. 

But under the stewardship of its current Chairman Qiao 
Shi the parliament has started to develop some teeth, by 
sendinc out ii> own teams to inspect the work of the gov- 


emraent and forcing amendments to a number of laws 
needing its approval. Western human rights watchdogs 
have also begun to lobby the legislative body. 

“Deng Xiaoping's passing and the beginning of a new 
political era is an opportunity to make the National People’s 
Congress session a turning point for China’s legal system.” 
the U.S.-based Human Rights Watch Asia and Human 
Rights in China said in a fax received in Beijing. 

They were joined by London-based Amnesty 
International which called for the NPC to start the post- 
Deng age by using its legislative power to stop criminal law 
being “used as a "tool against dissent and being arbitrarily 
implemented." 

All three groups urged the legislative body to carefully 
review a draft proposal before them to eliminate the statutes 
on "counter revolution,” from China criminal law. 

They expressed fears that such an elimination would not 
protect freedom of speech or belief as it would simply be 
replaced by “state security" offences. 

“While some other legal reforms that the NPC is expect- 
ed to enact may represent genuine advances in criminal jus- 
tice, the removal of ‘counter-revolution’ statutes does not 
appear to be one of them.” they said. 

Families of dissidents detained by the Chinese govern- 
ment also expressed little hope of real change with the 
removal of ‘counter-revolution.’ 

Relatives of Wei Jingsheng, the “father of China's democ- 
racy movement" and Chen Ziming. a political researcher 
who is currently on medical parole, said they had no plans 
to petition the NPC. Ding Zilin. the philosophy professor 
whose son was killed in the Tiananmen Square pro-democ- 
racy demonstrations, said she had already told the NPC all 
she had to say: 

“I don't want to write a letter this time as I have already 
written all I have to say. and anyway there are a lot of other 
matters to be covered in this session of the NPC.” she said. 


Conference lays ground to end child labour scourge 


AMSTERDAM iR) — De- 
legates at an international 
conference on child labour 
voiced cautious optimism 
Thursday that the battle 
against the exploitation ot 
the world's 250 million 
child workers was being 
won. 

“It max be controversial 
to say it. but 1 think it can be 
stated that the battle against 
child labour is being won. 
said Assefa Bcqtiele. direc- 
tor of the working condi- 
tions department of the In- 
ternational Labour Organi- 
sation (ILO*. 

Ms. Bcquele w as speaking 
on i he final day of the Ams- 
% terdam Child Labour Con- 
frrence. which has locused 
on the mart intolerable 
types of child labour 


slavery, forced labour and 
the use of children in prosti- 
tution. pornography and 
drug trafficking. 

The 200 government min- 
isters. union leaders and 
working childrens repre- 
sentatives at the conference 
started technical workshops 
on key areas in the debate 
over child exploitation. 

Under discussion were 
improving international and 
regional "cooperation, the 
relationship between glob- 
alisation and economic lib- 
eralisation and child labour, 
and a proposed new ILO 
convention to ban the worst 
forms of exploitation by 
1999. 

The two-day conference 
has called for an immediate 
end to such practices and it 


hopes the discussions will 
start to lay the groundwork 
for a worldwide ban. 

A follow-up conference 
will be held in Oslo in Oc- 
tober to draft an internation- 
al commitment to eradicate 
all child work. 

Delegates have said this 
may now be possible be- 
cause of a sea-change in 
attitudes to the problem 
throughout the world. 

"Those of us who remem- 
ber what the situation was 
like a decade ago, remember 
a few individual voices cry- 
ing in the wilderness.” Ms. 
Bequele said. "But now- the 
issue has jumped to the top of 
the international agenda.” 
Developing nations, 

where most child labour is 
concentrated, have long 


been suspicious of Western 
interference in the area of 
workers' rights, fearing this 
will undermine their main 
comparative advantage in 
world trade — cheap labour. 

Indian Labour Minister 
M. Arunachalam said Wed- 
nesday that the West needed 
to understand the plight of 
poverty-stricken families. 

"Parents send children 
away to work instead of 
sending them to school not 
because they want it. but 
because there is no option 
or alternative for their bio- 
logical survival.’" he said. 

Ms. Bequele said a broad- 
based movement against 
exploitation had now grown 
up. including many govern- 
ments, corporations, interest 
groups and individuals. 


Zaire rebels are set for talks 
but government holds back 


PRETORIA (R) — Zairean 
rebels have said they are 
ready to begin talks on end- 
ing the country's civil war 
but a Kinshasa government 
official said his side is not 
authorised to start negotia- 
tions. 

Bizima Karaha, foreign 
affairs spokesman for rebel 
leader Laurent Kabila, told 
BBC Radio he believed the 
government bad a mandate 
to begin talks in South 
Africa. 

“There are representatives 
from the government and 
the president’s office here 
and I think for the first time 
these people will have a full 
mandate to start serious 
negotiations,'' he said. 

Mr. Kabila and a small 
rebel delegation arrived in 
South Africa Tuesday as 
part of attempts by the 
South African government 
to get the two warring sides 
together for face-to-face 
talks. 

Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko is represented in 
South Africa by his nephew 
and security adviser Honore 
Ngbanda Nzambo Ko 
Ayumba. who held talks 
with President Nelson Man- 
dela earlier Thursday. 

Asked if the rebel delega- 


tion had met Mr. Ngbanda. 
Mr. Karaha said: “No, we 
haven't because we believe 
that until such time there is 
an agenda on which we 
could meet and talk about 
there is no reason why we 
should meet. 

“We don't have conditions 
for talks, all that we want is 
peace. Our movement is 
fighting for a united democ- 
ratic, prosperous country 
where human rights can be 
respected, including the 
rights of all the minority." 

But in France, where Mr. 
Mobutu is recovering from 
prostate cancer surgery and 
radiation treatments carried 
out in Switzerland last year, 
the president’s spokesman 
said Mr. Ngbanda was not 
authorised to speak c*n be- 
half of the government. 

“He has no authority to do 
that kind of thing.” the 
spokesman told Reuters. 
“He is in South Africa for 
personal reasons. He was in 
no way sent there to negoti- 
ate.” 

The spokesman insisted 
Mr. Mobutu would not ag- 
ree to negotiations until all 
foreign soldiers had with- 
drawn from Zairean soil. 

Zaire has accused Uganda 
and Tutsi-led Rwanda and 


Burundi of supporting the 
rebels, many of whom are 
ethnic Tuisis. But Zaire’s 
three eastern neighbours 
have denied involvement in 
Lhe war. which began last 
October when the rebels 
took up arms. 

In the Zairean capital Kin- 
shasa. the government ac- 
cused Mr. Kabila of being a 
puppet but said it was open 
to the idea of a regional 
conference in March, pro- 
vided all foreign troops left 
the area. 

African foreign ministers 
agreed in Tripoli Thursday 
that Togo should host an 
emergency summit on Zaire 
on March 18 and 19. Mr. 
Mandela has said he will 
meet Mr. Mobutu at the 
same time. 

“We do not understand 
how the United States can 
be pushing us ro negotiate 
with Kabila after recognis- 
ing that Zaire has been the 
victim of foreign aggres- 
sion,” Pascale Dema. zaire- 
an Prime Minister Kengo 
Wa Dondo's spokesman, 
told Reuters. 

“We consider him a pup- 
pet," he said, referring to 
Mr. Kabila, who had talks 
with Mr. Mandela Wednes- 
day. 


“We are. however, open to 
the idea of a regional con- 
ference provided that the 
U.N. resolutions of Feb. 19 
calling for the withdrawal 
of foreign troops are app- 
lied.” Mr. Dema said. 

The rebel delegation in 
Pretoria has held talks with 
George Moose. U-S. assis- 
tant secretary of slate for 
African development. 

In Paris. U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan said af- 
ter talks with French Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe Thurs- 
day that he was optimistic 
about the prospects for a 
negotiated settlement of a 
rebel uprising in eastern 
Zaire. 

“I hope that the discus- 
sions in South Africa are 
going to lead to some- 
th ing...l believe we are on 
the right path.” Mr. Annan 
told reporters after meeting 
Mr. Juppe. 

Special U.N. envoy Mo- 
hammad Sahnoun. who was 
in South Africa for the 
diplomatic initiative on 
Zaire launched by President 
Mandela, was expected in 
Paris Saturday to brief the 
United Nations chief. Mr. 
Annan said. 


S. Korean 
intelligence 
official, top 
aides sacked 

SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam Friday sacked 
four influential officials of 
his secretariat and one sen- 
ior intelligence officer in a 
cleanout of his govern- 
ment. tainted by a damag- 
ing loans scandal. 

Kim Ki-Sup, a vice di- 
rector of the country’s 
main intelligence agency, 
the National Security Plan- 
ning Agency (NSPA), was 
sacked, an NSPA spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman declined 
to elaborate on rhe reasons, 
but press reports said the 
intelligence official had 
been suspected of illegally 
relaying “high level” infor- 
mation to Kjm Hyun-Chul, 
the president’s second son. 

Opposition parties have 
linked the intelligence offi- 
cer to the stormy loans-for- 
kickbacks scandal, which 
has already toppled a cabi- 
net minister, four MPs and 
three top bankers. 

The president’s son has 
been officially cleared by 
prosecutors of “wrongdo- 
ing” in the case, which 
erupted on Jan. 23 when 
the flagship firms of Han- 
bo, the country's 14th lar- 
gest conglomerate, col- 
lapsed under $5.8 billion of 
unpaid debt. 

But opposition parties 
insisted the son face parlia- 
ment to account for his al- 
leged corruption. The op- 
position contends he played 
a leading role in pressuring 
banks to provide billions of 
dollars in loans to the debt- 
stricken group. 

The intelligence official's 
dismissal followed a re- 
shuffle of the 13-man presi- 
dential secretariat earlier fri- 
dav. prompted by the presi- 
dent’s apology Tuesday for 
the involvement of his confi- 
dants and son in the scandal. 

“I apologise for failing to 
serve the president,” said 
Kim Kwang-Ii, sacked 
chief of the presidential 
secretariat. He was rep- 
laced by former home min- 
ister and ruling party MP 
Kim Yong-Tae. 

The three other outgoing 
aides also blamed them- 
selves for causing the 
three-month-long " crisis 
prompted by labor agita- 
tion in December and the 
ensuing Hanbo scandal. 

“I should take full res- 
ponsibility," said Lee Suk- 
Chae, the president’s eco- 
nomic pointman, who was 
replaced by Kim In-Ho, 
chairman of the Fair Trade 
Commission. 

Former MP Kang In-Sup 
took the post of Senior 
Secretary of Political Af- 
fairs and Ryu Jae-Ho. head 
of the Supply Administra- 
tion. became Senior Secre- 
tary for General Affairs. 


Afghanistan’s Taleban assures Western 
donors no harm done to French prisoners 


KABUL (AFP) — A Taleban spokesman 
has assured the Western aid community in 
Kabul that no harm will come to two 
French men arrested a week ago on charges 
of violating Islamic Law, sources here told 
AFP Friday. % 

“The Foreign Ministry will do its best that 
these two people come out of court with 
their honour and dignity intact,” Acting 
Deputy Foreign Minister Sher Mohammad 
Abbas Stanekzai was quoted as saying. 

“ACF is a small case, not that big an 
issue,” Mr. Stanekzai said of the incident 
during a meeting with Western aid officials. 

The two French men, Frederic Michel 
and Jose Daniel Llorente, who work for the 
aid agency Action Contre La Faim (ACF), 
were arrested last Saturday by the Taleban 
during a lunch attended by 60 Afghan 
women. 

Among the six violations of Shariat, or 
Islamic Law. the two are being investigated 
for was cavorting with "half-naked” Af- 
ghan women, a charge which the Western 
community in Kabul catagorically rejects. 

However, according to the Taleban the 
two men were guilty of violations just by 
being in the same compound as the Afghan 
women. 

“According to the rules and regulations, 
we had to arrest them," Mr. Stanekzai told 
the Western aid representatives. 

"They are in good condition and not mis- 
handled.” 

Mr. Stanekzai went on to say the Taleban 
were not going to suspend or stop the ACF 
programme in Kabul, which is responsible 
for the supplementary feeding of malnour- 
ished Afghan children. 

The 1 997 ACF programme is being fund- 
ed by the European Community, to a sum 
of $520,000, to which more was to have 
been allocated aid experts said. 

However, the international community, 
including the United Nations, have ex- 
pressed much concern over the arrest of the 
two French aid workers and have debated 
cutting humanitarian assistance if the two 
prisoners are not released unharmed. 

Mr. Stanekzai expressed his appreciation 
for the Western aid community presence in 
Kabul and asked that they increase their 
humanitarian assistance to needy Afghans. 

“We request that they increase their assis- 
tance and not decrease, as the people of .Af- 


ghanistan are badly in need." the deputy 
foreign minister said. 

“We are grateful for the organisations 
helping the people of Afghanistan.” 

The Taleban. who seized Kabul on Sept. 
27, 1996, have attracted much international 
interest due to their strenuously interpreted 
and eiforced application of Islamic Law. 
particularly concerning women. 

In addition to the two men arrested last 
week. Five .Afghan ACF empoyees — dri- 
vers. cooks and watchmen — were also 
taken away by the Taleban. 

None of the 60 Afghan women present at 
the ACF lunch have reportedly been arrest- 
ed by the Taleban, although the attorney- 
general told AFP this week they must be 
investigated. 

These women — doctors and nurses — 
are actually employees of the Ministry’ of 
Public Health, “who are paid an incentive’’ 
by ACF to run clinics, a Western aid repre- 
sentative said. 

Meanwhile, the Taleban militia Thursday 
accused Russia of scareraongering to pre- 
serve their influence in the former Soviet 
republics of Central Asia. 

“Russia has told (the Central Asian) states 
that the Taleban is a danger to them so they 
would ask for Russian help and a Russian 
military presence in their countries." Infor- 
mation Minister Amir Khan Mutaqi told 
Reuters Thursday. 

“We have declared in the past to the Cen- 
tral Asian republics, and we wish to repeat, 
that we have no intention of interfering in 
the affairs of any oiher country.” he added. 

Mr. Mutaqi was responding to repons of 
a meeting Wednesday between the defence 
ministers of kyrgyzstan. Russia, tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan in the Uzbek capital Tash- 
kent 

According to a report by the Interfax 
News Agency, the ministers agreed on a 
coordinated reaction if the Taleban moved 
close to the border that Afghanistan shares 
with Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. 

“Interfax learnt from a competent source 
that that meeting had worked out concrete 
and coordinated actions which would serve 
as an adequate reaction to the possibility of 
the military units of the Taleban moving 
close to the southern borders of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States (CIS)," 
said the report. 


North Korean loses another 
military leader in new blow 


SEOUL (R) — North Ko- 
rea’s vice defence minister 
died Thursday, North Ko- 
rean media reported, just 
days after the demise of the 
defence minister and other 
leadership upheavals. 

Analysts said the death of 
Kim Kwang-Jin — he was 
reported to have been ill — 
was a fresh blow to the na- 
tion’s 1.1 million strong 
armed forces, still widely 
feared as the greatest threat 
to peace in Asia. 

It injected new uncertain- 
ties into the Communist na- 
tion, which is grappling with 
a sensitive political succes- 
sion. destabilising food short- 
ages and. possibly, a power 
struggle, they said. 

Kim, the first vice-minister 
of the North Korean People's 
Armed Forces, died aged 69 
of "incurable sickness,” 
Pyongyang Radio reported. 

His superior, Choe 
Kwang, died of a heart at- 


tack last Friday. North Ko- 
rean official media an- 
nounced. 

In quick succession. 
North Korea has lost two of 
the most powerful figures in 
a military hierachy that has 
a key role to play in the for- 
mal ascension to power of 
Kim Jong-11, son of ''great 
leader" Kim Il-Sung. who 
died in 1994. 

“For the armed forces, the 
death of the two top offi- 
cials is a serious blow." said 
Norivuki Suzuki. North Ko- 
rean analyst at Japan’s Ra- 
diopress news agency. 

“This would inevitably 
force Kim Jong-Ii ro speed 
up the process of genera- 
tional change in the armed 
forces leadership.” 

Kim Jong-11 needs military 
backing as he prepares to in- 
herit the vacant titles of state 
president and general secre- 
tary of the workers’ party. 

Many North Korea watch- 


ers believe he will complete 
the Socialist world's first 
dynastic succession after 
the third anniversary of his 
father's death in July. 

Earlier this month. North 
Korea's prime minister was 
replaced — apparently for 
health reasons — and its 
chief ideologue defected to 
a South Korean diplomatic 
mission in Beijing. 

The defection of Hwang 
Jang-Yop dramatically re- 
vealed wavering loyalty at 
the top echelons of power to 
a political creed that has led 
to near-famine and econom- 
ic ruin. 

Mr. Hwang is still holed 
up at Seoul's consular of- 
fice in lhe Chinese capital 
after arriving there by taxi 
with an aide on Feb. 1 2. 

South Korean efforts to 
persuade China to allow Mr. 
Hwang safe passage to 
Seoul have so far yielded no 
progress. 
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Need is for united front 

THE TALKS in Washington which the 
Jordanian, Palestinian and Egyptian leaders will 
hold this month with President Bill Clinton are 
going to be very crucial, coming as they do on the 
heels of the Israeli government's decision to build 
a new settlement in East Jerusalem. The separate 
talks assume an added significance, in fact, as they 
also come before the Palestinians and Israelis start 
their negotiations on the final status of the occu- 
pied territories, Jerusalem, settlements and 
refugees. 

The Israeli position on all of these issues is prob- 
ably clearer today than it has ever been, in that 
the Netanyahu government wants to meet the 
Palestinians' minimum demands and give the 
Syrians literally nothing in return for peace. True, 
the Likud and Labour parties have come out with 
a joint paper on what Israel's bottom line should 
be in the final status talks, but tbe truth is that the 
right-wing coalition governing Israel would give 
up very little to the Arabs unless it comes under 
tremendous pressure to comply with U.N. resolu- 
tions and international law. 

The Arabs, for their part, have repeatedly made 
it clear that Israel has to withdraw from all the 
occupied territories — including Jerusalem, 
South Lebanon and the Golan Heights — before 
real and lasting peace can be reached in tbe 
Middle East. 

While His Majesty the King, President Hosni 
Mubarak and President Yasser Arafat are expect- 
ed to reiterate this Arab position to the U.S. presi- 
dent, there is no doubt that his administration will 
want to compartmentalise relations between each 
of the three Arab countries, on tbe one hand, and 
tbe U.S and Israel on the other. While this would 
be only, normal for the Americans to do, it would 
be more effective for the Arab side to -present a 
united front Bilateral ties are necessarily different 
in nature and scope, it is true. But they are large- 
ly a function of the peace process, on whose goals 
and parameters tbe Arabs unanimously agreed 
last June. 

At the moment there exists a degree of uneasi- 
ness among the Arab parties themselves, a recur- 
rent problem against which this country has long 
fought Political coordination, especially at this 
crucial juncture, is what it takes to enable the 
Arab voice to be heard, whether by tbe Americans 
or the Israelis. Jordan believes. For us there is no 
question of stealing the show from anybody, and 
certainly not of having designs against anyone. 
The issue has been and will continue to be 
whether the Arab World can heal its wounds, save 
what can be saved from its usurped rights and 
ensure a better future for our children and our- 
selves. 

Jordanians do not begrudge Egypt for wanting 
to balance its act between its peace partner, Israel, 
and its Arab ally, Syria, or for trying to wrest for 
the Palestinians all their rights from the Israelis. 
The same goes for the Palestinians: they know we 
are behind them, hearts and souls, all the way. We 
thus fail to understand why some people in Egypt 
and Palestine have to resort to doubts and suspi- 
cions every time Jordan pronounces itself on, and 
acts to salvage the peace process. What Jordan 
wants to be achieved is a fair, comprehensive and 
lasting settlement that at tbe end of the day will 
not endanger this country and its people. 

Meanwhile, what Jordan, Egypt and Palestine 
should do before the Washington talks is to come 
up with a joint strategy' for dealing with Israel and 
a joint message to convey to their American inter- 
locutors. This is a critical stage in the peace 
process that requires a unified, not fragmented, 
Arab stand. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A! Ra'i daily discussed Israel's decision 
to go ahead with plans to build a new settlement in the 
Arab lands, close to Jerusalem, and said in view of the 
Israeli governments plans, the Arabs are dutybound to 
freeze their relations with the Jewish state until it 
responds to the requirements of a lasting and just peace. 
Samir Habashneh. who is also a member of the Lower 
House of Parliament, said that it is only logical to sus- 
pend all contacts between the .Arabs and the Israelis until 
the Israeli leaders honour die agreements with the 
Palestinians and refrain from actions that would breed 
violence in the region. The present Likud-led govern- 
ment has refused to open peace negotiations with Syria 
and Lebanon on the principle of exchanging land for 
peace, refused to enter into tlnal status negotiations with 
the Palestinians, rejected Palestinian people's rights to 
an independent state in Palestine and refused to with- 
draw troops from the occupied Palestinian territory, said 
the writer. To crown all these hostile stands, the Israelis 
have now embarked on building yet another Jewish set- 
tlement close to .Arab Jerusalem, in total disregard to the 
principles laid down in the Madrid peace conference and 
in violation of all U.N, resolutions, he added. The writer 
said since the Arabs are left with no peace process, they 
must logically suspend their contacts, the normalisation 
process and other links with the Jewish state. 



Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keflani 


Har Homa settlement shatters hopes for 
security and stability in the region 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has 
been giving us the impression that he was under strong 
political pressure from his coalition allies to go ahead and 
approve the building of a Jewish settlement on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim since the affair broke last month. One tended to 
give him a little benefit of the doubt given that Jewish set- 
tlements or no settlements. Netanyahu was first and fore- 
most a politician and had to act accordingly to ensure his 
survival. But today it has become dear that neither is he a 
good politician nor is he assured of his political survival. 
His declaration of “victory” in the tug-of-war over the 
very Israeli policy of Judaising the occupied Palestinian 
territories, including Arab East Jerusalem, has tom down 
the thin political veil he used to adopt while dealing with 
Jordan and other friendly countries. If anything, one 
should see him as more detrimental to Palestinian and 
Arab interests than some of the most known hawks in 
Israel like .Ariel Sharon and Rafael Eitan. At least Sharon 
and Eitan speak their real mind and make no secret of their 
ambitions to turn the Palestinian territories into integral 
parts of the state of Israel under whatever conditions, 
while Netanyahu speaks eloquently of peace with the 
Palestinians and Arabs but acts directly in contradiction to 
the very essentials of thar peace. 

If we ever deal with Sharon. Eitan and their likes, we at 
least know where we stand and where they stand and we 
can adopt our positions accordingly. But with Netanyahu, 
we never know where we stand in terms of his promises 


and his actual actions because, quite simply, he says some- 
thing and does something else. 

From what we understand of the talks the Israeli prime 
minister held here last Sunday, he hinted that he bad no 
choice but to go ahead give the green signal for the project 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim but had no intention to actually 
build the settlement and repeatedly promised to build 
housing for Palestinians, in parallel to those for Jews. 

Apart from the stark contradiction of those two asser- 
tion, can we in Jordan be expected to be that naive to 
believe him? If be did expect Jordan to swallow his argu- 
ments. then it only shows how politically immature the 
Israeli prime minis ter is. 

The net outcome of his move to approve the Jabal Abu 
Ghneim settlement is a serious blow to the Middle East 
peace process and a deep sense of gloom for all those in 
the region, including us in Jordan, who had been hoping 
against hope that the Israeli-Palestinian track was back on 
the right course after the signing of the Hebron agreement 
in mid-January. 

We have heard the international community condemna- 
tions of the Israeli plan to build the so-called Har Homa 
settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim. Suffice it to say that the 
move comes in blatant violation of the very essence of the 
Middle East peace process in whatever context, political, 
legal, religious or otherwise, and is a slap on tbe face of 
the hopes of the Arabs and the rest of die world to see 
security and stability in the region based on international 


legitimacy and respect for the rights of all parties 
involved. 

However, it is a foregone conclusion that we cannot 
expect the Europeans or the Americans to take an initia- 
tive to preempt Israeli actions that wreck the peace 
process. Europe or the U.S. might want to believe that the 
crisis over the Jabal Abu Ghneim settlement is a passing 
hurdle and things would get back to normal in a few 
weeks. It only shows their shortcomings in understanding 
tbe high Arab and Muslim sensitivity over East Jerusalem 
as well as the growing conviction that the goal of a just 
and comprehensive Arab-lsraeli peace settlement 
becomes as elusive as ever regardless of the progress 
made so far. 

In any event, the initiative is squarely in the j^ab court £ 
today, and hence the significance of the Jordanian purlin- i 
ment’s call for an urgent Arab summit to discuss a unified 
Arab strategy to counter Israel's steady but sure moves to 
consolidate its grip on Arab East Jerusalem and the rest of 
tbe Palestinian territories after giving the Palestinians 
token autonomy that simply serves the Jewish state’s 
desire to ensure the “security” of Jews. 

If the Arabs do not rise to the seriousness of the situation 
and set aside their internal differences to come together 
and forge a strong all-embracing strategy, then they will 
have no one but themselves to blame for the loss of Arab 
East Jerusalem and the continuing instability and strife in 
their region. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


New Israeli settlement ‘challenging 
not only the Palestinians and the 
Arabs but the whole world’ 


REVIEWED BY 
ELIA NASRALL AH 

ISRAEL S DECISION to 
build a new settlement in 
the neighbourhood of Arab 
Jerusalem dominated the 
local Arabic dailies last 
week. Domestic affairs and 
pan-Arab issues were also 
covered ip the press. 

. . SuluyuMattab, a writer for 
Al'&i’i’ daily, described 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
decision to start building 
the new settlement as tanta- 
mount to the assassination 
of the peace process. 

Mr. Netanyahu is once 
again starting up fires 
which can surely destroy 
the prospects of peace in 
this region and perpetuate 
the state of war between the 
Arabs and the Israelis, said 
the writer. 

Mr. Netanyahu leaves the 
Palestinians with ODly one 
alternative: to resort to any 
form of resistance to occu- 
pation of Arab land, said the 
writer who urged the 
oppressed people to unify 
their ranks, remain steadfast 
and maintain their resis- 
tance which is supported by 
the whole world. 

The Palestinians, he 
added, have the right to pur- 
sue the struggle for freedom 
and for protecting their 
lands and rights . 

The battle for Jerusalem 
has started and it will be a 
long and violent conflict 
aimed at liberating the Holy 
City from Israeli occupa- 
tion. said Taher Adwan. a 
writer for AJ Dustour. 

By pursuing a Jewish set- 
tlement programme in Arab 
lands and by defying the 
will of the international 
community, the Israelis are 
once again displaying their 
desire to resort to force and 
anti-peace moves to 
achieve their goals and per- 
petuate their occupation of 
Arab lands, said the writer. 

The writer stressed that in 
the long battle for 
Jerusalem, the Palestinians 
are backed by one billion 
Muslims around die world 
and they are bound to win 
the battle if they stand fast 
and maintain their struggle 
to regain their rights. 

According to the writer. 
Netanyahu’s decision to 
build the settlement on 
Jabal Abu Ghneim repre- 
sents Israel’s reply to the 
worldwide campaign 
launched by the 
Palestinians and the Arab 
countries in the recent 
weeks against the Israeli 
intransigence and against 
the continued occupation, 
and Israel’s refusal to 
implement the Oslo agree- 
ments. 

He said with the con- 
struction of the Jewish set- 
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dement, peace in the region 
becomes far beyond any- 
one's reach. 

Writing under the tide of 
“Netanyahu versus the 
world." a columnist who 
writes for Al Ra’i daily said 
that by declaring openly 
thar Israel is embarking on 
the construction of the new 
setdement within the 
boundaries of Arab 
Jerusalem, Netanyahu is 
challenging not only the 
Palestinians and the Arabs 
but the whole world, as well 
as the U.N. Security 
Council that passed its reso- 
lutions 242 and 338 against 
the annexation of the Arab 
city. 

Mohammad Kharroub 
said that after signing the 
Hebron accord with the 
Palestinians, Mr. 

Netanyahu felt free to 
manoeuvre in other areas 
and made tours in the Lt.S. 
and other countries to win 
further support for his gov- 
ernment ‘s actions, paving 
the ground for a decision to 
build the Jewish setdement 
dose to Arab Jerusalem. 

The wrirer noted however 
that by defying the world 
community and pursuing 
Jewish settlement pro- 
grammes, Mr. Netanyahu 
will be facing the anger of 
the Palestinians and the 
Arab and Muslim nations 
and will once again bring 
about Israel's isolation. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
called on the Arab countries 
to show solidarity with the 
Palestinians and to convene 
an emergency Arab sum- 
mit meeting to chart a new 
strategy for confronting 
Israel’s defiance and Jewish 
settlements programmes. 

Yasser Zaatreh said that 
Israel, backed by the U.S.. 
is continually defying the 
Arab and Muslim feelings 
and it is incumbent on the 
Arabs and Muslims to rally 
their ranks and adopt a 
common strategy to deal 
with the situadon at hand. 

The writer said that the 


Arabs should beware of the 
fact that the U.S.-Israeli 
alliance has opened side 
banles in Sudan to divert 
the .Arab World’s attention 
from Palestine, has been 
active in launching cam- 
paigns against Damascus, 
has escalated Turkish- 
Israeli military cooperation 
and has threatened to halt 
American aid to Egypt in a 
bid to weaken the Arab 
states' position. 

The writer said that in the 
face of this defiance, the 
Arabs have no alternative to 
consolidating their ranks 
and meeting at a summit 
level to deal with the situa- 
tion. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh. a 
writer for Al Dustour, said 
that Jerusalem should 
remain a city open to all 
religions and sovereignty 
over it should be shared by 
the Palestinians and the 
Israelis because this is the 
only feasible solution to the 
long Arab-lsraeli conflict 
and the only way for ensur- 
ing security and stability in 
the entire region. 

The writer said Jerusalem 
constitutes a red line which 
the Israelis must not cross 
because otherwise the 
region will be facing tur- 
moil once again. 

Israel, said the writer, has 
heard the Arab view's dur- 
ing Netanyahu’s recent visit 
to Amman and on many 
occasions of the 
Palestinians and other 
Arabs, but it is not heeding 
any calls nor is it listening 
to any advice. 

The judaisation of the 
Arab city of Jerusalem, said 
the writer, constitutes a real 
danger to the city, and to the 
religious interests of tbe 
Muslims and Christians 
alike, and therefore concert- 
ed efforts on the pan of the 
world community must be 
exerted to prevent the 
return of violence and con- 
flict to this holy region. 

Mohammad Daoud, a 
writer for Al Dustour, dis- 


cussed a recent Arab 
Economic Council meeting 
in Cairo, stressing the need 
for Arab states to remove 
restrictions on trade and 
other barriers for the pur- 
pose of paving the ground 
for a common Arab market. 

The writer said that with- 
out a pan-Arab and national 
awakening, all efforts by 
individual Arabs states to 
achieve sustainable eco- 
nomic development will be 
futile. 

He said the creation of 
world economic blocs and 
the rapid economic devel- 
opments around the world 
make it imperative for the 
Arabs to pool their 
resources and remove all 
obstacles that stand in the 
way of creating an Arab 
economic bloc. The writer 
said that by forming such a 
bloc, the Arabs can with- 
stand all cultural invasions 
and economic and political 
challenges. 

A writer for Al Dustour 
launched a scathing attack 
on Turkey’s army comman- 
der for visiting Israel and 
openly declaring a military 
alliance between Tel Aviv 
and Ankara. 

This army commander 
went a step further during 
his visit to Israel by claim- 
ing that Turkey and Israel 
are tbe only democracies in 
the Middle East region, thus 
defying the feelings of all 
Arab states and winning the 
hostility of the Arab mass- 
es. 

By such announcements 
and through close military 
cooperation with tbe Jewish 
state, Turkey is openly 
recognising Israel’s occupa- 
tion of the city of Jerusalem 
and parts of die Arab coun- 
tries. said George Haddad. 

The writer asked how 
Turkey could be a democra- 
cy when it is oppressing its 
minorities, something 
which prompted the 
Europeans to refuse 
Ankara’s entry into the 
European Union. 


LETTERS 


Clean business needed 


To the Editor: 

I’M WRITING to you on my last day of stay in Jordan 
(Feb. 26). Since I am returning to Germany. I find it is 
my dnty to write to all concerned with the business of 
tourism since I cordially love Jordan and its people and 
I hope to be able to do business here. 

I am the marketing director of a leading tourist 
bureau in Koln. Germany. “Fridrick Stein Tours” is 
specialised in organising group tours to Asia, Africa 
and the Middle East. 

The last has become the main targeted market doe to 
the progress made in the peace process. 

Since the area is very rich in ruins of ancient civilisa- 
tions, we intended to enter Jordan into our programme 
in which 4,000 tourists from Germany, Austria and 
Italy will participate. We were hopeful that our clients 
will visjt Jordan and enjoy its nice weather, ancient 
.ruins and attractions of Petra. Jerash, Wadi Rum. 
Madaba and Aqaba. -‘4 :,J »> ■ ■ — • 

So. we planned an inTtfgf&fed programihe for these 
4.000 customers in big successive tourist groups to 
visit the region, including Jordan. Our main aim was to 
persuade tourists to take part in this programme and 
they, in turn will have convinced friends and relatives 
all over Europe to join our programme in future. 

Since our company believes that “to make a journey 
a true success and a pleasant experience to clients, do 
it yourself,” I visited Egypt. Israel, the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and Jordan to discover and see everything with 
my own eyes to spare our clients any disappointment. 

Of course, there are many merits in doing tourist 
business in Jordan which really has valuable opportu- 
nities for profitable business. But the demerits are also 
to be told because they made me very anxious, hesitant 
and disappointed. For this painful truth, Jordan will not 
be included in our programme and so the 4.000 tourists 
will visit only Israel. Palestine and Egypt. 

The unfavourable, even disastrous, situation is that 
things here seem to be upside-down. A tourist guide 
and a bus driver act as if they were the masters of the 
game. This behaviour or (policy) contradicts the abc of 
the business of service and its basic concepts and stan- 
dards in Europe and the U.S. 

Your tourist guides and drivers, a majority of them, 
rule the tourists. They impose on them a drastic control 
over moves, food, gifts and even taste. 

1 discovered that most of the guides and drivers have 
hideous bargains with owners or managers of restau- 
rants. hotels, bazaars and giftshops. So a guide or a dri- 
ver leads a group of tourists to the place "where he can 
get a commission. Guides and drivers have changed 
into mere money makers. 

This conduct is unlawful, illegal and uncivilised. A 
tourist guide makes a bigger profit than a tourist office 
or firm. This must oblige business owners to raise 
prices to make a reasonable profit, which makes a tour 
in Jordan very expensive and unpleasant. In addition, 
this phenomenon has caused a lot of quarrels, unpleas- 
ant experiences and has generated very bad impres- 
sions about Jordan and its friendly, kind and generous 
people. 

Moreover, the majority of guides and drivers lack 
proficiency in foreign languages, tidy appearance and 
some of them lack good manners. These are fatal 
demerits in any business — especially tourism and 
traVel. 

So I would suggest that the Ministry of Tourism and 
the Tourist Guides Association put down and carry out 
a wise and strict policy to uproot these unfair practices 
and ugly phenomena. Any guide or driver who violates 
the rules and principles of this policy must be punished. 
Penalties must be applied gradually, running from 
warning to withdrawal of licence. 

I hope and trust you will take your pan in the snug- 
gle against those guides and drivers who defame a 
beautiful counify like Jordan and sacrifice its vital 
interests for their own selfish interests. 

We sincerely hope that you solve this problem of 
guides and drivers. 

Our target is to bring tourist groups to the Kingdom, 
and not via Israel. Prices and costs are now well known 
to all people involved in tourism. So. we cannot con- 
vince our clients of the unreal costs of a very short stay 
in Jordan. We hope the utmost wifi he done to remedy 
all demerits and create a new. favourable situation for 
tourists in Jordan (stay, services, employees, fees and 
prices). Only then can we do good business together. 


Fridrick Stein Ibiirs, 
Konrad Adenauer Str. 118/A. 
Postfach 2616 — Tel. 61781781, 
Koln, Germany. 
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Palestinians stage protests 


Israeli soldier, Hizbollah fighter 
killed in South Lebanon clashes 


TYRE. Lebanon i Agen- 
cies! —-An Israeli soldier 
and Hizbollah fighter were 
killed in dashes Friday in 
South Lebanon "that 
sparked an Israeli air strike 
and an artillery duel, secu- 
rin' sources said. 

The Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah said its guerril- 
las launched live "attacks 
on Israeli positions in an 
occupied border zone. One 
fighter died in the dashes, 
it said, adding that the 
Israelis lost a Merkava 
tank. 

Apart from the soldier 
killed, three other Israelis 
were wounded in the 
attacks, during which the 
guerrillas fired" mortars and 
anti-tank rockets, security 
sources said. 

Following the attacks, an 
Israeli fighter- bomber fired 
two air-to-surface missiles 
near the town of Habush. at 
the edge of the occupied 
zone, police said. 

Hizbollah and the Israeli 
army also fought a fierce 
artillery duel. 

Lebanese police said 


Israeli gunners fired more 
than 200 shells towards the 
outskirts of the towns of 
Nabatiyeh and Kfar Rum- 
mane. There was no report 
of civilian casualties. 

Dozens of shells fell on 
villages, causing panic 
among civilians. Schools 
were closed as children 
were kept home. 

There was no immediate 
word on casualties from 
the retaliatory shelling, 
which lasted more than 
three hours. 

Israeli warplanes at 
10:00 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
raided suspected Hizbollah 
positions in an area in 
South ' Lebanon between 
Iqlim A1 Tufah and 
Nabatiyeh. 

Security officials said the 
targeted area is often used 
by Hizbollah guerrillas as a 
launching pad for opera- 
tions against Israeli troops 
and for the transfer of 
weapons between the two 
areas. The officials said 
two Israeli fighter-bombers 
fired two air-to-surface 
missiles. causing no 


injuries. 

Five Israeli soldiers have 
been killed and 25 wound- 
ed in Hizbollah attacks in 
southern Lebanon since the 
beginning of the year. 

Seventy-three Israeli 
solders were killed on Feb. 
4 when two helicopters 
heading for southern 
Lebanon collided over 
northern 

At least one guerrilla was 
killed Thursday in a clash 
with Israeli troops and 
their allied militiamen in 
South Lebanon. 

Sources in the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon 
Army militia said three 
guerrillas were killed, but 
an Israeli army statement 
later said “one terrorist 
was killed" in the 
encounter. 

Hizbollah, is leading a 
guerrilla war to dislodge 
Israel's 1,200 soldiers and 
2.500 militiamen from the 
South Lebanon border 
enclave. Israel set up the 
self-declared “security 
zone” in 1985. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Movement (Hamas) has 
said Israel would “pay a 
very high price” for Har 
Homa and threatened 
attacks on Jewish settlers in 
retaliation for the project. 

The worshippers spread 
straw and plastic prayer 
mats in a muddy soccer 
field next to the site where 
bulldozers may begin as 
early as Monday to clear 
the ground. 

The prayer leader. Sheikh 
Khalil Amireh, warned of 
violent protests. “The 
whole area is going to go 
up in flames. We are strong 
because we have faith and 
love for our land. We will 
not give it to someone 
else,” Sheikh Amireh said. 

Dozens of Israeli police, 
some in riot gear, watched 
the prayer protest from sev- 
eral metres away, and 
dozens of soldiers stood on 
a nearby ridge overlooking 
the West Bank. The service 
ended without incident. 

Mohammad Jamal, a 
prayer leader at AJ Aqsa. 
said Palestinians were 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Euro- 
pean Union (EU) commis- 
sioner Hans van den 
Broek urged Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash on Friday to end 
his community's isolation 
and help reunite the divid- 
ed island. 

■‘Mr. Denktash please 
bring your community out 
of isolation, out of exile,” 
Mr. Van den Broek told 
reporters after meeting 
Mr. Denktash and Greek- 
Cypriot leaders on a visit 
to assess Cyprus's bid for 
EU membership. 

'The lack of communi- 
cations can be felt when 
you speak to the people in 
the north, ordinary people 
not only politicians, they 
want a solution,” said Mr. 
Van den Broek. referring 
td; Turkish-held " northern 
Cyprus. 

“They want contacts 
with their compatriots of 
Cyprus,” he added. 

Tlie EU commissioner, 
who is responsible for 
membership talks, also 
warned the Turkish- 
Cypriots that their self- 
declared state, which is 
only recognised by 
Ankara. wiU never be 


ready to die for Jerusalem, 
'The unbelievers don't 
understand how the Mus- 
lims are eager for martyr- 
dom." Mr. Jamal said. 

However, it appeared that 
despite angry statements, 
Palestinian leaders were 
trying to prevent rather 
than encourage violence. 

By next Friday. Israel is 
to withdraw from some 
West Bank land — the first 
of three pullbacks to be 
completed by mid- 1998 as 
pan of last month’s U.S.- 
brokered agreement 

between Mr. Arafat and 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

An Israeli government 
official has said Israel 
would probably withdraw 
from a larger area next 
week than initially planned. 

Israeli media said troops 
would leave about 10 per 
cent of the West Bank — 
rather than the two per cent 
decided on earlier — in the 
first stage of withdrawal if 
the Palestinians kept quiet 
over the Arab East 
Jerusalem construction pro- 
ject. 


accepted by the European 
Union. 

“Don’t ask us to recog- 
nise the independent state 
of the north, nobody in the 
world does that," Mr. Van 
den Broek said. "We want 
to abide by U.N. resolu- 
tions.” 

The commissioner said 
earlier that progress in 
Cyprus peace talks would 
facilitate the island’s EU 
membership and he called 
for direct talks between 
Mr. Denktash and the 
Greek-Cypriot president 
of Cyprus, Glafcos 
Clerides. 

Mr. Clerides and Dr. 
Denktash have not met 
since 1994. 

“We want a bi-zonal 
federal Cyprus and we are 
fighting for this goal," Mr. 
Van den Broek said on 
Wednesday. 

Doubts about Cyprus 
being brought into the EU 
without a political settle- 
ment have been fuelled by 
a German-led drive to 
include the Turkish- 
Cypriots in the entry 
negotiations, which the 
ELI is committed to start- 
ing by the end of 1997. 


Palestinian factions launch talks 


NABLUS (R) — Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Thursday chaired a meet- 
ing of Islamist and secular Palestinian fac- 
tions in the West Bank in the first nation- 
al dialogue in five years, organisers said. 

The meeting, which brought together 
senior leaders of groups that support 
lsraeli-Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace moves and opponents, came 
one day after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s government gave 
the green light to build a new Jewish set- 
tlement for Jew's in Arab East Jerusalem, 
threatening Israeli-PLO peace moves. 

Palestinians said the participants hoped 
to agree on a document that would 
become the reference for Israeli-PLO 
talks on a permanent peace agreement, 
due to resume next month. 

But at the end of the conference, partic- 
ipants said there was still disagreement 
over U.N. Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 which serve as the basis for 
the current Middle East peace process. 

The resolutions call for the exchange of 
occupied Arab land-for-peace and say all 
states in the area have a right to live with- 
in secure and recognised borders. 

Participants said a final communique 
stressed “the right of the Palestinians to 
defend their rights in Jerusalem and in 
Palestinian lands against Israeli settlement 
policy.” 

“The main result of the meeting was a 
show of Palestinian unity in the face of 
Israeli hegemony.” said Abdul Aziz Sha- 
heen, Palestinian minister of supplies. 

Abdul Rahim Mallouh of the Popular 


Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) said the participants had agreed to 
form a committee that would meet period- 
ically to follow up on the dialogue begun 
at the conference. 

"This committee will include represen- 
tatives of the Palestinian (National'! 
Authority and the Palestinian factions,” 
he told Reuters. 

The last rime Palestinians held a nation- 
al dialogue was in December 1992 in 
Tunis after Israel deponed more than 400 
Palestinians to South Lebanon. 

Palestinians said that representatives of 
the Hamas group, the Damascus-based 
PFLP and the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLPi. and Mr. 
Arafat's Fateh movement were among 
several factions took part in the talks. 

Islamic Jihad was absent. 

Relations between PLO and leftist and 
Islamist groups soured after Mr. Arafat 
signed a self-rule deal with Israel in 1993. 

Ties plunged further over the PNA's 
repeated crackdowns on militant Palestin- 
ian organisations following attacks 
against Israelis. 

“Our unity is a matter of life or death, 
especially under the present and most seri- 
ous stage we live in,” Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council Speaker Ahmad Qouriea 
said in a speech at the meeting. 

The PFLP and DFLP have announced 
that they had withdrawn from a group of 
Palestinian opposition factions dedicated 
to armed struggle against Israel. 


EU commissioner urges 
Denktash to end isolation 


Iraq says it wants to 

(Continued from page 1) 

approved by the U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee. 

The World Health Organisation warned 
Thursday that Iraq's health system is close 
to collapse, amid the complaints that it has 
secured no medical supplies under the U.N. 
deal (see page 2). 

In a sign of movement. Swede Staff an De 
Mistura' was named the new U.N. relief 
coordinator for Iraq on Thursday, with 
immediate effect. The United Nations in 
New York said he would arrive in Baghdad 
in the next few days. 

One third of the 151 observers due to be 
deployed in Iraq to supervise implementa- 
tion of the oil-for-food accord have arrived. 

However, so many “protections" were 
built into the programme to prevent the 
government from siphoning off money. 

Gen. Rashid noted that after subtracting 
deductions for compensation to Kuwait and 
for other U.N. programmes, the SI billion 
earned in the first three months really 
amounts to $660 million for food and med- 
icines. 

“That is S220 million per month which 
means $10 a month per person.” he said. 
Tt is much, much below what a normal 
person in a normal country will need.” 

The U.N. sanctions are to remain in place 
on overall oil exports until it's determined 
that Iraq has destroyed all its weapons of 
mass destruction. 

But Gen. Rashid said he hoped that the 
chief U.N. weapons inspector. Rolf Ekeus 
of Sweden, would soon recommend an end 
to the sanctions. 

“During the last visit we have given him 
solid information and very' extensive 
accounting of the Iraqi missiles,” Gen. 
Rashid said.’*We have every reason to 
believe that in the coming few weeks he 
will acknowledge that Iraq has fulfilled its 
obligations.” 

During Mr. Ekeus’ last visit. Iraq agreed 
to overseas examination of buried missile 
engines to show that they were being 
destroyed and not saved for future use. The 
weapons are to be examined in the United 
States. 

U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
said that the first deliveries of relief aid to 
Iraq would begin on Saturday. 

“We are going to begin on March 1. 
Things are going well enough but obvious- 


Netanyahu pushed 

(Continued from page 1) 

The transcript showed that Mr. Hanegbi 
warmly recommended Mr. Bar-On, and 
that the justice minister was vague on 
whether the chief justice of the supreme 
court, Aharon Barak, had given his bless- 
ing. 

“I told the head of the supreme court of 
this (the Bar-On appointment) as well as 
the attorney general, who welcomed it and 
said he would help during the handover 
period,” Mr. Hanegbi said. 

Mr. Barak reportedly told police during 
questioning that he had opposed Mr. Bar- 
On as a choice for attorney general. 

Israel TV reported Thursday that police 
are likely to indict Mr. Hanegbi. Mr. Deri 


increase oil exports 

ly we have to closely follow the situation in 
Iraq.” Mr. Annan told reporters when asked 
about the oil-for-food deal following talks 
with French Prime Minister Alain Juppe. 

The United Nations on Thursday named 
Mr. De Mistura, a veteran U.N. official for 
relief assistance in world croublespots. as 
the new coordinarer for humanitarian aid in 
Iraq. 

Mr. De Mistura is expected to take up his 
new post this week, replacing Gualtiero 
Gulcheri of Italy, who left Baghdad on 
Monday. 

An official of the LkN. Children's Fund 
(UNICEF), Mr. Mistura was the chief U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator in northern Iraq 
in mid- 199 1 when Kurds fled to Turkey to 
escape Iraqi bombardments. 

He served in Somalia in 1992-1994. 
supervising all U.N. humanitarian aid 
there. Before that he was in Dubrovnik 
when that city was under siege during 
Croatia's war of independence from 
Yugoslavia. 

During the Ethiopian famine in 1984-5, 
he coordinated air drops of food by Western 
and eastern bloc countries — a major feat 
during the cold war. 

Mr. De Mistura ’s languages include Ara- 
bic. 

The United States meanwhile dismissed 
as an "almost comical offer” a suggestion 
by an official Iraqi newspaper that Baghdad 
was prepared to open a dialogue with 
Washington. 

A1 Thawra. mouthpiece of the ruling 
Baath Party, said Iraq realised that the Unit- 
ed States had vital interests in the Gulf. 
“Iraq has no interest in fighting the United 
Slates or being hostile to it. It has more than 
one advantage in dealing with it,” ir said. 

“This is really an almost comical offer.” 
said State Department spokesman Nicholas 
Bums. 

Mr. Bums said that if Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein wanted a dialogue he first had 
ro fulfill U.N. resolutions stemming from 
Iraq's 1991 Gulf war defeat, "and he hasn't 
done that in any way, shape or form.” 

“So there's no reason for us to have a dia- 
logue with him when he continues to try to 
cheat on the U.N. sanctions,” Mr. Bums 
told reporters. 

“There's a lot he needs to answer for. He 
can't get away with this cheap offer and 
expect that we're going to take it serious- 
ly” 


Bar-On nomination 

and Netanyahu aide Avigdor Lieberman on 
charges ranging from conspiracy to breach 
of trust. 

The Maariv daily said Friday that Mr. 
Netanyahu would be questioned against 
next week, but that police had no proof that 
he backed the Bar-On appointment due to 
pressure from Mr. Deri. Mr. Netanyahu was 
questioned earlier this month, and was 
warned by police that criminal charges 
might be filed against him. 

The opposition Labour Party has said the 
scandal could signal the end of the Likud- 
govenment government and that it was 
preparing for new elerions. But Labour 
leader Shimon Peres had called for restraint 
by the party. 


Rabbi Elmer Berger — thinker in the tradition of humanistic universalism 


By Dr. Naseer A run 


ONE OF the great moral 
leaders of our time has 
departed, leaving a broad 
legacy which spans six 
decades. Rabbi Elmer 
Berger, who died on Oct. 
6. 1996. in his home at 
Long Boat Key in Florida 
at the age of 8S. was an 
intellectual who authored a 
half-dozen books and 
scores of articles in popu- 
lar magazines and spe- 
cialised journals. He was 
an activist. lecturer, 
philosopher and theolo- 
gian. He graduated from 
Hebrew Union College in 
Cincinnati and the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati, where 
he was elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa. 

Dr. Berger's legacy com- 
prises two major themes: 
first, Judaism is a religion 
of universal values which 
does not assume a nation- 
ality; second, equality tor 
every single human being 
in Palesline/lsrael irrespec- 
tive of whether that person 
is Jewish. Muslim, or 
Christian. Together, these 
themes constituted the 
message which charac- 
terised his professional lire 
and long career, first as 
founder, executive director 
and executive vice presi- 
dent of the American 
Council for Judaism 
(1943-1967). and after 
]96S as founder and presi- 
dent of the American Jew- 
ish Alternatives to Zion- 
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and disenfranchisement. 
He rejected categorically 
the claim by Zionism and 
the state of Israel that all 
who profess Judaism as 
their faith belong automat- 
ically to a national entity 
called the “Jewish people.” 
Under Israeli law. all con- 
stituents of this “Jewish 
people” national entity are 
Israeli citizens with rights 
and obligations. This is the 
meaning of the claim that 
Israel “is the sovereign 
state of the Jewish people” 
— a claim which confers 
upon Israel an extraterrito- 
rial jurisdiction over Jews 
wherever they may be, a 
claim which resulted in the 
establishment of the soci- 
ety in which “Jews," to use 
Orwell’s phrase, “would be 
more equal than others.” 

For Elmer Berger, who 
was ordained in 1932 and 
who served congregations 
in Pontiac and Flint. 
Michigan, early in his 
career, religion was “a pri- 
vate. individual matter of 
conscience." particularly 
in open, democratic soci- 
eties. But when religion 
becomes a “determinant of 
rights. responsibilities and 
status, the resultant society 
is no longer democratic. 
Then territorial disputes 
are no longer negotiable by 
the simple adjustment of 
boundaries.” The fusion of 
relieion and politics in 
Israel made co-existence 
impossible. 

Zionism’s exclusion of 
non-Jews created a zero- 
sum situation which made 
an historic compromise 
rather elusive. The “peace- 
makers.” all the way up to 
Oslo, can only pretend, for 
.'enuine peace was unat- 
onable without address- 
ing the fusion of religion 


and politics in Israel, 
which made co-existence 
impossible. Hence ethnic 
cleansing and colonisation 
have been endemic to the 
Zionist movement 

throughout Israel’s exis- 
tence, no maner who w*as 
in power. 

He wrote: "The unar- 
guable political fact is that 
between Begin, the so- 
called ‘extremist,’ and 
(Chaim ) Weizmann. the 
suave. deliberately 

ambiguous ‘moderate,’ the 
difference was one of only 
method or tactic; as indeed 
today ( 1984) the difference 
between a Kahane (the late 
Meir) and a Shamir or even 
a Peres, is one of only rad- 
icalism or gradualism.” 

Dr. Berger's opposition 
to this concept was very 
significant and it has far- 
reaching consequences. It 
is consistent with the 
humanitarian programmes 
which were the hallmark of 
his career and the essence 
of the movement which he 
led. It is an affirmation of 
the right of Americans 
identified as Jews to reject 
Israel’s claim of extraterri- 
toriality. Rabbi Berger had 
consistently reminded the 
U.S. government that its 
acquiescence in this 
extraterritoriality claim 
would seriously infringe 
upon the U.S. Constitution, 
because membership in 
this so-called “Jewish peo- 
ple” national entity, as 
defined by Israeli law, is 
determined by either reli- 
gious or racial criteria. 

The epitome 
of scholarship 

This lifetime endeavour 
by Dr. Berger should not 
be mistaken for an esoteric. 


intellectual, jurisprudential 
exercise. It was, in fact, the 
epitome of committed 
scholarship, which is root- 
ed in the concepts of plu- 
ralist existence and com- 
mon humanity. These con- 
cepts have the attributes of 
integration, equality for 
every human being, and 
democracy for everybody 
not only for a select body 
of citizens. Dr. Berger 
defended these concepts in 
countless speeches, 

debates, newsletters and 
treatises. 

Rabbi Berger’s scholar- 
ship also vindicates the 
democratic, secular, uni- 
tary solution proposed by 
the Palestinian national 
movement in 1968. He was 
not discouraged by those 
who abandoned that vision, 
condemning it as an 
impractical solution, utter- 
ly unsuitable for our 
imperfect world. He was 
not deterred by the emas- 
culation of that vision and 
by its removal from the 
diplomatic agenda of the 
Middle East, For him, it 
was the only long-term 
alternative to the current 
system which Dr. Israel 
Shahak described, and the 
Oslo process has effective- 
ly confirmed, as apartheid. 

This system makes its 
Jewish citizens and poten- 
tial citizens, who have 
never even lived in the 
state, more equal than 
those who have a recog- 
nised claim to Palestinian 
nationality. In that sense. 
Dr. Berger perceived 
Zionist legislation as more 
grotesque than apartheid in 
South Africa. In a speech 
to the African National 
Congress on April 5. 1986. 
Rabbi Berger, whose pre- 
ferred solution was the uni- 


tary, multi-ethnic model , 
but who. nevertheless, 
endorsed the rwo-srate for- 
mula on pragmatic 
grounds, said: “It would he 
impossible to go from 
where we are today to a 
unitary state. Palestinians 
must "have a state to exer- 
cise their inalienable self- 
determination.” 

In his numerous speeches 
and debates, be often quot- 
ed from the scriptures with 
tremendous ease and confi- 
dence. often making his 
opponents uncomfortable 
and bewildered. Frequent- 
ly they would resort to 
name-calling. labelling 
him “a self-hating Jew’." 
But he would cling tena- 
ciously to his conception 
of Judaism as a religion of 
universal values, as a 
covenant religion. To those 
“religious Zionists” who 
invoked the biblical 
promise in defense of 
Israel’s creation and con- 
quests, he said: 

“The people were 
promised the land only if 
specified moral obligations 
were strictly fulfilled. In 
the biblical texts contain* 
ing references to the return 
to Zion, no 'free lunch’ is 
promised.” 

He defended his rejection 
of political Zionism as 
being consistent with the 
vision of Jeremiah and Isa- 
iah. The latter described 
“the authentically restored 
Zion as one of which God 
would say, ‘My house shall 
be called a house of prayer 
for all peoples’.” (Isaiah 
L.VI, 7). Dr. Berger would 
also quote the dean of reli- 
gion at Bar Han University 
in Israel. Professor Uri 
Simon, in defense of the 
spiritual, non-political, 
non-ierri tonal Zionism: 


"The land of Israel has 
been promised to the chil- 
dren of Israel ... only if 
they fulfilled the command 
to become a light unto 
other nations and not to 
oppress them.” 

Thus, the biblical 
promise required a distinc- 
tion for Elmer Berger 
between a “divine reward 
of exemplary human con- 
duct and an illegal annexa- 
tion of which die meeting 
hall of a contentious Knes- 
set or parliament is the 
symbol supreme." 

“I recognise the sense of 
community among Jews; I 
reject the ethnic basis of 
Jewish life,” wrote Morris 
Lazar on in the Atlantic 


Monthly in 1944. 

There was a strong 
indictment of this national- 
ism with German rather 
than French antecedents in 
their writings. They 
shunned ghettoism and 
recognised the kinship 
between Zionism and its 
presumed protagonist, 
anti-Semitism. The alterna- 
tive to a world full of these 
regressive, reactionary and 
dehumanising instruments 
of retardation was an open 
society in Palestine or else- 
where, based on the ideal 


of freedom, of civil and 
political liberty, the free 
flow of ideas as well as the 
unrestricted movement of 
people and mixture of 
races. 

Other Jewish thinkers in 
the same tradition include 
Rabbi Isaac Wise (1819- 
1900) and Professor Mor- 
ris Cohen (1880-1947). 
both of whom regarded 
Zionism as a nationalist 
philosophy inherently dan- 
gerous to liberalism and 
whose end result is ghetto- 
ism. In fact, Cohen like 
Berger, had anticipated the 
U.N. condemnation of 
Zionism as “a form of 
racism and racial discrimi- 
nation.” For both. Zionism 


fundamentally accepted 
the racial ideology of the 
anti-Semites. The concep- 
tion of the Jews as a sepa- 
rate national entity is itself 
anti-Semitic. 

Others in the same tradi- 
tion also included Judah 
Magnes. the eminent histo- 
rian Hans Kohn, the 
renowned philosopher 
Hannah Arendt, Moshe 
Menuhin. Maxime Rodin- 
son, I.E Stone and Israel 
Shahak, among others who 
perceived Zionism as 
exdusivism, isolationism 


and narcissistic eihnocen- 
trism. They were all dis- 
turbed by the adverse 
effect of that narrow 
nationalism on Jewish val- 
ues, by the moral dilemma 
with which Israel confront- 
ed world Jewry. 

I. F. Stone exemplified 
that concern when he 
wrote: "Israel is creating a 
kind of moral schizophre- 
nia in world Jewry. In the 
outside world, the welfare 
of Jewry depends on the 
mai ntenance of secular, 
non-racial. pluralistic soci- 
eties. In Israel, Jewry finds 
itself defending a sociery 
in which mixed marriages 
cannot be legalised, in 
which the ideal is racist 
and exclusionist... That is 
what necessitated a reex- 
amination of Zionist ideol- 
ogy .” Such reexamination, 
for the sake of a just and 
durable peace in the Mid- 
dle East, for the sake of 
Jews everywhere, and for 
the sake of co-existence 
and a common humanity, 
was the essence of Jewish 
humanistic universalism. 
It was the major concern of 
anti-Zionist Jewish 
thinkers, and it is also 
Elmer Berger's legacy. 

Dr. Naseer Aruri is chan- 
cellor professor of political 
science at the University of 
Massachusetts. Dart- 
mouth, U.S. His latest book 
is “The Obstruction of 
Peace: The U.S., Israel 
and the Palestinians 
Common Courage Press. 
1995. He was a long-time 
friend of Rabbi Berger. 
This article is repiinted 
from The Washington 
Report on Middle East 
Affairs. 


“The people were promised the 
land only if specified moral 
obligations were strictly ful- 
filled. In the biblical texts con- 
taining references to the return 
to Zion, no ‘free lunch’ is 
promised.” 
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CBJ governor: Foreign 
currency deposits slipping 
in favour of dinar deposits 


AFM chief willing to ask companies 
to publish ann ual accounts in English 


By Suleiman AlKhalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Centra] 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
Governor Ziyad Fariz 
has forecast a buoyant 
economic performance 
in 1997 which will allow 
the country to exceed its 
6.5 per cent growth tar- 
get, helped by an inflow 
of foreign currency. 

"There is no reason not 
to believe the economy 
will not meet the growth 
targets anticipated.. .All 
the indicators are that the 
growth target of 6.5 per 
cent in 1997 will be 
met,” he told Reuters. 

Dr. Fariz forecast extra 
foreign investment as the 
government proceeds in 
1997 to implement a 
long-delayed privatisa- 
tion drive as part of IMF- 
directed structural 
reforms. 

Jordan has pledged 
under an IMF reform 
programme to speed up 
liberalisation of its econ- 
omy, having attained 
monetary ana Fiscal sta- 
bility after an economic 
crisis in 1989. 

Forecasts of a better 
1997 outlook are under- 
pinned by prospects of 
more exports to the 
Palestinian market. «ains 
from Iraq *s “oii-for- 
food" deal by leading 
manufacturers and more 
sales by Jordan’s export- 
oriented industry. Major 
joint-venture " mining 
projects coming 

onstream will also boost 
foreign earnings. 

Last year Jordan’s 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth, which 


was hit by a higher-than- 
expected" foo3 import 
bill, fell to 5.2 per cent, 
falling short of the 1996 
target of 6.0 per cent. 

A net inflow of dollar 
funds into dinar assets 
has raised net foreign 
currency cash reserves lo 
around $800 million. Dr. 
Fariz added. The target 
for end- 1997 is $1 bil- 
lion, he said, which 
would meet an 
International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) target of 
four months' Import 
cover, nearly double 
1995 levels. 

Repatriation of Jordan- 
ian capital from abroad, 
new investments, 

tourism revenue and 
buoyant remittances 

from citizens working 
abroad, have helped 
boost reserve levels. Dr. 
Fariz said. 

He said increased con- 
fidence in the dinar was 
behind a trend since 
November which has 
seen foreign currency 
deposits slipping for the 
first time in favour of 
dinar deposits. 

Growth in banks’ dol- 
lar deposits had previ- 
ously outpaced dinar 
deposit growth. Jordan’s 
20 private banks have a 
total deposit base of 
5.98 billion dinars ($8.45 
billion) of which an esti- 
mated 2.36 billion dinars 
are in foreign currency. 

“There has not onlv 
been a net inflow of dol- 
lars into the economy 
but also a change in the 
structure of ^deposits 
which is enhancing con- 
fidence in the dinar." Dr. 
Fariz added. 


‘The switching is like- 
ly to boost the excess in 
foreign exchange, thus 
enhancing the central 
bank’s reserves and 
increasing the liquidity 
in the dinar.” he added. 

Bankers say the central 
bank has been a net 
buyer of dollars in the 
market over the last few 
months. 

The central bank, keen 
to strengthen the stability 
of the dinar, fixed its 
exchange rate at the end 
of 1995 at 0.708 dinars 
to the dollar. But it later 
eased controls on foreign 
currency investments in 
capital markets, allowed 
corporate borrowing in 
dollars and further lifted 
restrictions on capital 
transfers. 

“There is no fear of 
dollarisation, as the net 
impact is to reduce dol- 
larisation...," he added. 

Dr. Fariz said that the 
government’s privatisa- 
tion drive would help 
the Amman Financial 
Market attract more 
investors, both local and 
foreign, bringing more 
foreign exchange to the 
country. 

The government, 
which has pledged to 
accelerate free market 
reforms, is studying sell- 
ing holdings in profitable 
majority-state-owned 
concerns. It also plans to 
sell a 26 per cent stake 
in its profitable state 
telecommunications 
body to a strategic for- 
eign investor by year 
end. 


By Samir Ghawi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Wahib 
Shair. the director general 
of the Amman Financial 
Market (AIM), Thursday 
expressed interest in a pro- 
posal to request public 
shareholding companies to 
publish their annual finan- 
cial statements in both 
Arabic and English. 

Responding to a sugges- 
tion from the Jordan Times 
during a lunch Mr. Shair 
hosted Thursday for rep- 
resentatives of local news- 
papers and international 
agencies operating in the 
Kingdom, the director 

f eneral said he would not 
e able to act on this pro- 
posal under the present 
companies’ law. 

“But the new companies 
law, being discussed in 
Parliament now, gives us 
(AFM) the liberty to 
request the companies to 
publish their financial 
statements in English." he 
indicated. 

Mr. Shair agreed that 
such a step would provide 
foreign investors with 
information and data in a 
direct and highly transpar- 
ent manner to enable 
those who do not under- 
stand Arabic to better 
understand the financial 
situation and the plans of 
major Jordanian compa- 
nies. 

Other topics covered 
during the business lunch 
were: The AFM's new 
premises, wider computer- 
isation network and 
expected capitalisation of 
the AFM by the year 
2000. 

The AFM director said 
that about 135 companies 
were listed on the stock 
exchange and that 12 new 


companies are currently 
seeking listing. He point- 
ed out" that the exchange’s 
capitalisation stands at 
about $5 billion ar present 
but he predicted that the 
figure would double to 
$10 billion by the year 
2000 as new shares will 
be floated to the public 
over the coming three 
years. 

Mr. Shair saw the share 
flotations coming from 
the privatisation of Jor- 
dan's Royal Jordanian and 
the telecommunication, 
electricity and refinery 


companies. 

Asked about the new 
premises. Mr. Shair said 
that the building project 
behind the Regency Hotel 
would take time. He 
expected the completion 
date to be by the year 2000 
at die earliest 

The new premises will 
be equipped with die lat- 
est techniques but the 
computerisation network 
was seen inadequate by 
the journalists who pointed 
out that the offices of the 
brokers were not included 
in the modernisation setup. 


Mr. Shair agreed that the 
internal operations of the 
brokers should be comput- 
erised and said be would 
consider such a step even 
if the AFM has to bear the 
cost and have the brokers 
repay the bills in future 
instalments. 

The informal gathering 
was the first organised by 
the AFM for journalists 
who commended Mr. 
Shair for die initiative and 
expressed the hope that 
other similar beneficial 
meetings be held in the 
near future. 
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Metal Prices 


Cairene 


Our sincere thanks arid appreciation to 
Dajani Jewellers for their inspiration, 
resulting in making the portrait of Mona 
Lisa a universal success. 

Rome, February 28, 1 503. 


Wait-and-see, climate 
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prevails at AFM 
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THE Daily Crossword 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Investors at the 
Jordanian bourses adopted a 
wait-and-see approach this 
week, and turnover dropped 
sharply but prices improved 
marginally, brokers said Fri- 
day. 


ACROSS 
1 Females 
5 “Return of the 
— h (film) 

9 You stand to 
lose it 
12 Planet 

14 Dimmed 

1 5 Vigoda 

16 Treat with style 


19 Reveled 

20 In any way. 

22 Different ones 
25 Reach 

27 Marker 

28 Reds’ state 


34 Bomto 
36 Author John 


38 Miss Kett 

39 Sailors 

40 Part of QED 

42 Posed 

43 NC college 

44 Zeal 

45 Stack role 
47 Close to 

49 Comp. dir. 

50 “Life is but — ■" 
52 Alarms 

54 Slip 

55 — Way 

58 Neighbor of Cal. 

59 Compromise 
system 

64 Physician, for 
short 

65 Corundum 

66 Sea duck 

67 Sign 

68 Cany on 

69 Strobilus 

DOWN 

1 Make clothes 

2 “Ban — " 

3 Eagle 

4 Cubic meter 

5 Broken-down 
horse 

6 Omit a syllable 

7 Cub scout unit 

8 Conceive 

9 Police TV show 


Brokers said investors had 
adopted positions after bully- 
ing the market amid enthusi - 
am over the abolition of a cap- 
italisation tax. 

One depressing factor, how- 
ever. was uncertain prospects 
for local manufacturing indus- 
tries which have secured 
export contracts worth $120 
million to Iraq but are unable 
to execute the deals since they 
have not been given the green 
light by the UJV. Sanctions 
Committee. 

(.Continued on page 9 ) 
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ARE THERE AMY 


X U)E RE NOT 




Andy Capp 


by Roger Coburn 


10 Put up — front 

1 1 Remove the rind 

13 — of the dog 
(liquor drink) 

14 Time zone 
letters 

17 Snack 

21 Gentle 

22 Seine tributary 

23 Beeps 

24 Typing style 
26 Yule 

29 Type type: abbr. 

30 — a limb 
33 Westerns 
35 Maui goose 
37 Lyons river 
39 Butte 

41 — bien 
44 Game room 
46 Folksinger Pete 
48 R — Roger 
50 Slugger Hank 


□□□D □□□□ □□□□ 

□□□a □□□□ □□□□■ 

BQQBQOBQDBQDQBH 
□□uUuu DQQDQ I 
BOB DE3D □□□ □□□ 

■ EQDES □□□□□□ 
□□□□ □□□□ QEE1EQ 
□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a 
□□EDO DDDO □□□□ 
□□□□□□ □□BEE I 
□BE □□□ □□□ EH2Q 

■ □□□□□ □□□□□□ 
■□□□□□□□□□□□□□□I 
■□□DE HEBE □□□□ 
■□EBB HEBE □□□□! 
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51 Expert 

53 Silly act 

54 CA city 

56 Sassy 

57 Salary 


60 Yankee 
Doodle...' 1 

61 Commotion 

62 Barbfs mate 

63 Previous to 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECASf 
FOR SATURDAY, 
MARCH 1,1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righrer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Handle impor- 
tant obligations today, and 
don’t allow sane personal 
concern to upset your 
schedule. If your mate 
complains, stay calm and 
everything will be peace- 
fill if you allow him or her 
ro be left alone. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You should not 
expect any favours of oth- 
ers today, as they have 
affairs of their own co han- 
dle. Try to be more 
responsible and self- 
reliant in handling of 
career activities and you 
will gain recognition of a 
bigwig. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) There may be 
much confusion around 
you today, however, 
maintain your poise and 
you can handle any diffi- 
culties which develop. 

You can be diplomatic 
and objective later this 
evening with fellow asso- 
ciates. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) A new 
situation will attract you 
today, however, study 
every phase of it before 
becoming involved and 
you can defuse any diffi- 
culties. You will meet a 
helpful person, who is 
knowledgeable and 
understanding towards 
your situation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) There could be an 
error in some obligation 
you have assumed today, 
so do your best to resolve 
it. Listen carefully to your * 
mate's desires, so that you 
can be sympathetic and 
understanding towards his 
or her difficulties. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Having a 
discussion with fellow 
,fl&°ciate will. Ijrtle. 
.gppd at tills since 
your ideas differ greatly 
so you should wait until 
there is a meeting of the f 
minds. You can get ; 
involved in any public / 
matters later this evening. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) With the 
assistance of friends 
today, try to iron out any 
difficulties in your present 
situation. Make notes later 
this evening of requests 
for assistance from your 
fellow associate who wish 
to speak their minds. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Make 
'sure you know the cost of 
a pleasure today before 
getting into it or you could 
find yourself short of 
funds when it really i 
counts- Don't take a 
chance on going out later 
tins evening without 
enough money for any 
conti ngen cy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21 ) 
-Study the situation at 
home today of any diffi- 
culties . and be sure you 
know what is really going 
on there. You should not 
try to pull a fast one on a 
family friend or you could 
• lose any respect with him 
when 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) 
Check into any travel and 
communication mailers, 
today, and improve your 
plans if possible. You may 
have to rely later this 
evening on close friends 
for assistance, so don’t 
hesitate to make inquiries. 
AQUARIUS: (January 

2J to February 19) Study 
every aspect of your 
financial affairs today 
before you reach any defi- 
nite decisions. You should 
not rely on advice from 
your usual sources; since 
there have been condi- 
tions present which ques- 
tions their validity. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You have sev- 
eral options for gaining a 
personal aim today, how- 
ever, wait a while before 
reaching a decision in 
relation to career activi- 
ties. Don’t offer advice to 
friends at this time or .they 
could be resentful 

Birtfastoue of March: 
Aquamarine jasper. 
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Indo- Jordan joint venture 
to begin phosphoric 

acid exports next month 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The first 
shipment of phosphoric 
acid produced by a $170 
million Indo-Jordan joint 
venture will head for 
India in mid- April, two 
months ahead of sched- 
ule. the company said 

Thursday. 

Babu Varghese. manag- 
ing director of the Indo- 
Jordan Chemicals Com- 
pany. also said he expect- 
ed the company would 
export phosphoric acid 
worth $90 million to 
India in its first full year 
of operation. 

The company is a joint 
venture between India’s 
Southern Petrochemical 
Industries Corporation 
Limited (SPIC) and the 
Jordanian Phosphate 

Mines Company 

(JPMC). 

After a readjustment of 
equity, the $63.3 million 


(52.2 per cent), 
JPMC 34.8 per cent and 
a Saudi Arabia-based 
Arab investment house 
( 1 3 per cent). Mr. Vargh- 
ese said. 

sim e i compa ,7 ^sed 

3>iUU.i million m 

international loans and 
$6 million from local 
banks to build the $169.5 
million plant, located at 
Shidiyeh in southern Jor- 
dan adjoining the largest 
rock-pnosphate mining 
facility in the Kingdom. 

Work began 15 months 
ago on the plant, which 
includes a 700-tonne-a- 
day phosphoric plant and 
a 200-tonne-a-day sul- 
phuric acid plant in addi- 
tion to associated utilities 
at Shidiyeh and an acid 
storage facility at the 
port of Aqaba. " 

The company will pro- 
duce 220,000 tonnes of 
phosphoric acid every 
year and export the entire 
output to SPIC in India, 


paid-up capital is held by where it will be used to 


manufacture diammoni- 
um phosphate (DAP), a 
fertiliser under heavy 
demand among Indian 
farmers. 

At present market 
prices, the output will be 
worth $90 million, said 
Mr. Varghese. 

“The ■ first shipment, 
which will be worth $3 
million, will leave Aqaba 
in mid-April as we com- 
pleted building the plant 
ahead of schedule," he 
added. 

Jordan is the world's 
fifth largest producer and 
third largest exporter of 
rock phosphates. 

The joint venture is 
Jordan's first major pro- 
ject realised under its 
strategy to switch to fin- 
ished fertilizers rather 
than raw rock phosphates 
as one of its main exports 
following a change of 
trend in the international 
market since 1 990. 


Wait-and-see climate prevails 


(Continued from page 8) 

The Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) said in its 
weekly report that trading 
volume for the week end- 
ing was 2.7 million 
dinars, down by nearly 
half from the previous 
week's 5.S million dinars. 

Average daily trading 
was 540,000 dinars. 

Sectoral figures provid- 
ed in the .AFM report 
showed that industrial 
companies led the week’s 
trading with a turnover of 
1.19 million dinars . 

Commercial banks and 
financial institutions came 
second with 1.05 million 
dinars 

Service sector firms 
rang up 410,000 dinars 
(S57S.100) and insurance 
companies 24.000 dinars. 

While the turnover 
dipped. share prices 
improved a little, the offi- 
cial share price index 
closed for the week at 
156.82 points, up 0.53 
points or 0.34 per cenr. 

Commercial banks and 
investment houses gained 
-0.65 per cent during the 
week, industrials 0.17 per 
cent and insurance firms 
0.05 per cent while ser- 
vice sector firms shed 


1.32 per cent. 

The AFM report said 
shares of of 81 companies 
were involved in the 
week's business. As trad- 
ing closed, 23 of them 
showed gains and 45 loss- 
es while 13 remained sta- 
ble. 

“The market was not 
verv active this week,” 
said a broker, who like all 
AFM dealers, cannot be 
quoted by name under 
standing market guide- 
lines. “Speculators have 
adopted positions ahead 
of the expected announce- 
ment of free shares by 
more than 15 companies 
in the next few weeks.” 
added the broker. 

That was a reference to 
general assembly meet- 
ings when many compa- 
nies would present pro- 
posals to issue bonus 
shares to shareholders in a 
process of capitalising 
voluntary reserves and 
profits. 

The capitalisation move 
comes after Parliament 
approved an amendment 
to the tax law and lifted a 
15 per cent tax on reserves 
and profits turned into 
capital. 

“Most shares in circula- 
tion of the companies 
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expected to issue free 
stocks have been gobbled 
up by speculators, who are 
now poised for the kill," 
added the broker. 

However, the overall 
enthusiasm was a little 
dampened by a report 
early last week that the 
U.N. Sanctions Commit- 
tee had not gotten around 
to studying Iraqi purchase 
agreement signed with 
Jordanian companies. 

“It does not necessarily 
mean that the deals would 
not be approved, but the 
delay is posing serious 
problems for several com- 
panies which have already 
invested heavily ahead of 
the execution of the 
orders," said a senior 
banker. 

Forty-two Jordanian 
companies have signed 
deals worth $120 million 
with Iraq to supply food- 
stuffs. detergents and 
medicine. 

Their plighr is not differ- 
ent from dozens of com- 
panies fiora various other 
countries which are also 
waiting for U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee approval. 

The government said 
last week that it was mak- 
ing efforts at the U.N. to 
accelerate the process of 
approval of the contracts. 


“The boss is handing out little 
candy hearts for Valentine's Day. 
Mine says ‘Be My Workaholic 
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DAJ ANI 

!E WELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra. Hotel Shops] 
6th Circle.. Amman I 
A Iso-in Brazil, . 



STUDIO HH I G 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


-CLKANING SERVICES 
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■MA INTI- NANCE SERVICES 

HF.ATi.NTi SYSTHMSk 


-FOR RENT; 
DELUXE VILLAS AN 
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DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 
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I \\ : 704414 




Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 
* Sushi 


Fcr'R 6 s'.- 812997 - 8 . 141 . 18 . 
Mecca St.'Daoud Center' . 


• One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasona b le Rates 


5th’ Circle 

Tel 602672 Fax 674551 


cRownrcm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
-FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS A SQUASH 
COURTS ‘ 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd 



r] FOR 
RENT 


Deluxe Villas 

t 

ApnarirruTiis 
tn Amir i an 


For details please call 

Kk HUM 


Pizza Grande 

keofcaun^Tt & Coffee Shop 


(pQ-f\£3i ItcliSi 7 Taste 
(jour/Det pfZZfi . 
^fuHjT^QU 



Free DELIVERY 
DINE IN 
TAKE AW\V 


We Moved To The Second Root AMlSa - AMa . 

Superstore 

Tel. 68S 471 Ext. 32 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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10 Sports 



Angry at tax man, Bicker 


to quit Germany: report 


BONN (AFP) — Former 
world tennis champion 
Boris Becker is to quit his 
German homeland for good 
next week after being 
annoyed by the attentions of 
the tax man. Bild newspaper 
reported Friday. 

"He has finished with 
Germany." the paper quoted 
a trusted friend as saying. 

The triple Wimbledon 
winner, whose Munich 
home was raided in 
December by tax inspectors, 
plans to set up permanent 
home in Florida. Bild said. 

Becker will say good-bye 
to Germany when he goes to 
Florida next week in prepa- 
ration lor a tournament in 
Key Biscay ne. according to 
the popular broadsheet. 

It said he had been upset 
by the tax inspectors’ search 
through hi\ and his family’s 
private possessions. 

Germany’s lop woman 
tennis player. World No. 1 
Steffi Graf, has been 
involved in a major case of 
tax evasion on her earnings, 
for which her manager- 
father was jailed earlier this 
year. 

Becker returned to 
Germany in 1 994 after ear- 
lier taking up residence in 
the “lax haven” of Monte 
Carlo. 

German Formula 1 racing 
champion Michael 

Schumacher, himself resi- 
dent in Switzerland, said 
Friday: “I can understand 
Boris's leaving Germany 
aguin.’’ 



Boris Becker 


Kenya’s 


Ngugi 
denied 
U.S. visa 


Leonard says he is ready 

,, , •/ t> 
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for comeback against Camacho 


ATLANTIC CITY i.R) — It 
tixrk Sugar Ray Leonard six 
ycurs to decide he wanted to 
fight again, but only three 
months to get in shape to 
face Hector “Macho" 
Camacho this Saturday. 

"When 1 first started train- 
ing for this light, my body- 
had to go through a shock 
period.” the 40-year-old 
Leonard said of the opening 
days of (raining camp in 
early December for the 
light. “You know how you 
take your car for a nme-up 0 
1 had a complete overhaul. 

“About a month ago, 
things stoned to click.” said 
Leonard, who hud retired in 
1991 after taking a 12- 


round bearing from terry 
Norris. 

“I wanted to train. I want- 
ed to go more rounds. I felt 
when I walked into the gym 
no pressure. I was excited 
about working out. trying 
some new moves, some new 
punches. combinations." 
said Leonard, a world 
champion in five different 
weight classes and a gold 
medal winner in the 1976 
Olympics. 

‘Then I started throwing 
combinations. punching 
with power, with speed," 
Leonard said. ’Then I start- 
ed become more defensive 
naturally. All these things I 
had naturally were coming 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Fully furnished (top quafity) - 2 Bedrooms- 
Fi replace - Telephone - Garage. 

Monthly Rent: U.S.$ 1,200 including 
water, electricity and heating. 

Tel./Fax : 847200 


back into play without 
working on it.” 

Leonard (36-2-1 ) looks fit 
and is listed as a 7-10-5 bet- 
ting favourite for the sched- 
uled 12-round bout at the 
Atlantic city convention 
centre. But looks can be 
deceiving, according to 
Camacho's trainer Jesse 
Reid. 

“Wc have trained for the 
best of Leonard, but in the 
back of my mind I'm look- 
ing at his age and six years 
being away from boxing,” 
Reid said at a news confer- 
ence on Wednesday. 

“And here he is fighting 
one of the most active 
champions in boxing right 
now and he is left-handed 
and he's quick.” Reid said 
of the 34- year-old Camacho 
(63-3-1 ). who has fought 28 
times in the years that 
Leonard has been inactive. 

*T think he picked flie 
wrong guy to start out 
with.” Reid said. “I think he 


is going to tire out and find 
out the reality of who he 
really is. And that reality is 
40 years old. 

“You have to think like, 
it's not a fight that 
Camacho, if he does what 
he has to do, should have 
that many problems with,” 
Reid said. 

While the attention has 
focused on Leonard and his 
comeback, the fight is 
equally significant to 
Camacho. 

“This is a fight that I got to 
prove to myself and the 
public that I can be very 
masterful,” said Camacho, 
who has held titles, in vari- 
ous different weight divi- 
sions and will be defending 
his middleweight belt of the 


GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 


For Embassies & Companies 


Mercedes E 230 modej'1997 for hire with. a driver 
who speaks good English with a v.good experience 
at tourism In Jordan & Syria. 

For more details please call 
835344 - 828865-Mr. Issa 
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LONDON (RV — Former 
Olympic 5,000 metres 
champion and five times 
world cross country cham- 
pion John Ngugi has been 
refused a U.S. visa- which . 
would have allowed him to . 
compete in Sunday’s Los 
Angeles marathon. 

The 34-year-old Kenyan: 
who is training in London, 
was informed by - U.S. 
Embassy officials that his 
application _ had been 
rejected despite a direct 
appeal from Ollan Cassell, 
framer executive director 
of U;S .A Track an<L Field. 

In a letter to John 
Bicourt the athlete’s man- 
ager and coach. U.S. 
Consular officials said they 
were concerned that Ngugi 
was intending to move to 
the United States perma- 
nently. along with two fel- 
low Kenyan runners. 
Charles Subano and 
Mbarack Hussein. 

In 1992. in Boston. 
Ngugi won. the last of his 
five world cross country 
titles. 

The Kenyan has been 
concentrating on . the 
marathon since he returned 
to Competition in May 
1995, following a 26- 
month . absence from the 
sport after refusing to take 
a drag test. 

Ngugi was- banned for 
four years bat re-instated in 
May 1995 on a unanimous 
vote under the lAAFs 
exceptional circumstances 
rale because of the Jack of . 
information available to 
him at the rime he refused 
to take the test in 1992 and 
a language problem. 


Olyntpic champions make 


a run at world meet 



ATLANTA (AFP) — Olympic champions 
Gail Devers, Gwen Torrence. "Allen 
-Johnson, Charles Austin and Jeari Miles 
pace the. field for the U.S. indoor track and 
field championship that begin here at the 
weekend. 

Prize money for next week’s World 
Indoor Championships ar Paris inspired 
some top flriilff?*: into training for this meet, 
the only TLS: qualifier, for the world 
indoors. “ 

Bat most have elected to wait for outdoors 
and die allure of greater riches at world out- 
door final in Athens. Olympic 200-. and 
40C^meteF champion Michael Johnson, for 
instance will attend only as a ; television 
commentator . 

A ft^tored 60m showdown between 
Dcvcr? and Torrence repeats a matchup of 
lair weekend, where Devers won in 7.07 
seconds and Torrence came second in 7.12. 

“You, never know with U.S. who will 
win,*' Devers said. “That’s what keeps this 
going. Whar brmgspcopleback is head-to- 
V head excitement” 

Some of the mystery is dimmed because 
Torreufee 1 ms said ^ , wfl "ura go to the 
Paris meet even if she qualifies. Site has not 
orainecihard bat plans to push the Atlanta 
and Barcelona 100m champion anyway. 

T carft Compare the; Olympics to Atlanta 
this rime around.” saidTorrenCe, who- won 
100m bronze here at thfc centennial games. 
“The work I put in to get those good rimes 
last year: has not gone into the indoor sea- 
son.” 

Miles andiorcd theAdanta Olympic gold 
medal 4x400m relay and placed fifth 4t 
40dm in the games.Her goal is to repeatas 
U.S. 400m indoor champion and challenge 
at Paris.- . - 

“From die times I J»4ve pulled up on the 


Internet, I am going to have i© nm really 
fast to be competitive in Parish she said. “It 
will be competitive ” 

Austin, who struggled with financial dis- 
aster before winning Olympic high jump 
gpld. had poor showings in two European 
tuneup events. 

Tt was more my lack of jumping than I 
couldn’t get the height,” he said. Tm still a 
little rusty” 

Austin faced foreclosure on his house 
before last year's Olympics but came 
through with the performance of hisjife to 
save the. things that helped give it meaning. 

T almost lost my house, my car, every- 
tfringT Austin said. 

“Trying to support my family, I didn’t 
have the income. There was no one to turn 
to for help. 

would have been really tough if I h 
not made, the final. 1 probably would ha’ 
bad to sell my house. Now I get help from 
USA Track and Reid and appearance fees 
in Europe. Everything looks very bright 
now.” 

Allen Johnson has won hurdles gold at the 
Olympics and world indoor and outdoor 
meets. His main foes here will be collegian 
Reggie Torian and Roger Kingdom, who 
won Olympic outdoor sprint hurdles gold in 
1984 and 1988. 

Also set to compete is weight thrower Jud 
Logan, making his return to championship 
competition after being suspended four 
years following a positive drag test at the 
Barcelona games. 

T ‘m not putting any pressure on myself," 
said Logan, who was reinstated earlier this 
month by _ the International .Amateur; 
Athletic Federation. “If I enjoy myself and 
have some good results outdoors, hopefully 
I will make it to Athens ” 
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little known International 
Boxing CoundL 

“Being masterful means 
make him miss, bode him 
up quickly and show who is 
dictating, who is the fastest, 
who is smartest and Obvi- 
ously who is the champ and 
who is the star and who is 
used to be.” said Camacho. 

Reid obviously wants his 
fighter to win, but iu a best 
case scenario, it. would be a 
close contest he says. 

“If Sugar Ray Leonard 
can stay at a competitive 
edge with Camacho and 
Camacho wins I would fed 
a lot better than seeing sugar 
ray get old in the ring and 
lose.” Reid said. “To me that 
would be another bad mark 
on boxing,” ^ 
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Pete Sampras 


Sampras advances but 
falls in Philadelphia 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— Wprid'.No. I Pete 
Sampras ^lrvfved four 
broken services to advance 
at sf $589250 ATP 
Tournament Thursday but 
fellow American Jim . 
Courier Joined a set °f 
sidelined seeds. \ y ’ 

Sampras extended, his 
win dreak to XI matches 
by beating Swedoi’s Jonas 
Bjoricuu&f 7-5' 7-fi (7/2). 

“It was the type of match 
that was Vccj -dpSttft to. 
wm because Jbe waS play- 
ing very 


weU as tufyono-fiax ever 
returned against mc,cspe- 


"The match could have 




Last Chance In Jerusalem! 

Seize Now Or Grieve Later 

5-Bedroom Apartments 

Jabal Abu Ghneim 

Satisfaction Guaranteed Or Your Return-Ticket Back 

To Settle: Accredited Broker From The Sky: Bar Horrra - “CeBular*': 00-242-338 

■ %tc: 1 oti ^ews Jo not nee J apptij 



JORDAN ENGINEERS 
ASSOCIATION 



Jordan Engineers Association in cooperation with the Unlsecaty of Jor- 
dan will hold the Second Jordanfan International cofrfefence for Me- 
chanical Engineering in June 1997 T within tbe fo 5 owii^riieiae^: 

1- Kiergy and EriyironmenL . "'.J. . ; 

2- Air conditionmg and Refiigerariba. ' - ; ;■ . j.-'J v.-, . j . • 

3 - Materials, Industries, hfetfiaptmthg rndMa^afeoAnc e . 

4- Design and Control. ’ ■' 

An exhibition will accompany fee conference. Researchers and companies 
arc invited to participate . Rlease write to : ^ . L . : v. 

Dr, M. Hammad - chairman ofthe organizing crante^ee. . r *. , 
P.O^ox. 13240 Amman 1 1942 Jordan Fax: 962-^848558 7 

e-mail: jimec _ 97 @go- com. jo 
http: feabia.com/JIWEC97 


gone chher way. He served 
forixjfc sets: He was very 
. capable of bearing me and 
maybe my expraience 
came through for me. I hit 
$6ine good shots and 
played a good tie-breaker.” 
Courier, the defending 
champion and second seed 
here,- was ousted by South 
. Africa's Grant Stafford 6- 

• ^Gemaalfy^-my return is 
one.of^ my strengths- so 
V«*en it's on.Tm going to 
be retuntiug great.” 
-.Stafford" said. ”Aud today 
N was one of feose days*” 
Sampras, - a two-time 
; champion here, advanced 
" to a quarterfinal meeting 
fYkhry-.;.. with fellow 

. wprkL will meet 
Austrafia's SapdOa $tOlle. 

The nriwr i prflrmrfiriatc 
match Zimbabwe’s Byron ' 
Blai3c and AasJt^a'S Pat 
VDatehman • 


^Amenc^Joriatiizra Stark. 



a i 

'Za&Bf 

^4eri twice. 

'. ty: 


set 
^ervebrp-. 
he rccov- 


vgameto 
feeT2fe to 
;Bjpricntea 



Wf- "broke 
k m seventh 
sec- 



Ond set and served to even 
the- match in the 12th 
game, but he double fault- 
ed on break point to force 
the tie-breaker. 

Sampras found his ser- 
vice form in the tie-break-, 
er, slamnruig down tw^fc 
aces on the way to a 5-0 
lead and winning the 
match with two more. 

Conner lasted one hour 
and 51 minutes but failed 
in bis bid to be the first 
back-to-back winner here 
since Tim Mayotte com- 
pleted the feat in 1988. 

Stafford broke Courier in 
the fourth game of the 
tiurd set with a forehand 
winner to take a 3-1 lead-_ 
He recorded ins second 
break of theset and fifth of 
the- match in the. eighth 
game -with a -drop volley 
for the match-point win- 
ner: :: 1 

*T came in hoping to &&■ 
well here and actually feel 
like I played OK,” courier 
said. “The otiier guy just 
played ‘off his perch,' as 
they say in his home coun- 
try. My hat goes off to 
him. He played unbeliev- 
able.” 
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Dolph Lundgren, Gina BeSman\ 
& Conrad Dunn...~ in 


SILENT TRIGGER 
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Brad Pitt r Julia Ormond l 
Anthony Hopkins 
& Aidan Quinn Jin ■■■-. 

LEGENDS OF THE 
FALL 
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r . Adel imam, Styreen _ 
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Sports 


Arab Champions CnjT 

'Faisali face Morocco ’s Al Raja ’ tonight 

AL EA1SAL1 Saturday plav Morocco's f °" r SU ‘ CheS ' T ° P goaIie Anis 

Al Raja’ in their second match at the 3nd 1S ^ S0 nurSing 311 injuiy. 

Arab Champions Cup currenrlv under- . The Arab Cbara Pions Cup aims at nam- 


way in Casablanca. Morocco. 

Al Faisal i went down 4-0 to Egypt’s Al 
Ahli in the opening match and are expect- 
ed to give it their best today in order to 
attain an advanced standing. The match 
will be televised live on Channel 1 of 
Jordan Television at 7 p.m. 

Following Thursday’s match. A I Ahli’s 
coach said he was satisfied with the result 
although the team had regrouped late 
with seven players busy with the 
Egyptian national team. 

Al Faisali's manager Nihad Soufar con- 
^gratulated Aj Ahli and said his ream’s 
defeat was mainly due ro the big differ- 
ence in tactics and individual skills since, 
unlike other teams, non of Al Faisali's 
players are professionals 

Al Faisal i are the first team representing 
Jordan in the elite competition alongside 
top rhree Arab teams: Arab Clubs 
Champions Al Ahli, runners-up Al Raja, 
and Arab Cup Winners Cup champions 
Olympic Khreibkeh of Morocco. 

Khreihkeh and Raja' played to a goal- 
less draw in Thursday’s second match. 

In their upcoming two matches. Al 
Faisal i will be wearing the logo of the 
Arab Radio and Television {^ARTi who 
paid $5,000 in sponsorship. 

Al Faisali will be playing with their 


ing the best Arab team as the event 
groups the top two teams of the Cup 
Winners Cup and League Champions. 

Significant cash prizes await the partic- 
ipating teams with the winner receiving 
S50.000, the runner-up $25,000, the thir d 
place finisher $15,000 and the fourth 
team $10,000. 

In addition, the Prince Faisal trophy and 
prize will be awarded to the ideal team. 
Each team will start the championship 
with 20 points. Two points will be 
deducted for each yellow card booking 
and 6 points for each suspension. There 
will also be prizes for top scorer, top 
goalie and best player. Hosts, Al Raja’ 
will receive $50,000 for hosting the 
event. 

Al Faisali’s 29-member delegation 
includes players: Anis Shafiq, Walid Abu 
Hmeid, Freidon Saeed, Mohannad 
Mahadin, Ahmad Khalil, Firas Khalaileb, 
Ali Zu’bi, Ihab Nasr. Rami Abu Fanar, 
Osama Talal. Rateb Awadat, Ziyad Abu 
Shanab, Jamal Abu Abed, Subhi 
Suleiman, Hassuneh Sheikh, Hatein 
Aqel, Haitham Shboul, Jiryes Tadros, 
Mahmoud Matar, Ja'far Hammad, 
Mansour Tawaihah, Raed Jbour. 


Federation Cu 


Germany stare at 1st round defeat 

Navratilova looks forward to challenge 


Timberwolves rout Spurs, 
finally crack .500 mark 


SAN ANTONIO IR) — . 
The Minnesota 

Tirabenvolies have finally 
\von more games than they 
iost. 

Npor the first time in fran- 
chise history the 
Timberwolves are over the 
.500 mark later than the 
first month of the NBA sea- 
son after a 108-89 rout of 
the San Antonio Spurs 
Wednesday. 

Kevin Garnett scored 17 
points and Dean Garrett 
added 16 for the 

Timberwolves, who were 
2-1 and 4-3 in November 
and 1-0 in 1990 in their 
only previous forays 
beyond .500 since joining 
tlu: league in 19S9. 

Dominique Wilkins 
scored 20 points and Will 
Perdue added 19 and 17 
rebounds for San Antonio, 
which fell to 13-42 and is 
assured of its first losing 
season since 1989. 

"They arc playing hard 
and they arc hungry to get a 
taste of success." Spurs 
guard Yinny Del Negro 
said of Minnesota. 

At Detroit. Lindsey 
Hunter and Terry Mills 
scored 21 points apiece as 
the Pistons crushed the 
Igo! den State Warriors by 
33 points. 1 1 7-S4. 

Joe Dtiinars added 19 
points and Grant Hill had 
33 and 10 assists for 
Detroit, winner of seven of 
is last eight games. 

■ Latrell Sprewell netted 19 
points and Chris Mullin 
had 15 for Golden State. 
Which fell to 0-4 on a six- 
game road swing. 

In Orlando. Dennis Scott 
and "Ron v Seikuly scored 
-6 points apiece as the 
Magic remained unbeaten 


under interim coach Richie 
Adubato with a 98-86 vic- 
tory over the Miami Heat. 

Penny Hardaway added 
18 points and seven assists 
for the Magic, who led by 
as many as 20 points. 

In their final five games 
under Brian Hill the Magic 
went 0-5. allowing an aver- 
age of 107.6 points per 
game. They are 5-0 under 
Adubato and allowing S6 
points per game. 

At Indiana. Reggie Miller 
scored seven of his 22 
points in a game-ending 
20-6 run that lifted the 
Pacers to a 92-78 victory 
over the Seattle 
Supersonics, who had their 
seven-game winning streak 
snapped. 

In Boston. Mitch 
Richmond scored 38 points 
to lead the Sacramento 
kings to their first road win 
over the Celtics in more 
than 18 years. 1 1 1-105. 

Billy Owens added 20 
points and Olden Polynice 
just missed a triple-double 
with 16 points, 14 rebounds 
and eight assists for the 
Kings, who had lost their 
previous 17 games in 
Boston. 

In Milwaukee. Steve 
Smith scored eight of his 
2 1 points in the third quar- 
ter. when the Atlanta 
Hawks limited the Bucks to 
a franchise-low eight points 
en route to a 79-72 victory. 

Mookie Blaylock had IS 
points and Dikembe 
Mutombo added 14 and 1 1 
rebounds for the Hawks 
Glenn Robinson scored 22 
points to lead Milwaukee, 
which managed just 25 
points in the second half. 

In Phoenix, Kevin 
Johnson scored 36 points to 


Employment Opportunities | 


Group of Companies Based in 
Amman is Seeking to hire: 

A) Business Manager / 
Financial Controller. 

1- ’ University Degree in Business or Accounting . 

2- Mini mums of 3 Years experience. 

3- CPA OR CA 

4- Excellent Computer skills. 

5- Fluent in spoken and written Arabic ana 

English . . „ . . _ 

B) Office Manager / Executive 
Secretary. 

1 - University Graduate. 

2- Fluent in spoken and written English. 

3_ Full Knowledge of administration policies and 

practices . - : 

4- Excellent Computer Skills. . 

ppli cants Should send their CVs to. 

P.O. Box 5476 - AMMAN 
or Fax to 816894 


lead the Suns to a 1 1 1-104 
victory over the 
Philadelphia 76ers. 

Jason Kidd added 19 
points. 13 assists, seven 
rebounds and six steals for 
the Suns, who blew an 
eight-point lead in the 
fourth quarter but recov- 
ered for the victory. 

In Vancouver, Loy Vaught 
scored nine of his 22 points 
in the fourth quarter and 
added 13 rebounds as the 
Los Angeles Clippers beat 
the Grizzlies 83-80. 

Malik Sealy sank a pair 
of free throws with 1 1 sec- 
onds remaining to give the 
Clippers their 83-80 edge. 

Vancouver had a chance 
to tie, but Anthony Peeler's 
three-point attempt which 
fell short at the buzzer. 

In Portland. Patrick 
Ewing scored five of his 27 
points in overtime and the 
New York Knicks took 
advantage of a late turnover 
to edge the Trail Blazers 
96-95. 

Isaiah Rider made a 
reverse layin as the Blazers 
closed within 96-95 with 
32 seconds to go. 

But Trent was 
stripped of the ball and the 
Knicks ran out the clock. 


PARIS (AFP) — Depleted 
Germany, champions five 
years ago, could be- facing 
a shock first-round defeat 
against the Czech Republic 
when the 1997 Fed Cup 
gets underway this week- 
end. 

German hopes of a new 
triumph in the women’s 
equivalent of the Davis 
Cup nose-dived earlier this 
week when their top play- 
ers both dropped out of the 
World Group One clash in 
Mannheim. 

World No. 1 Steffi Graf, 
who is still nursing a knee 
injury, and in-form sev- 
enth-ranked Alike Huber, 
who is recovering from a 
shoulder strain, have both 
had to withdraw from the 
tie. 

German hopes now fall 
on Barbara Ritmer, Elena 
Wagner, Marlene 

Weingaertner and Sandra 
KJoesel and the home play- 
ers will have their woii: cut 
out since the challenge by 
the newly-promoted 
Czechs will be spearhead- 
ed by the experienced Jana 
Novotna. 

Novotna, who has won 
30 of 40 matches in ten 
years of Fed Cup activity, 
played a vital role when 
the Czechs won promotion 
back to the World Group 
with a 3-1 victory over 
Argentina last year. 

And she has shown sharp 
form so far this year by 
reaching the final at 
Hanover last weekend, 
going down in three tight 
sets against Croatia's Iva 
Majoii, and the semi-finals 
at the WTA events in 
Tokyo and Paris. 

The other members of 
the Czech team, which will 
be captained by Novotna’s 
tour coach Hana 
Mandlikova. will be the 
promising Adriana Gersi, 
Ludmila Richterova and 
Eva Martin cova. 

Elsewhere the spotlight 
will fall on two former 


players who will be mak- 
ing their debuts as cap- 
tains. 

Martina Navratilova is in 
charge of the defending 
champions United States 
who face Holland in 
Haarlem. 

And the inspirational 
Yannick Noah, who spear- 
headed France's 1996 
Davis Cup triumph, leads 
his country’s women for 
the first time against Japan 
in Tokyo. 

The 40-year-old Czech- 
bom Navratilova, who 
chalked up 20 singles and 
17 doubles victories in the 
competition as a player, 
has named Mary Joe 
Fernandez, Gigi 

Fernandez, Chanda Rubin 
and Kim Po for the 
American team. 

"We have a great team 
with a wonderful blend of 
rookies and veterans. We 
are looking forward to the 
challenge, Navratilova 
said. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, 
currently ranked 15th in 
the world, made her Fed 
Cup debut in 1991. She 
was the key player in last 
year's first round, w innin g 
both her singles and the 
doubles with Gigi 
Fernandez against Austria 
in Salzburg. 

Gigi Fernandez boasts 19 
wins against just two 
defeats in Fed Cup doubles 
while Rubin, recent winner 
in Linz, is slowly coming 
back to her best after a sea- 
son disrupted by a serious 
wrist injury. 

Po will be playing Fed 
Cup for the first time. 

Dutch captain Fred 
Hemmes has again opted 
for foe power of big-serv- 
ing Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy to lead in the 
singles while Kristie 
Boogert, Miriam Oremans 
and Manon Bollegraf will 
make up the team." 

France, eight times semi- 
finalists since first playing 


the event back in 1963, are 
hoping some Yannick 
Noah magic will rub off on 
them and help bring them 
the trophy for the first time. 

But they face a tough 
opening tie in Tokyo, 
where Japan, even without 
the now-retired Kimiko 
Date, will be difficult to 
beat. 

Noah, who will call up 
this year's Australian open 
finalist Mary Pierce for the 
singles, is expected to 
reward the hard work of 
experienced Nathalie 
Tauziat this winter by 
putting the 29-year-old 
player into both singles 
and doubles action. 

The other members of 
the French squad are 
promising newcomer 
Anne-Gaelle Sidot and 
Alexandra Fusai. 

Japan's lineup wifi be Ai 
Sugiyama. Naoko 

Kijimuta, Naoko 

Sawamatsu and Nana 
Miyago- 

In the final World Group 
one showdown, last year's 
beaten finalists Spain', with 
plenty to prove, visit 
Sprimont to face Belgium, 

Top Spaniard Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario is desper- 
ately seeking a return to 
form but she may find the 
going for from easy against 
the excellent Belgians 
Sabine Appelmans and 
Dominque Van Roosl 

Spain have dominated 
the competition in recent 
years — winning the event 
in 1991, 1993, 1994 and 
1995 before going down to 
the Americans in the 1996 
final. 

In Group Two, Australian 
Fed Cup captain Leslie 
Bowrey has tipped oppo- 
nents South Africa as 
favourites for victory in 
Durban. 

Bowrey, who will lead a 
team comprising Annabel 
Ellwood. Rachel 

Mcquillan, Kerry-Anne 
Guse and Kristine 



World No. 2 tennis player Martina Hingis, is embraced 
by her father Karol at Kosice airport, after her arrival 
to the town where she was born and will represent 
Switzerland in Federation Cup against Slovakia 
(Reuters photo) 

Hingis gets present 
from father 

KOSICE, Slovakia (R) — Martina Hingis goi an emotion- 
al kiss and a hug from her father Karol as she arrived on 
Thursday to play for Switzerland against Slovakia in the 
Federation Cup at the weekend. 

Australian Open champion Martina, shielded by body- 
guards, smiled at her father after coming through the pass- 
port control at Kosice airport. 

The two exchanged a few words after which Karol gave 
his daughter a small present which looked like a teddy bear 
and then walked to his car and drove off. 

Martina's mother and coach Melanie, divorced from 
Hingis, looked on at the exchange without comment. A for- 
mer Czechoslovak tennis star, she has trained Martina since 
the age of two. 

Karol Hingis, a groundkeeper at a local tennis club, has 
rarely seen his daughter since she left at the age of seven 
with her mother in 1987 to start a new life in Switzerland. 

He last saw his daughter in Brno late last year when she 
came for a tennis exhibition in the Czech Republic. 

Before Martina’s plane arrived, Karol had been pacing 
nervously in the arrival lounge not talking to waiting pho- 
tographers and journalists. 


Radford, said Amanda 
Coetzer was South Africa’s 
trump Cardn squad is a 
major obstacle for 
Australia. Elsewhere 
Croatia, Jed by Majoii, face 
Austria while Korea are at 


home to Argentina. 

Slovakia take on 
Switzerland, who are led 
by teenage World No. 2 
Martina Hingis, and they 
will be relying heavily on 
Karina Habsudova. 


Dalglish hits out at Shearer rumours 


NEWCASTLE (AFP) 
— Kenny Dalglish hit 
back on Friday at sto- 
ries suggestin'* Alan 
Shearer's ~ third groin 
operation in 10 months 
will rule him out for the 
rest of the season. 


■ 

< 

> 

0 

2 

0 

■< 

■ 

at the Baghdad InU 
for the post of Dire 

Qualifications: min. MA/Mic. in an c 
of experience la a similar international h 
educational t administrative field of an ir 
Complete proficiency in at least 2 lang 
Salary range, with fringe benefits; 
experience. 

Deadline to receive applications with am 

vrnational School 
ctor for 1997 / 98 

dawational field, with at least J years 
definition or 5 years experience in the 
tternational nature, 
aages one of which must be English, 
depending on qualifications and 

nprebensive C.V.: end of May 1997. 

UNDP 

Palais 

H.E. AMBASSADOR 1211 
DP. HASAN ABDIN Santa 
CHA1PMAN F«* N 

ratS Baghdad 
do Nations 
ianeva, 10 
iriand. 

9. 001 212963 3009 

Tlx. N 

9641 2415560 
9. 214455 BIS IK 


surgery had been a suc- 
cess. 

"What was needed bas 
been done and every- 
thing’s straightforward. 

There are no problems 
or complications and 
Alan will be back as 
soon as he can be,” said 
Dalglish. 

"To put a time on that 
would be misleading. 
He'll be back when 
he’s fit and well and it's 
totally frustrating to 
read stories, without 
foundation, that show a 
lack of respect for the 


punter.” 

Shearer's latest injury 
setback has fuelled 
speculation that 

Dalglish may buy a new 
striker before the 
March transfer dead- 
line. 

But Dalglish, who 
watched Metz player 
Robert Pires in action 
against Holland earlier 
this week, said: "We 
have enough players 
here to cover all even- 
tualities.” 

Les Ferdinand, who 
needed 10 stitches in a 


head wound during last 
week’s win at 
Middlesbrough, is Fit to 
face Southampton at St. 
James’ Park tomorrow 
and is likely to be part- 
nered by either Peter 
Beardsley or Faustino 
Asprilla. 

But John Beresford. 
still troubled by a ham- 
string injury, has been 
ruled out by Dalglish 
who said: “He has done 
some training but the 
injury hasn't fully 
cleared up and I’m sure 
he’s frustrated.” 


Warren Barton is like- 
ly to continue in mid- 
field with David B3tty 
completing a two- 
match suspension, so 
Shearer's replacement 
could be the only 
change with David 
Ginola on the bench 
again. 

Dalglish revealed that 
Newcastle had extend- 
ed Paul Baryon’s loan 
to Scunthorpe for 
another month. 



ENGINEER WANTED 

An International Company is seeking to 
appoint an Engineer experienced in 
AutoCad and a CAD operator. English 
command is a must. Qualified candidates 
are invited to send their CVs detailing 
experience, certificates, along with 
references and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, 

Amman - 11196, Jordan. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An International Company is seeking to appoint a 
Civil Engineer or Measurement Surveyor with ten 
years experience in measurement of construction 
works. Good command of English is a must. 

Qualified candidates are invited to send their CVs 
detailing experience, certificates, along with refer- 
ence and contact address to: 

P.O. Box 962031, Amman - 11196, Jordan 
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Jordan Investment Corporation jLa.tL«j^U 4-pjjVI 
Invitation for Local and International Consultants 

Jordan Investment Corporation (JIC) and Jordan Export Development and Commercial 
Centers Corporation (JEDCO) are planning to establish “ Jordan international Fair. H 

The main objective for establishing the fair is to provide facilities to accommodate local, 
regional and international exhibitions which take place in Jordan. 

This project is based on BOO or BOOT. 

As such, consultants with experience in this field are cordially invited to receive terms of 
reference (TOR) from our offices as indicated here below and no later than March 
13.1997. 

Jordan Investment Corporation 
P.O. Box 3294 
Amman - Jordan 
Fax No. 962 6 816915 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
TEL. 
68431 1 
699634 
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Israeli seizure of ID cards 
aims at evicting Palestinians 
from Jerusalem, activist says 


By Ghalia AJul 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — According to 
Israeli laws, if you are a 
Jerusalemite and have been 
Jiving abroad for more than 
seven years, you loose resi- 
dency rights in the Holy 
City, a Palestinian official at 
the Orient House in 
Jerusalem said this week. 

However, “you don’t need 
to panic," Azmi Abu Saoud 
assures all Palestinians who 
have not received an official 
letter revoking their identity 
cards from the Israeli interi- 
or ministry. 

“Only those who receive a 
letter from the ministry 
stamped with ‘A13’ should 
worry," he adds. 

Since Nov. 11, over 626 
out of 170,000 Palestinians 
were deprived of their resi- 
dency rights in the city, Mr. 
Abu Saoud told the Jordan 
Times on Thursday, noting 
that 550 of these people 
were Jordanians. 

These people, he adds, 
appeared to have failed to 
prove that Jerusalem is their 
“centre of life” as required 
by the Israeli authorities 
since they started applying 
this measure in 1994. 

“According to Israel, 
where you sleep is your 
home as well as your resi- 
dency," be says. 

Under the “centre of life” 
rule. Jerusalemites should 
prove that they live, work, 
and educate their children in 
Jerusalem in order to main- 
tain their ID cards. 

According to the law of 
entry into Israel of 1952, 
and related regulations of 
1974, Palestinian 

Jerusalemites have blue ID 
cards as “permanent resi- 
dents." 

Since 1967, all Palestinian 
Jerusalemites living abroad 
jvere issued reentry visas by 
the ministry valid for one to 
three years. 

However, permanent resi- 
dents are liable to lose that 
status if they live outside 
Jerusalem for more than 
seven years or apply for per- 
manent residency or citizen- 
ship in a foreign country. 


Mr. Abu Saoud explained 

“This is a conspiracy 
weaved by Israel to Judaise 
Jerusalem and to make 
Palestinians, like Armen- 
ians. a minority in the city.” 
said Mr. Abu Saoud. 

“Jerusalemites did not 
choose to live outside 
Jerusalem.” Mr. Abu Saoud 
said. “They were denied the 
right to establish their lives 
in the city, either because 
their homes were demol- 
ished or because they were 
not allowed to build in the 
city." 

And thus, these people 
were forced ro leave to the 
outskirts of Jerusalem 
(Azariya. A1 Ram, Bir 
Nabala,..etc). thinking they 
would still enjoy their rights 
as Jerusalemites. 

But, Israel has not warned 
them that it does not consid- 
er these areas as part of 
Jerusalem any more, and 
that they would lose their 
permanent residencies even 
if they live in the outskirts of 
Jerusalem, Mr. Abu Saoud 
said. 

"The population distribu- 
tion shows that 75 per cent 
of East Jerusalem is occu- 
pied by Israelis and only 25 
by Palestinians. Roads and 
green lands make up 14 per 
cent of the city, Mr. Abu 
Saoud asserted. 

“This unfair distribution 
was a clear geographic and 
demographic plan to the 
advantage of Israeli citi- 
zens” 

However, he said, the 
Geneva Conventions, which 
form the basis for a host of 
international laws, reject die 
unilateral annexation of ter- 
ritory seized by force and 
forbid the occupier from 
moving its population into 
the occupied territories and 
changing the geographic 
features of the land under 
occupation. 

Also, Mr. Abu Saoud 
added, in an attempt to 
decrease the number of 
Palestinians in Jerusalem, 
Israel has rejected family 
reunification applications 
for non-resident spouses. 

The Palestinian official 
was here on a three-day visit 


to give advice to 
Jerusalemires living in 
Jordan about the possible 
confiscation of their ID 
cards. 

“I call on all Palestinians 
not to consider any confisca- 
tion letters they might 
receive as legal, unless these 
letters were issued by the 
Israeli ministry of interior,” 
he said. 

“We will not comply with 
any Israeli law. They 
(Israelis) forced us to carry 
ID cards and we used them 
as a convenience and not as 
a final objective,” he argued. 

He also warned 
Palestinians not to sign any 
Israeli documents while 
leaving the West Bank 
through the bridge, as it 
might be a way forcing them 
to give up their residency. 

“This is a psychological 
and social pressure inflicted 
on Palestinians who were 
forced to sign and compro- 
mise their ID cards before 
leaving the country,” he 
said. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the Orient House has 
provided those who have 
lost their permanent residen- 
cies in Jerusalem with 
health insurance as well as 
salaries ranging from $350- 
$1,000 according to their 
social status, providing they 
do not leave the city. 

He said the Palestinian 
people should stick together 
in order to overcome this 
crisis and never leave 
Jerusalem for whatever rea- 
son. 

“We should stick together 
and only hold on to the 
United Nations resolutions 
without submitting to the 
Israeli will,” he said. 

He also called on His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
intervene in order to reach a 
joint solution for this prob- 
lem. 

Recent statistics show that 
Palestinians living in 
Jerusalem are around 

50.000. Those who were 
forced to leave to the out- 
skirts of Jerusalem because 
of lack of housing are 

70.000. and those who 
migrated are 50,000. 


South, Jordan Valley suffering, 
need help, says interior minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Interior Awad Khleifat has 
said that people in certain 
parts in the southern Jordan 
and the Jordan Valley face 
real poverty and require 
immediate relief and assis- 
tance. 

Dr. Khleifat. who was 
addressing businessmen and 
the media, said that this 
issue can only be addressed 
through the implementation 
of plans to ensure real and 
equitable development cov- 
ering all regions. 

He said one should not be 
satisfied by referring to the 
people in these underdevel- 
oped regions including south 
Jordan and the Jordan Valley 
by such terms as unfortunate 
citizens without taking prac- 
tical steps to bring them 
relief. 

"It is unacceptable to see 
these regions which house 
Jordanian economic and 
tourist centres like the 
ancient city’ of Petra, die 
Arab Potash Company and 
Aqaba facing poverty," Dr. 
Khleifat said in a statement 
to A1 Dustour. 

In a reference to the unrest 
in the south in last August, 
Dr. Khleifat said that it was 
wrong to attribute it to exter- 
nal interventions because the 
citizens of south Jordan are 
pan of the Kingdom. 

“They appreciate the 
Hashemite leadership and 
are dedicated to their coun- 
try” he said. “What they did 
was not a breach of the law 
and order and should not be 
considered as rejection to the 
Hashemite leadership but 
rather an expression against 
the government's decision.” 

However, the minister 
said, “they resorted to vio- 
lence to express their dissat- 
isfaction wiih the govern- 
ment’s decision on bread.” 

Dr. Khleifat referred to the 
new measures taken by his 
ministry in dealing with 


administrative and financial 
corruption and abuse of pub- 
lic office. 

The minister said the min- 
istry has been able through 
the adoption of 36 laws and 
regulations to put an end to 
all forms of corruption and 
abuse. 

He also referred to the 
work of the question of trib- 
al exile, the minister said a 
committee has been created 
to apply measures concern- 
ing tribal affairs in general 
and the question of “exile" 
from a district where rape or 
murder has been purported 
to have taken place. 

According to the tribal 
laws and traditions in 
Jordan.” all male relatives of 
an alleged killer or rapist 
including cousins, brothers 
and siblings leave the region 
in which the alleged crime 
was committed until the case 
is settled." 

Dr. Khleifat noted that a 
committee has recommend- 
ed to his ministry that exile 
from a district be restricted 
to the alleged killer or rapist 
and his immediate relatives 
like brothers and children 
and that they be exiled to 
areas with the same gover- 
norate where the crime has 
been committed. 

Regarding urban areas, the 
minister said that the com- 
mittee has recommended 
that suspect in such crimes 
and their immediate relatives 
move into another vicinity or 
neighbourhood in the same 
city. He said the presence of 
suspects in government 
departments, hospitals and 
other institutions should not 
be considered a violation of 
the committee’s recommen- 
dations. 

The minister also said that 
the prerogative for issuing 
licences for carrying fire- 
arms rests with the minister. 

Referring to the general 
elections procedures. Dr. 


Khleifat said the Civil 
Status and Passports 
Department had been 
entrusted with issuing the 
lists of eligible voters to 
avoid any duplication or 
tampering with voter lists. 

As for issuing entry visas 
and residence permits, the 
minister said citizens from 
the Gulf countries will be 
granted a two-month resi- 
dence permit instead of two 
weeks and will not be asked 
ro call at security centres. 

Regarding visas, the 
Jordanian embassies in some 
countries have been autho- 
rised to issue visas. 

On the developments on 
the status of women. Dr. 
Khleifat said the ministry 
had prepared three draft laws 
regarding the issuance of 
separate passports to women 
allowing them to add their 
minor children to their pass- 
ports. 

According the new laws, a 
woman will be considered 
the family supporter after the 
death of her husband and she 
will have a special civil 
record for herself and her 
children. 

Husbands and children of 
Jordanian women will also 
be exempted from payment 
of fine in case they stayed on 
beyond the expiry of their 
residence permit. 

On the issue of passport 
withdrawals, the minister 
said the ministry had recti- 
fied the situation of 30,000 
people whose passports have 
been withdrawn earlier. 

Defending the ministry’s 
measures, die minister said 
givmg back these passports 
should not be interpreted as 
an attempt to create an alter- 
native homeland. 

Dr. Khleifat said all the 
steps taken in this regard 
were legal and in line with 
the directives of His Majesty 
King Hussein. 





CLASH IN LEBANON: A wounded Israeli soldier is evacuated from a helicopter near the Israel-Lebanon border on 
Friday after a clash with Hizbollah forces that killed another soldiers (Aircrews faces has been altered) (AFP photo) 


Iran 

quake 


Arafat hopes world, not 
unrest, will stop Israel... 



Police nab boys over 
‘virtual pet’ host 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
police took four teenage boys 
into custody on Friday over 
the suspected theft of an elec- 
tronic “virtual pet" game that 
has become’ a craze among 
Japanese youth. Police in 
Yokohama, south of Tokyo, 
said they had detained the 14- 
year-oki junior high school 
boys after a chase involving a 
police helicopter and several 
pairol cars. The four are sus- 
pected of forcing a fellow stu- 
dent to hand over his 
“Tamagocchi", a highly 
prized key-ring game featur- ■ 
ing an electronic bird-like * 
creature. After receiving an 
emergency call from the vic- 
tim, police said they chased 
the four boys to a shopping 
area in Yokohama, with a 
police helicopter helping in 
surveillance. The alleged vic- 
tim. also 14, accused the four 
of stealing another 
Tamagocchi game from him 
last week, police said 
Japanese laws prohibit the 
identification of minors sus- 
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kills 100 

TEHRAN tAFP) — At least 
100 people were killed and 
250 others injured in a violent 
earthquake which rocked the 
mountainous region of Ardabii 
in northwest Iran on Friday, 
Tehran Radio reported. 

The temblor, which regis- 
tered 5.5 on the open-ended 
Richter scale, was the second 
deadly quake to strike the 
north of Iran in just over three 
weeks. 

It destroyed or severely 
damaged many homes at the 
foot of the Sahalan Mountain 
range west of Ardabii and 
caused devastation in 40 vil- 
lages around Ardabii and in 
the regions of Nir and S are in 
in Iranian Azerbaijan. 

Rescuers were able to reach 
the disaster zone despite the 
rugged terrain in Ardabii, 
reputed to be the coldest 
region in Iran with tempera- 
tures sinking to 10 degrees 
Celsius below freezing (14 
degrees Fahrenheit). 

State television briefly 
showed images of the victims 
being carried into ambu- 
lances. 

Ardabii, in a mountainous, 
sometimes inaccessible region 
west of the Caspian Sea, has 
been blanketed in snow for 
several days and the radio 
reported a heavy snowfall of 
up to 1.5 metres in some areas 
on Friday. 

The quake, which was fol- 
lowed by several aftershocks, 
struck residential suburbs of 
Ardabii city at 4:31 pan. ( 1301 
GMT), sending residents out 
into the streets in panic, the 
official news agency IRNA 
said. - 

In the city itself, the quake 
shattered windows in many 
buildings and local authorities 
said telecommunications, 
water and electricity networks 
have been damaged in many 
nearby districts. 

IRNA had earlier put the 
quake's intensity at six. 

The French national seismic 
surveillance centre in 
Strasbourg had also measured 
it at six and gave its epicentre 
at latitude 3S.58 degrees north 
and longitude of 47.95 degrees 
east or just west of Arbadfl. 

IRNA said another quake, 
measuring 5.5. shook the 
western Iranian Kurdish city 
of Sanandaj at 4:28 p.m. ( 1258 
GMT). There was no immedi- 
ate word of casualties or dam- 
age. 

The epicentre was 420 kilo- 
metres northwest of Tehran. 

A third temblor with the 
intensity of four struck the 
northern province of Gil an 
bordering the Caspian at 4:30 
p.m. (1300 GMT), causing 
panic but no casualties or dam- 
age. 

Felt in the city of Rasht, it 
was the seventh earthquake 
this year to hit Gilan. which 
was rocked by a 73-strong 
temblor on June 21, 1990 that 
left tens of thousands of peo- 
ple dead 

In the same region on 
Friday, a devastating earth- 
quake struck southwest 
Pakistan, a country which bor- 
ders Iran, killing at least 60 
people and leaving thousands 
homeless, Pakistani officials 
said 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Despite warnings 
that a new Jewish settlement 
will spark an explosion of 
violence, Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has so Far 
balked at calling the sort of 
demon strati on s which led to 
unprecedented bloodshed in 
September. 

Mr. Arafat’s self-rule 
authority has called Israel’s 
decision to build the Har 
Homa neighbourhood in 
Arab East Jerusalem. Jabal 
Abu Ghneim a “declaration 
of war” and warned that it 
will lead to a repeat of 
September’s clashes which 
left over 80 people dead. 

But so far. Arafat has 
focused on gamering inter- 
national pressure on Israel to 
stop Har Homa, where it 
plans to build homes for 
25.000 Jews in the occupied 
eastern sector of Jerusalem. 

A meeting of Palestinian 
officials headed by Arafat 
Thursday in Nablus called 
for the world “to impose 
political and economic sanc- 
tions against Israel” until it 
calls off the project. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has 
asked the U.N. Security 
Council and the Arab 
League to condemn the set- 
tlement, and Arafat will 
bring up the issue in talks 
with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton when they meet in 
Washington on Monday. 

The project, approved 


Wednesday, had brought 
worldwide condemnation 
even from Israel’s principal 
ally, the United Stares, 
which has said the construc- 
tion did not ‘‘build faith” in 
the peace process. 

But the Palestinian reac- 
tion is in contrast to the 
response to Israel's opening 
in September of a tourist 
tunnel near the AI Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem’s Old 
City. 

At the time, Mr. Arafat 
immediately called on his 
people to hit the streets in 
protest 

A demonstration in 

Ramallah turned bloody 
when Israeli soldiers opened 
fire on the crowds approach- 
ing their checkpoint, spark- 
ing gunbattles with 

Palestinian police which 
then blazed across the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The result was the worst 
violence in the territories in 
30 years, and the four days 
of riots left 87 dead, mostly 
Palestinian civilians. 

This time, demonstrations 
on the ground have been 
small. 

"Peaceful protest” was the 
byword at the demonstra- 
tions. 

"The situation is different 
now than September. Then 
the peace process was entire- 
ly blocked, but now there 
has been some movement,” 
said Ghassan Al Khatib, a 
specialist from the 


Jerusalem Media and 
Communicatioas Centre. 

“Perhaps the authority is 
not interested (in protests) 
because of Arafat's trip to 
the U.S. and because of the 
further redeployments,” he 
said, referring to Israel's 
commitment to withdraw in 
three stages from more areas 
of the West Bank, starting in 
March. 

Unlike September, when 
negotiations were stalled, 
the Har Homa controversy 
comes at a time when Mr. 
Arafat has a full agenda of 
interim talks with Israel 
which could be endangered 
in case of unrest, as well as 
the launching of final-status 
talks due to begin in mid- 
March. 

But the respite may be 
temporary. If international 
pressure fails, Mr. Arafat 
will have to face the 
groundswell of public anger 
at the settlement. 

“Palestinians are sick of 
international condemnations 
that change nothing. They 
are furious (about Har 
Homa),” said Ahmed Al 
Batch, a Jerusalem represen- 
tative to the legislative coun- 
cil. 

“This can very easily get 
out of the control of the 
Palestinian National Auth- 
ority. The deluge is coining 
and if it does it will be worse 
than die events after the tun- 
nel opening." he said. 


...but Netanyahu declares 
Victory 1 in settlement plan 


TEL AVTV (R) — Defying 
international and Palestinian 
protests, a buoyant Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has declared a 
victory in the battle for 
Jerusalem. 

But a day after Israel 
approved the building of 
thousands of Jewish homes 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 
Israeli media reported on 
Thursday police were likely 
to recommend charging 
three central figures in a 
probe of alleged government 
corruption. 

“I know you came to 
strengthen me, but I came to 
strengthen you. I feel very 
strong." Mr. Netanyahu told 
a meeting of activists of his 
Likud party us Israel radio 
said police would question 
him again soon and caution 
him about self-incrimina- 
tion. 

“I have one characteristic, 
you know, I love challenges. 
But most of all, 1 love to 
win. And we are winning. 
We set goals for ourselves 
and we have achieved 
another one of them,". he 
said, referring to the settle- 
ment project 

Mr. Netanyahu is facing 
political trouble from with- 
in. 

Israel Radio and television 
stations said police were 
likely to seek charges 
against Justice Minister 
Tsahi Hanegbi, Shas Party 
leader Aiye Deri and Mr. 
Netanyahu adviser Avigdor 
Lieberman. 


All have denied any 
wrongdoing in the short- 
lived appointment last 
month of lawyer and Likud 
activist Roni Bar-On as 
attorney-general. 

Several cabinet ministers 
have said the government 
would collapse if the 
charges proved true. 

Meanwhile, the United 
States and France are seek- 
ing to calm Middle East ten- 
sions. 

Bur analysts said the deci- 
sion could spark a new wave 
of violence over the Holy 
City at the heart of the Aiab- 
Israeli conflict 

“This may be a clever 
diversion in domestic poli- 
tics but it is an explosive 
provocation towards the 
Palestinians and all the play- 
ers in the peace process,” the 
French daily Liberation 
said. 

The Israeli decision, seen 
by many analysts as a sop to' 
hardline Netanyahu's most 
hawkish supporters for last 
month’s pullback from most 
of the West Bank city of 
Hebron, was criticised 
around die world. 

The European Union (EU) 
said it deeply deplored the 
move and reaffirmed that 
"settlements in the occupied 
territories contravene inter- 
national law and are a major 
obstacle to peace." 

Russia called the decision 
“ill-considered and untime- 
ly.” Japanese Prime Minister 
Ryutaro Hashimoto told vis- 
iting Israeli Foreign 


Minister David Levy it was 
"a negative element for the 
Middle East peace process." 

Both the United States and 
France criticised the Israeli 
move, but in measured 
terms which diplomats said 
were designed to keep the 
door open for peace negotia- 
tions and discourage if pos- 
sible a violent Palestinian 
reaction. 

“The decision taken today 
further complicates an 

already complicated situa- 
tion,” White House 

spokesman David Johnson 
said. 

French President Jacques 
Chirac told Syrian Vice- 
President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam in Paris be was 
concerned at the develop- 
ment but appealed for a 
resumption of peace talks, 
frozen between the Jewish 
state and Damascus since 
Mr. Netanyahu was elected 
last May. 

Mr. Khaddam retorted that 
recent Israeli initiatives 
showed the Jewish state did 
not want peace. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette is due to 
visit Syria, Lebanon and 
Israel from next Tuesday in 
an effort, coordinated with 
the United States, to encour- 
age a revival of negotiations 
between the three countries. 

In New York, Arab states 
called for an emergency 
Security Council meeting to 
demand that Israel rescind 
its decision. 


peered of committing a crime. 
The Tamagocchi game has 
been a complete sell-out in 
Japan and the maker has said 
fresh supplies will nor be 
available until April. On the 
streets and on the JoEernet, 
second-hand units are being 
hawked at between 20 to 30 
times their retail price of 
1,980 yen (SI 6). 

Taylor marks 
birthday 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Her head shaven and wrapped. ■ v 
in a kerchief. Elizabeth 
Taylor, convalescing from 
surgery a week ago to remove 
a benign brain tumour, cele- 
brated her 65th birthday 
Thursday at her Bel-Air 
home. “She’s doing great, 
feeling very good. She’s up 
and around and joking,” her 
spokeswoman Shirine 

Cbburn said. A couple of her 
kids and her dog were to 
attend the birthday party.” 
Taylor staged a pre-birthday 
gala here Feb. 16 before her 
surgery for some 2,700 peo- 
ple that was broadcast by 
ABC Television network and 
raised one million dollars for 
her AIDS foundation. 

Madonna ‘searching 
for her destiny* 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
pop superstar Madonna is 
exploring the mysteries of the 
Kabala in hopes of finding 
her destiny in Jewish mysti- 
cism, an Israeli newspaper 
reported. She attends two 
classes a week in the Kabala. 
the mystic branch of Judaism, i 
under the tutelage of Eytan 
Yardeni, a young Israeli rabbi 
living in Los Angeles, the 
daily Yediot Aharonot said. 
Madonna has just completed 
the “elementary” level and 
has moved up to advanced 
mysticism, the rabbi told the 
newspaper’s California corre- 
spondent. “She sees in the 
Kabala a way to rule her des- 
tiny," Yaideni said. After the 
birth of her first child, 
Lourdes, Madonna 

announced she would raise 
her daughter in the same 
Catholic tradition she grew up 
in — but also expose her to 
the basics of other religions. 

Chinese actress wants 
censorship relaxed 

HONG KONG (AFP) 

China’s best-known actress 
Gong Li wants die govern- 
ment to relax its strict censor- 
ship of films and the arts, a 
Hong Kong newspaper 
reported. Gong told Hong 
Kong reporters in Beijing that 
she intended to forward a 
motion calling for more free- 
dom at the current session of 
the Chinese People’s 
Consultative Conference. 
Gong, star of “Raise the Red 
Lante rn ” and “Farewell My 
Concubine” is a member of 
the conference, even though 
some of her films have been 
frowned upon by propaganda 
officials. The actress said the 
government should ease cen- 
sorship and take a more toler- 
ant approach to opening the 
film industry to producers, 
saying “it is best to let a hun^ 
died flowers blossom — a 
real policy." 
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